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E | Te non paventis funera Galliae, 
4 Duraeque tellus audit Iberiae: 
Te caede gaudentes Sicambri 
Compoſitis venerantur armis. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


T7 HEN I firſt thought of writing upon this occa- 

ſion, I found the ideas fo great and numerous, 

that I judged them more proper for the warmth of an 

ode, than for any other ſort of poetry : I therefore 
ſet Horace before me for a pattern; and particularly 

his famous ode, the fourth of the fourth book, | 


Qualem miniſtrum fulminis alitem, &c. 


which he wrote in praiſe of Druſus, after his expedition 
into Germany, and of Auguſtus, upon his happy choice 
of that general. And, in the following poem, tho'I 
have endeavoured to imitate all the great ſtrokes of 
that ode, I have taken the liberty to go off from it, and. 
to add variouſly, as the ſubject and my own imagina- 
tion carried me. As to the ſtyle, the choice I made of 
following the ode in Latin, determined me in Engliſh 
to the ſtanza 3. and herein it was impoſſible not to have 
a mind to follow our great countryman Spencer; 
which I have done (as well at leaſt as I could) in the 
manner of my exprellion, and the turn of my number; 
having only added one verſe to his ſtanza, which 1 
thought made the number more harmonious ; and a- 
voided ſuch of his words as I found too obſolete, I 
have however retained ſome few of them, to make the 

| 4 2 


* > P t 
colouring look more like Spencer's. Bebeſt, command; 
band, army ; proweſs, ſtrength; I weet, | know; 1 
ween, I think; whilom, herctofore ; and two or three 
more of that ad, hich I hope the ladies will par- 
don me, and not j my Muſe leſs Randſvome, tho? 
for once ſhe appears in a farthingale. I have alſo, in 
Spencer's manner, uſed Caeſar tor the Emperor, Boya 
for Bavaria,. Bavar for that prince, Ifter for Danube, 
Theriq-for Spain, &. 

That noble * the ode which L . now men- 
tioned, | 


clas quae cremato fas ab fla, 
Jactata Tuſcis acquoribus, &. 


where Horace — the ene, as 5 5 defecnded 
from Aneas, I have turned to the honour of the Bri- 1 
tiſn nation, deſcended. from Brute, likewiſe a Trojan, p 
That this Brute, fourth or. fifth from Eneas, ſettled in q 
England, and built London, which he called Troja 

Nova, or Troynovante; is a ſtory which (1think): owes 
its original, if not to Geofry of Monmouth, at leaſt to 
the Monkiſh writers, yet is not rejected by our gree 
Camhden; and is told by Milton, as if (at leaſt) he was 3 
pleaſed with it, though poſſibly he does not believeitz: | 
However, it carries a poctical authority, which is ſuffi- 
cient for our purpoſe. It is as certain that rute came 
into England, as that Æneas went into Italy: And, up- 
on the ſuppoſition of theſe facts, Virgil wrote the beſt 
poem that the world ever read, and Spencer * Qucen 
Elizabeth the 63 — 
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I need not obviate one piece of criticiſm, that 1 bring 
my heroe 


From burning Troy, and Xanthus red with blood: 


whereas he was not born when that city was deſtroyed. 
Virgil, in the caſe of his own Eneas relating to Dido, 
will ſtand as a ſufficient proof, that a man in his poe- 
tical capacity is not accountable for a little fault in 
chronology. 

My two great examples, Horace and Spencer, in 
many things reſemble each other: Both have a height 
of imagination, and a majeſty of expreſſion, in deſcri- 
bing the ſublime; and both know to temper thoſe ta- 
tents, and fweeten the deſcription, ſo as to make it 
lovely as well as pompous :- Both have equally that a- 
greeable manner of mixing morality with their ſtory,. 
and that carioſa felicitas in the choice of their diction, 
which every writer aims at, and fo very few have 
reached: Both are particularly fine in their images, 
and-knowing in their numbers. Leaving therefore 
our two maſters to the conſideration and ſtudy of thoſe 
who deſign to excel in poetry, | only beg leave to add, 
that it is long ſince I have (or at leaſt ought to have} 
quitted Parnaſſus, and all the flowery roads on that 
ſide the country; tho? | thought myſelf indiſpenſably 
obliged, upon the preſent occaſion, to take a lil 
journey into thoſe parts, 
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W HEN great ar govern'd ancient Rome, 
And ſent his conqu'ring bands to foreign wars ; 

Abroad when dreaded, and belov'd at home; 

He ſaw his fame increaſing with his years ; 

Horace, great bard (fo fate ordain'd) aroſe ; 

And bold, as were his country-men in 6ght, 


Snatch'd their fair actions from degrading proſe, 
And ſet their battles in eternal light : 


High as their trumpets tune his lyre he ſtrung ; 

And with his prince's arms he moraliz'd his ſong, 
II. | 

When bright Eliza” rul'd Britannia's ſtate, 

Widely diſtributing ber high commands; 

And boldly wiſe, and fortunately great, 

Freed the glad nations from tyrannic bands; 

An equal genius was in Spenſer found : 


To the high theme he match'd his noble lays: 


He travell'd England o'er on fairy ground, 


In myſtic notes to ſing his monarch's praiſe : 
Reciting wondrous truths in pleaſing dreams, 


He deck'd Eliza's head with Gloriana's beams. 
A4 
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3 POEMS UPON: 


III. 
Bat, greateſt Anna! while thy arms purſue” 


Paths of renown, and climb aſcents of fame, 


Which nor Auguſtus, nor Eliza knew; 

What poet ſhall be found to ſing thy name? 
What numbers ſhall record, what tongue ſhall ſay 
Thy wars on land, thy triumphs on the main! ? 


O faireſt model of imperial ſway ! 


What equal pen ſhall write thy wond'rous reign 7. 
Who ſhall attempts and feats of arms rehearſe, 


Nor yet by ſtory told, nor parallel'd by verſe? 


TV. 


Ale all too mean for ſuch ataſk I weet: 


Yet if the fov'reign lady deigns to ſmile, 

I'Il follow Horace with impetuous heat; 

And clothe the verſe in Spencer's native ſtyle, 

By theſe examples rightly taught to ſing, 

And fmit with pleaſure of my country's praiſe; f 
Stretching the plumes of an uncommon wing, 
High as Olm pus I my flight will raiſe: 

And lateſt times ſhall in my numbers read 

Anna's immortal fame, * Marlbro' 8 hardy deed, 


As the ſtrong eagle, in the e Gods, 
Mindleſs of warlike rage, aud hoſtile care, 
Plays round the rocky iff, or eryſtal flood; 

Till by Jove's high“ beheſts call'd out to war; 
And, charg'd with thunder of bis angry king, 
His boſom with the vengeful meſſage glows: 
Upward the noble bird directs his wing: {HY Hos 
And, tow ring round his maſter's earth- born fors, 


by 
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Swift he collects his fatal Rock of ire: 
Eifts his fierce, talos high, and darts the Sarked fre. 
REES IT 

Sedate and calm thus vicar Marlbro' 40. 
Shaded with laurels in his native land; 
Till Anna, calls him from his ſoft retreat, 
And gives her ſecond thunder to his hand. 
Then, leaving ſweet repoſe and gentle caſe, 
With ardent ſpeed he ſceks the diftant or: | 
Marching o'er hills and vales, oer rocks and ſeas; : 
He meditates, aud ſtrikes the wond*rous blow. | 
Our thought flies ſlower than our gen'ral's fame: 
Graſps he the bolt? (we e when he. has hoel'd the 

e., 
vu. 11 

When fierce Bavar, on on Judoign's len plain, 
Did from afar the Britiſh: chief behold; 
Bet wixt deſpair, and rage, and hope, . 
Something witbin his warring boſom rall'd: 
He views that fav rite of indulgent Fame, 
Whom whilom he had met on Iſter's ſhore: 
Too well, alas! the man he knows the ſame, 

Whoſe proweſs there repell'd the Boyan power; 
And ſeat them trembling through the frighted lands, 
Swift as the whirlwind drives Arabia nm. 8 
N | 

His former loſſes he forgets to grieve; 
Abſolves his fate, if with a kinder ray 
It now would ſhine, and only give him leave 
Io balance the account of Blenbeim's day. 
so the fell lion in the lonely glade, = 
His fide (ul ſmariing with the hunter's 8 


Though deeply wounded, no way yet diſmay * 
Roars terrible, and meditates new war; Top) 
In ſullen fury traverſes the plain, 
To find the vent'rous foe, and battle him again. 
IX. 

Miſguided prince! no longer urge thy fate: 
Nor tempt the hero to unequal war; 
Fam'd in misfortune, and in ruin great, 
Confeſs the force of Marlbro's ſtronger ſtar. 
Thoſe laurel groves (the merits of thy youth) 
Which thou from Mahomet didſt greatly gain, 
While, bold aſſertor of reſiſtlefs truth, | 


Thy ſword did godlike liberty maintain; 


Muſt from thy brow their falling honours ſhade : {| 
And their tranſ planted wreaths muſt deck a worthies 
* [head 
| Yet ceaſe the ways of Providence to blame; ; 
And human faults with human grief confeſs: 3 
Tis thou art chang'd; while heav'n is ſtill the ſame: 
From thy. ill counſels date thy ill ſucceſs. g 
Impartial Juſtice holds her equal ſcales; 
Till ſtronger virtue does the weight incline: 
If over thee thy glorious foc prevails; 
He now defends the cauſe that once was thine. 
"Righteous the war! the champion ſhall ſubdue; , 
For Jove's great handmaid, Pow'r, mult Jove's decree? 


| _ "pure, 
as XI. 


Hark f the dire trumpets ſound their ſhrill alarms: 
Auverquerque, branch'd from the renown'd Naſſaus, 
'Hoary in war, and bent beneath his arms, 1 
His glorious ſword with dauntleſs courage draws: 


me: 


; © 
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SEVERAL OCCASIONS... 10 
When anxious Britain mourn'd her parting lord; 


And all of William that was mortal dy'd; 


The faithful hero had receiv'd the ſword 


From his expiring maſter's much-lov'd ſide. 


Oft from its fatal ire has Louis flown, 
Wherce'er great William led, or Maeſe and Sambre run. 
XII. 
But, brandiſh'd high, in an ill-omen'd hour 


To thee, proud Gaul, behold thy juſteſt fear; 


The maſter ſword, diſpoſer of thy power: 
Tis that which Caeſar gave the Britiſh peer. 


He took the gift: Nor ever will I ſheathe 


This ſteel, (fo Anna's high beheſts ordain), 
The general ſaid, unleſs. by glorious death 


| Abſolv d. till conqueſt has confirm'd your reign. 


Returns like theſe our miſtreſs bids us make, 


When from a foreign prince a gift her Britons take. 


XIII. 

And now fires Gallia ruſhes on her foes, 
Her force augmented by the Boyan bands : 
So Volga's ſtream, increas'd by mountain-ſnows, 
Rolls with new fury down through Ruſſia's lands, 
Like two great rocks againſt the raging tide, 
(If Virtue's force with Nature's we compare, ) 
Unmoy'd the two united chiefs abide; 
Suſtain the impulſe, and receive the war. 
Round their firm ſides in vain the tempeſt beats; 


| * ſtill the foaming wave with leſſen d power retreats. 


XIV. 
The rage diſpers'd, the glorious pair TI 
With mingl'd anger and collected might, 
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„ POEMS UPON 
To turn the war, and tell aggreſſing Frande, 


How Britgin's ſons and Britain's friends can fight: | 
On conqueſt fix'd, and covetous of fame, t 
Behold them ruſhiag through the Galtic hoſt. 4 
Through ſtanding corns ſo tuns the ſudden game: FA 
Or ealteta winds along Sicilia's. coaſt. | ? 


Fe riſes {afe, but near, too near his ſide, 


Alas! their leſſen'd rage W e their . 


They deal their terrats to the adverſe nation: : 
Pale Death ene their arms; 550 ghaſtly Deſolation, l 
XV. J 

But, while with Gercoſt ire Sutton glows; 

And Europe rather hopes than fears her fate; 

While Britain preſſes her affficted foes: 

What horror damps the ſtrong, and Wells the great ! 

Whence losk the ſoldier's cheeks diſmay'd and pale? 

Erſt ever dreadful; know they now to dread ? 

The hoſtile ern 1 een amet n 


For, a lo! they etaud around their falling chief. 
FCC... ==, 

1, thank thee, Fate, dachi the fierce Bavar; ; 

Let Boya's trumpet grateful Jo's ſound: 2 ; 

I ſaw him fall, their thunderbok of war :>— + 3 

Ever to vengeance ſacred be the ground. 

Vain with! ſhort j joy! the bero mounts again, 

In greater glory, and. with fuller light. 

The ev ning ſtar fo falls into the main, 

To riſe at morn more prevalently bright. 


A good man's grievous lofs, a faithful ſervant dy'd. 


SEVERAL OGC ASTON B. ng 


5 | XVIl. 1 | { 

b Mars! the battle is . 1. 
he foe with leſſen'd wrath diſputes the field: 

The Briton fights, by fav'ring gods ſuſtain d: 
zreedom mult live; and, lawleſs power — 
ain now the tales which fabling poets tell, bas 

Fr hat wav'ring conqueſt (till deſires to rove!  _ 
| n Marlbro's camp the goddeſs knows to dwell > . 
ong as the hero's life remains her love. 

Again France flies; Again the Duke purſues: 
And on Ramilia's plains he Blenheim's fame renews. 

XVIII. 

Great thanks, O captain great in arms! receive. 
rom thy triumphant country's public voice: 
hy country greater thanks can only give 
ro Anne, to her who made thoſe arms her choice. 
Recording Shellenherg's and Blenheim's toils, - 

Ne dreaded leſt thou ſhouldſt thoſe toils teneat: 

e view'd the palace charg d with Galle ſpoils; 
And in thoſe ſpoils we thought thy praiſe compleat: 
For never Greek, ue deem'd, nor Raman knight, 

characters like theſe did e' er his acts indite. 

NI * | 

| Yet, mindleſs ſtill of eaſe, thy virtue flies 

\ pitch to old and modern times unknown: 
hoſe goodly deeds which woe ſo highly prire, 

perfect ſeem, great chief, to thee alone f ſtaid, 
Thoſe heights, where William's virtue might have 
nd on the ſubject world look'd ſafely: down; 
Marlbro' paſs'd, the props and ſteps were made 
blimer yet to raiſe his queen's renooun. 


3 
2 


r 
5 2 8 83 


8 EF 


16 POEMS UPON 
Still gaining more, ſtill lighting what he gain'd, 


Nought n Ws ee deem'd, while * undone 


| XX. | ſremain'd. 
When ſaift-wing'd Rumour told the mighty Gaul, 
How leſſen d from the field Bavar was fled; 

He wept the ſwiftneſs of the ehampion's fall ; 

And this the royal treaty-breaker ſaid. | 

And lives he yet, the great, the loſt Bavar; 

Ruin to Gallia, in the name of friend ? 

Tell me, how far has fortune been ſevere ? 

Has the foes glory, or our grief an end? 

Remains there, of the fifty thouſand loſt, 


To ſave our threate'd realm, or guard our ſhatter'd 


CALLE ES: ; ſcoaſt ? 2 
To the cloſe rock the frighted reven fie, 
Soon as the riſing eagle cuts the air: 
The ſhaggy wolf unſcen and trembling lies, 
When the hoarſe roar proclaims the lion near. 
II- ſtarr'd did we our forts and lines forſake, 
To dare our Britiſſi foes to open fight ; 
Our conqueſt we by ſtratagem ſhou'd make: 
Our triumph had been founded in our flight. 
"Tis ours, by craft and by ſurprizeto gain: 
1 theirs, to meet in wan 3 the plain. 
a eee 
The ancient father of this hoſtile I 
Their boaſted Brute, undaunted ſnatch'd his gods 


From burning Troy, and Xanthus red with blood; 


And fix'd on ſilver Thames his dire abodes: 
And this be Troynovante, he faid, the ſeat 
By heav'n ordain'd, my ſons, your laſting place: 


SEVERAL: OCCASIONS. rs 


perior here to all the bolts of Fate, 
ive mindful of the author of your race; 
hom neither Greece, nor war, nor want, nor flame, 
or great Pelndes: arm, nor Juno's rage cou'd tame. 
XXIII. 1 
Their Tudors hanes, and Stuart's offspring "mg : 
cence Edward, dreadful with his fable ſhicld; 
albot to Gallia's pow'r eternal foes _ 
nd Seymor, fam'd in council, or in field: 
ence Nevil, great to ſettle or dethrone; _ 
nd Drake and Ca' ndiſh, terrors of the ſea; 
Nence Butler's ſons, o'er land and ocean known; 
lerbert's and Churchill's warring progeny : 
Tence the long roll which Gallia ſhould ieee 
or oh! who, vanquiſh'd, loves the victor's fame to tell x: 
| XXIV. 
Envy'd Britannia, ſturdy as the oak, 
hich on her mountain-top: ſhe proudly bears 45 
ludes the. ax, and ſprouts againſt the ſtroke: 
trong from her wounds, and greater by her wars. 
nd as thoſe teeth, which Cadmus ſow'd in-carth,. 
roduc'd new youth, and furniſh'd freſh ſupplies : 
o with young vigour, and ſucceeding birth, 
Jer loſſes more than recompens'd ariſe: 
And ev'ry age ſhe with a race is crown'd, - 
Por letters. more polite; in battles more renown'd.. 
Obſtinate pow'r, whom nothin g can repel ;. 
or the fierce Saxon, nor the Dane; 
or deep impreſſion of the Norman ſteel; 
or Europe's force amaſs'd by envious Spain; 
or France, on univerſal ſway intent, 


46 =: POEMS UPON 


Nor (frequent bane of weaken'd 8 
Their owns inteſtine feuds, and mutual jars; 
Thoſe feuds and jars, in which I truſted more, 
Than in wytroops, and fleets, and. ute Gallic pov r. 
To fruitful Rheiws, or fair Lutetia's gate, 
. — What tidings ſhall the meſſenger convey ? 
or witred pricſt appoint the ſolemn day ? 
Alas! my praiſes they no more muſt fing ; 
'They to my ſtatue now muſt bow no more: 
Fall'n, falPn forever is the Gallic <a 
The woman chief is maſter of the wr: 
Zarth e eee be w, and ande heav'n by 
_— ae 
EEE XXVII. iT 
enn e 
. Thy couneil and thy deed, viftorions queen; 
What ſhall thy ſubjecta fay, and what thy friends? | 
How ſhall thy triumphs in our joy be feew? 
Oh! deign to let the eldeſt of the Nine 
Recite Britannia great, and Gallia free: 
Oh! with her ſiſter Seulpture let her join 
To raiſe, great Anne, the monument to thee; 
To thee, of all our good the ſacred ſpring; | 
To thee, our deareft dread; to thee, our ſofter Ring. 
F 
Let Europe fav'd the column high erect. 
Than Trajan's higher, or than Antonine's; 
Where ſembling art may carve the fair effect, . 


** 


, 
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And full atchievement of thy great deſigns, 
In a calm heav'n, and a ſtrener air; 
Sublime the queen ſhall on the ſummit ſtand, 
From danger far, as far remoy'd from fear :; 
And pointing down to earth her dread command, 
All winds, all ſtorms that threaten human woe, 
Shall fink . their feet; and ſpread nnn 
| XXIX. 
Their flects ſhall ſtrive by winds and waters toſt ; 
Till the young Auſtrian on Iberia's ſtrand, 
Great as Ancas on the Latian coaſt, 
Shall fix his foot: And this, be this the hn, 
Great Jove, where I forever will remain, | 
(The empire's other hope Hall fay); and here 
Vanquiſh d, intomb'd I' lie; or crown'd, POR 
O virtue, to thy Britiſh mother dear! | 
Like the fam'd Trojan ſuffer and abide : 
For Anne is thine, 1 Seen, as Venus was his guide. 
XXX. | 
There, in eternal characters engray'd, 
Vigo, and Gibraltar, and Barcelone, 
Their force deftroy'd, their privileges ſav'd,. 
Shall Anna's terrors and her mercics own : 
Spain from th* uſurper Bourbon's arms retricy'd; 
Shall with new life and grateful joy appear; 
Numb'ring the wonders which that youth atchiev'd; 
Whom Anna clad in arms, and ſent to war; 
Whom Anna ſent to claim Iberia's throne : 
And made him more than King, in calling him her ſon. 
| „ 
There Iſter pleas'd, by Blenheim's glorious field 
Rolling, ſhall bid his eaſtern waves declare 
Vol. II. B : 
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Germania ſav'd by Britain's ample ſhield ; 
Ant bleeding Gaul afflicted by. her ſpear 2 _ 
Shall bid him mention Malbro, on that ſhore 
Leading his iſlanders, renown'd in arms, | 
Thro' climes where never Britiſh chief before 
Or pitch'd his camp, or ſounded his-alarms : 

Shall bid them bleſs the Queen, who made his ſtreams 
Glorious as thoſe of Bom and b as thoſe 1 nn 
= XXXII. 

e e with fiel ds, 4 cans with tow'rs, 
With decent joy ſhall her Deliv'rer meet ; 
Shall own thy arms, great Queen, and bleſs thy pow? rs, 
Laying the keys beneath thy ſubject's feet. 
Flandria, by plenty made the home of war, 
Shall weep her crime, and bow to Charles reſtor'd ; 
With double vows ſhall bleſs thy happy care, 
In having drawn, and having ſheath'd the ſword. 
From theſe their ſiſter provinces ſhall know, 
How Anne ſupports a friend, and how forgives a foe. 

XXXIIL. 

| Bright ſwords, and creſted helms, and pointed ſpear 
In artful piles around the work ſhall lic ; 
And ſhields indented deep in ancient wars, 
Blazon'd with ſigns of Gallic heraldry; 
And ſtandards with diſtinguiſh'd honours bright, 
Marks of high pow'r and national command ; 
Which Valois' ſons, and Bourbon's bore in fight ; 
Or gave to Foix*, or to Montmorancy's hand: 
Great ſpoils, which Gallia muſt to Britain yield, 
From Creſſy's battle ſay'd, to grace Ramilia's field. 


1 
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XXXTV. 

And as fine art the ſpaces may difpoſe, 
The knowing thought and curious eye ſhall fee 
Thy e ublem, gracious Queen, the Britiſh roſe, 
Type of ſweet rule, and gentle majeſty; : 
The Northern thiſtle, whom no hoſtile hand 
Unhurt too rudely may provoke, | ween; 


Hibernia's harp, device of her command, 


And parent of her mirth, ſhall there be ſeen : 
Thy vanquiſh'd lilies, France, decay'd and torn, 


Shall with diſorder'd pomp the laſting work adorn. 


XXXV. 
3 great Queen, oh! very far beneath, 


Near to the ground, and on the humble baſe; 


To ſave herſelf from darkneſs, and from death, 


That Muſe deſires the laſt, the loweſt place; 


Who tho' unmeet, yet touch'd the trembling ſtring; 


For the fair fame of Anne, and Albion's land; 


Who. durſt of war and martial fury ſing: 


And when thy will, and when thy ſubject's hand 


Had quell'd thoſe wars, and bid that fury ceaſe ; 
Hangs up her grateful harp to conqueſt, and to peace. 


CANTATA.. 
Set by Monſieur GALL1ARD. 
RE CIT. 
ENEATH a verdaut laurel's ample ſhade, 

His lyre to mournful numbers ſtrung, 
Horace, immortal bard, ſupinely laid, 
To Venus thus addreſs'd the ſong: 
Ten thouſand little loves around 


Liſt'ning, dwelt on ev' ry ſound. 
S's: - 
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> AR1 ET. 
Potent Venus, bid thy ſon 
Sound no more his dire alarms. 
Youth in filent wings is flown: 
Graver years come rolling on. 
Spare my age, unfit for arms: 
Safe and humble let me reſt, 
From all am'rous care releas d. 
Potent Venus, bid thy fon 
Sound no more his dire alarms. 
ieee 
Yet, Venus, why do I each morn prepare 
The fragrant wreath for Cloe's hair? 
Why do all day lament and ſigh, 
_ Unleſs the beauteous maid be nigh ? | 
And why all night purſue her, in my dreams, 
Thro* flow'ry meads, and eryſtal ſtreams ? 
RECrT. 
Thus fuog the bard; and thus the goddeſs ſpoke - 
Submiſſive bow to love's imperious yoke ; 
Ev'ry ſtate, and ev'ry age 
Sball own my rule, and fear my rage: 
. Compell'd by me thy muſe ſhall prove, 
That all the world was born to love. 
ARIET. 
Bid thy deftin'd lyre diſcover 
Soft deſire, and gentle paid : 
Often praiſe, and always love her : 
Thro' her ear her heart obtain. 
Verſe ſhall pleaſe, and G ghs ſhall r move her: 
Cupid does with Phoebus r reign, 
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Her right Name. 


A 5 Nancy at her toilet ſat, 

4 Admiring this, and blaming that; 
Tell me, ſhe ſaid, but tell me true, 

The nymph who cou'd your heart ſuhdue: 
What ſort of charms does ſhe poſſeſs ? 
Abſolve me, fair one, Pu confeſs. 

With pleaſure, 1 reply'd. Her hair, 

In ringlets, rather dark than fair, 

Does down her iv'ry boſom roll; 

And hiding balf, adorns the whole. 

In her high forehead's fair half- round 
Love ſits in open triumph erown'd; 

He in the dimple of her chin, 

In private ſtate, by friends is ſeen. 

Her eyes are neither black, nor gray; 

Nor fierge, nor fechle is their ray: 

Their duhious luſtre ſeems to ſhow 
Something that ſpeaks, nor yes, nor no. 
Her lips no living bard, I weet, 

May fay, how red, how round, how ſweet : 
Old Homer only coy'd indite | 
Their vagrant grace, and ſoft delight: 
They ſtand recorded in his book, 
When Helen ſmil'd, and Hebe ſpoke 
The gipſy tur ning to her glaſs, 

Too plainly ſhow'd, ſhe knew the face: 
And which am I moſt like, ſhe ſaid, 
Your Cloe, or your Nut-brown Maid ? 


B 3 
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Written in Ovip. 


VID is the ſureſt guide, | 
You can name, to ſhow the way 
To auy woman, maid, or bride, 


Who reſolves to 80 _— 


A Tau Map. 
O, no; for my virgiaity, | | 
When I loſe that, ſays Roſe, I'll die : : 


Behind the elms, laſt night, cry'd Dick, 
Roſe, were you not extremely ſick ? 


* 


| ANOTHER 
EN months after Florimel happen'd to wed; 
And was brought in a laudable manner to bed : 
She warbled her groans with ſo charming a voice, 
That one half of the pariſh was ſtunn'd with the noiſe. 
But when Florimel deign'd to lie privately in, 
Ten months before ſhe and her ſpouſe were a-kin ; 
She choſe with ſuch prudence her pangs to conceal, 
That her nurſe, nay her gang ſcarce heard her once 
ſqueal. 

Learn, huſbands, from hence, for the peace of your lives, 
That maids make not half ſuch a tumult as wives. 


A Reaſonable Affliction. 


N bis death-bed poor Lubin lies; ; U 
His ſpouſe is in deſpair: . 
With frequent ſobs, and mutual eries, 
They both expreſs their care. 
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A diff'rent cauſe, ſays parſon Sly, 
The ſame effect may give: 

Poor Lubin fears that he ſhall die; 
His wife, that he may live. 


Another. Reaſonable Affliction. 


ROM her own native France as old Aliſon paſt, 
She reproach'd * * with es or in 
malice; 
That the flattern had left, in the 1. ES and WY | 
Her lady's complexion, and eye-brows at Calais. 


ANOTHER. 
ER eye-brow-box one morning loſt, 
| (The belt of folks are oftineſt eroſt;)) 
Sad Helen thus to Jenny ſaid, 
Her careleſs, but afflicted maid 3 
Put me to bed then, wretched Jane :- 
Alas! when ſhall I riſe again? 


I can behold no mortal now: _ 
For what's an eye without a brow ? 


On the ſame Subject: 


Na dark corner of the houſe 
Door Helen ſits; and ſobs and cries: 
She will not ſee her loving ſpouſe ;: 
Nor her more dear piquet-allies. 
Unleſs ſhe finds her eye-brows, 
She'll e' en weep out her eyes. 
Ba 


On the Same. 
E LE N was juſt ſlipt into bed; 
Her eye-brows on the toilet lay: 
Away the kitten with them fed, 
As fees belonging to her prey. 


For this midfortune curelefs Jane, 
Aſſure yourſelf, was loudly rated; 


And madam, getting up again, - 
With her own hand the er baits, 


On little things, as fages write, 
Depends our human joy, or ſorrow ; 
If we don't catch a mouſe to-night, 


Alas ! no eye-hrows for to-morrow. 


PHYLLISs AGE. 


OW old may Phyllis be, you uk, 
Whoſe beauty thus all hearts engages? 
To anſwer is no eaſy taſk: 
F For ſhe has 1 two ages. 


Stiff in . and inch d in . 
Her patches, paint, and zjewels ons 
All day let Envy view her face; 
And Phyllis is but twenty-one. 


Paint, patches, jewels laid aſide ; 
At night aſtronomers agree, 
The evening has the day bely'd ; 
And Phyllis is ſome ferty-three. - 
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Forma bonum fragile. 
HAT a frail thing is beauty, fays Baron le Cras, 
Perceiving his miſtreſs had one eye of glaſs : 
And ſcarcely had he ſpoke it: 

When ſhe more confus d, as more angry he grew, 

By a negligent rage prov'd the maxim too true: 
rn eye, and broke it. 


NG OY . 


1rOW der Gene eds art to poor Nell ? 
Hen She was painting nt oper xx the 22 
n e | 


AN 3 RAM. 


Written to the Duke de No A1 LLE8. 
AIN the concern which you expreſs, 


That unca}Fd Alard will pofleſs 
Your houſe and.coach, both day and night; ; 


And that Macbeth was haunted lefs 
By Banquo's reſtleſs ſpright. 


| With fifteen honſand pounds a year, | 
Do you complain, you cannot bear 


An ill, you may ſeon retrieve ? 
Good Alard, faith, is modeſter 


By much, than you believe. 


Did him but fity Louis' d'or ; 
And you ſhall never ſee him more: 
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Take the advice; probatum eft. 
do the gods indulge our ſtore, 
ell. yy 


EPILOGUE TO PHADRA. 


aan by Mrs OLve IELD, who ated 1811 TH 
' ADIES, to-night your pity I implore 
For one, who never troubled you before: 
An Oxford man, extremely read in Greek, 
Who from Euripides makes Phaedra ſpeak ;. 
And comes to town, to let us moderns know, 
How women lov'd two thouſand years ago. 
If that be all, ſaid I, e en burn your play: 
T gad! we know all that, as well as they: 
Show us the youthful, handſome charioteer, 
Firm in his ſeat, and running his career; 
Our ſouls. would kindle with as gen' rous flames, 
As e er inſpir'd the antient Grecian dames ; 
Ev'ry Iſmena would reſign her breaſt; 
And ev ry dear Hippolytus'be bleſt. 
But, as it is, ſix flouncing Flanders mares- 
Are e'en as good, as any two of theirs : 
And if Hippolytns can but contrive 
To buy the gilded chariot ; John can drive. 
Now, of the buſtle you have ſeen to-day, 
And Phaedra's morals in this . play, 


Phaedra and Hippolytus, a Tragcdy, written by Mr. 
| Edmund Smith. 
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Something at leaſt in juſtice ſhould be faid : 
But tliis Hippolytus ſo fills one's head —— 
Well! Phacdra liv'd as chaſtely as ſhe cou'd; 
For ſhe was father Jove's own fleſh and blood. 
Her aukward love indeed was odly fated : 
She and her Polly were too near related: 
And yet that ſcruple had been laid aſide, 
If honeſt Theſcus had but fairly dy d. 
But when he came, what needed he to know, 
But that all matters ſtood i in ſtatu quo? 
There was no harm, you ſee; or grant there were, 
She might want conduct ; but he wanted care. 
*Twas in a huſband little leſs than rude, 
Upon his wite's retirement to intrude— 
He ſhould have ſent a night or two before, 
That he would come exact at ſuch an hour: 
Then he had turn'd all tragedy to jeſt; 
Found ev'ry thing contribute to his reſt : 
The picquet friend diſmiſs'd, the coaſt all clear; 
And ſpouſe alone, impatient for her dear. 

But if theſe gay reflections come too late, 
To keep the guilty Phacdra from her fate; 
If your more ſerious judgment mult condemn. 
The dire effects of her unhappy flame: 
Yet, ye chaſte matrons, and ye tender fair, 
| Let love and innocence engage your care: 
My ſpotleſs flames to your protection take, 
And ſpare poor Phaedra for Iſmena's ſake. 


} - 


EPILOGUE LUCIUS. 


Spoken by Mrs HoR TON. 


HE female author who recites to-day, 

Trufts to her ſex the merit of her play. | 
Like father Bayes ſecurely ſhe ſits down : 
Pit, box, and gallery, gad all's our own. 
In antient Greece, ſhe fays, when Sappho writ ; 


By their applauſe the critics ſhow'd their wit: 
They tun d their voices to her lyric. ftripg ; Ki 


Though they cou'd all do any fy more than ng. 


$ 


But one exception to this fact we 
That booby Phaon only w was unkind; 
An ill-bred boatman, rough as waves and wind. 
From Sappho down to all ſucceediog g ages, 
And now on French, or on Tralian Ntages, 
Rough ſatyrs, ſly remarks, ill natur'd ſpeeches 
Are always aim'd at poets that wear breeches. 
_ Arm'd with Longinus, or with Rapin, no man 
Drew a ſharp pen upon a naked woman. 
The bluſt'ring bully on our neighb'ri ring ſtreers 
Scorns to attack the female that-he meets : 
Fearleſs the petticoat contemns his frowns : : 
The hoop fecures whatever it furrounds. 
The many-eolour d gentry there above, 
By turns are rul'd by tumult, and by! love: 
And while their ſweet-hearts their attention fix, 
Suſpend the din of their damn'd clatt'ring ſticks.- 


Lucius, the firſt Chriſtian king of Britain; a tragedy, 


written by Mrs Manley. 
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Now, e 

To you our author makes her ſoft requeſt, 

Who ſpeak the kindeſt, and who write the beſt :. 
Your ſympathetic hearts ſhe hopes to move, 
From tender friendſhip and endearing love. 

H Petrareh's Maſe did Laura's wit rehearſe ; 
And Cowley flatter'd dear Orinda's verſe; 

she hopes from you----pox take her hopes and fears: 
1 plead her fex's claim: What matters her's ? 

By our full pow'r of beauty we think fit, 

To damn this Salique law impos'd on wit: 

We 11 try the empire you io long have boaſted ; 

And if we are not prais'd, we'll not be tokſted. 
Approve what one of us preſents to-night ; 

Or ev'ry mortal woman here ſhall write: 

Rural, pathetic, narrative, ſublime, 

We'll write to you, and make you write in rhyme; 
Female remarks ſhall take up all your time. 

Your time, poor ſouls! we'll take your very money; 
Female third days will come fo thick upon you. 
As long as we have eyes, or hands, or breath, 

We'll look, or write, or talk you all to death; 
Unleſs you yield for better and for worſe. 

Then the ſnhe-Pegaſus ſhall gain the courſe; 

And the gray mare will prove the better horſe, 


; 


The TulkEr and the CokpELIER. ABALLAPD. 


To the Tune of King John and the Abbot of Canterbury, | 

; | [Greve, 
HO 3 e er been at Paris, muſt needs know the 
The fatal retreat of th' unfortunate brave: 
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Where honour and juſtice moſt odly contribute, 
To eaſe hero's pains by a halter and gibbet. 
Derry down, down, hey derry down. 
on; 
There death unde the ſhackles which force 3 put 
And the hangman compleats what the judge but begun: 
There the *ſquire of the pad, and the knight of the poſt, 
Find their pains no more balk'd, and their hopes no 
Derry down, Ke. [more croſs'd. 
25 | [known ; 
Great claims are there made, and great ſecrets are 
And the king. and the law, and the thief has his own. 
But my hearers cry out, What a duce doſt thou ail? 
Cut off thy reflections, and give us thy tale. 
Derry down, &c. 
NTuas there then, in civil reſpect to harſh laws; 
And for want of falſe witneſs, to back a bad cauſe; 
A Norman, though late, was oblig'd to appear: 
And who to aſſiſt but a grave Cordelier ? 
Derry down, &c. 


The *ſquire, whoſe good grace was to open the ſcene, 
Seem'd not in great haſte that the ſhow ſhou'd begin: 
Nou fitted the halter, now travers'd the cart; 

And often took leave, hut was loth to ** | 
Derry down, &c. 


What frightens you thus, my ſon ? ſays the prieſt: 
Tou murder'd, are ſorry; and bave been confeſs'd. 
O father! my ſorrow will fcarce ſave my bacon : . 
Tor 'twas not that I murder'd, but that I was taken. 

Derry down, &c. 
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[fancies 2 
Pough! pri'vthee ne'er 83 thy head with ſuch - 
Rely on the aid you ſhall have from St Francis: | 
If the money you promis'd be brought to the cheſt; 
You have only to die : 'Let the church do the reſt. 
Derry down, &c. 


And what will folks ſay, if FER ſee you afraid: 
It reflects upon me, as I knew not my trade: 


Courage, friend; to-day is your period of ſorrow: 


And things will go better, believe me, to-morrow. 
Derry down, &c. | 


To-morrow ? our hero reply'd in a fright : 
He that's hang'd. before noon ought to think of to-night. 
Tell your beads, quoth the prieſt, and be fairly truſs'd 
For you ſurely to-night ſhall in Paradiſe TIO ſup; 
Derry down, &c. 


- 


Alas! quoth the*ſquire, howe'er ſumptuous the rout, 


Parbleu, I have little ſtomach to eat: 


I ſhould therefore eſteem it great favour and grace, 
Would you be fo kind as to go ia my place. 
Derry Sewn, &c. 
boot; 
That I wou'd, quoth the father, and thank you to 
But our actions, you know, with our duty mult ſuit, 
The feaſt I propos'd to you I cannot taſte; 
For this night, by our wee is mark'd for a faſt. 
Derry down, &c. 


Then, turning about to the hangman, he ſaid; 
Diſpatch me, I pr'ythee, this troubleſome blade: 
For thy cord and my cord both equally tie: 

And we live by the gold for which other men die. 
Derry down, &c. 
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Ai EPITAPH 


[| 
| 
: 
: 
| 


Stet g quicungue volet potens 
Aulae culmine lubrico, &c. _ SEN BC. 


122288 beneath this marble ſtone, 
Lie ſaunt' ring Jack, und idle Jeans. 
While rolling threeſcort years and one 
Did round this globe their courſes run; 
If human things went ill or well; 
If changing empires roſe and fell; 
The morning paſt, the evening eame, 
And found this couple ſtill the fame. 
They walk'd and eat, good folks, what then ? 
Why then they walk'd and eat again: 
They ſoundly ſlept the night away: 
They juſt did nothing all the day. 
And, having bury d children four, 
Would not take pains to try for more. 
1 No ſiſter either had, nor brother: 
1 They ſeem's juſt tally'd for each other, 
F Their moral and occonomy 
Moſt perfectly they made agree: 
Each virtue kept its praper bound, 
Nor treſpaſs'd on the other's ground. 
Nor fame nor cenſure they regarded : 
They neither puniſh'd nor rewarded. 
He car'd not what the footmen did : 
Her maids ſhe neither prais'd nor chid. 
So ev'ry ſervant took his courſe ; 
And, bad at firſt, they all grew worſe. 
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Slothful diforder fla his ſtable; 
And luttiſh plenty deck 'd her table. 
Their beer was ſtrong; their wine was Port; 
Their meal was large; their grace was ſhort. 
They gave the poor the remnant meat, 
Juſt when it grew not fit to eat. 

They paid the church and pariſh rate; 
And took, but read not the receipt; 
For which they claim their Sunday's due, 
Of ſlumb' ring in an upper pew. 

No man's defects ſought they to know 
So never made themſelves a foe. 
No man's good deeds did they commend; 
So never rais'd themſelves a friend, 
Nor cheriſh'd they relations poor; 
Fhat might decreaſe their preſent ſtore: 
Nor barn nor houſe did they repair; 
That might oblige their future heir. 

They neither added, nor confounded : 
They neither wanted, nor abounded. 
Each Chriſtmas they acconnts did clear; 
And wound their bottom round the year. 
Nor tear nor ſmile did they employ, - 
At news of public grief or joy. 
When bells were rung, and bonfires made, 
If aſk*d, they ne'er deny d their aid: 
Their jug was to the ringers carry'd, 
Whoever either dy'd or 1earry'd. 
Their billet at the fire was found, 
Whoever was depos'd or crown'd. 

Nor good, nor bad, nor fools, nor wiſe; 
They would not nr nor could adviſe; 

Vo. II. C ; 


34 | POEMS UPON 


Without love, hatred; joy, or fear, 

They led-—-a kind of—-as it were: 

Nor wiſh'd, nor car'd, nor laugh'd, nor ra. 
And fo they liv'd, and fo they "_ | 


HO RA CE, Lib. I. Epiſt. IX. 


Septimius, Claudi, nimirum intelligit unus, 
Quanti me facias, &c. 


LM TT 4 TED. 


To the Right Honourable Mr HARL Ev. 


D AR Dick, howe'er it comes into his head, 
Believes as firmly as he does his creed, 
That you and I, Sir, are extremely great; 
Though I plain Mat. you miniſter of ſtate. 

One word from me, without all doubt, he ſays, 
Wou'd fix his fortune in ſome little place. 

Thus better than myſelf, it ſeems, he knows, 
How far my intereſt with my patron goes ; - 
And, anſwering all objections I can make, 

Still plunges deeper in his dear miſtake, 

From this wild fancy, Sir, there may proceed 
One wilder yet, which I foreſee, and dread ; 
That I, in fact, a real intereſt have, | 
Which to my own advantage I would fave; 
And, with the uſual courtier's trick, intend 
To ſerve myſelf, forgetful of my friend. 

To ſhun this cenſure, I all ſhame lay by; 
And make my reaſon with his will comply; 
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Hoping, for my excuſe, twill be confeſs'd, 
That, of two evils, I have choſe the leaſt. 
So, Sir, with this epiſtolary ſcroll, 

Receive the partner of my inmoſt ſoul : 
Him you will find in letters and in laws 
Not unexpert; firm to his country's cauſe ; 
Warm in the glorious intereſt you purſue: 
And, in one word, a good man and a true, 


To Mr HARLEV, wounded by. Guiſcard. 
i Þ 6 7 IN 


— ab ipſo 
Dacit opes animumque ferro, Hor. 


I. 
None great now, ſuperior to an age, 
The full extremes of Nature's force we find : 
How heav'nly virtue can exalt, or rage 
Infernal, how degrade the human mind. 
| II. 
While tlie fierce monk does at his trial ſtand; 
le chews revenge, abjuring his offence: 
Guilt in his tongue, and murder in his hand; 
He ſtabs his judge, to prove his innocence. 
| III. 
The guilty. ſtroke and torture of the ſteel 
Infix'd, our dauntleſs Briton ſcarce perceives : 
The wounds his country from his death muſt feel, 
The patriot views; for thoſe alone he grieves. 
| C2 


The barb'rous rage that durſt attempt thy liſe, 
Harley, great eounſellor, extends thy fame: 
And the ſharp point of cruel Guiſeard's knife, 
In braſs and marble carves thy deathleſs name. 
| | v. 
Faithful aſſertor of thy country's cauſe, | 
Britain with tears ſhall bathe thy glorious wound; 
She for thy ſafety ſhall enlarge her laws: | 
Ant in her ſtatutes ſhail thy worth be found. | 
VI. 
Yet midſt her ſighs ihe triumphs, on the hand | 
Reflecting, that diffus'd the public woe; 
A ſtranger to her altars and her land : 
No ſon of hers could meditate this blow. 
VIII. 
| Miantine thy pain is gracious Anna's care : 
Our queen, our faint, with ſacrificing breath | 
- Softens thy anguiſh ; In her powerful pray'r 
She pleads thy ſervice; and forbids thy death. 
| VIII. | 
Great as thou art, thou canſt demand no more; 
O breaſt, bewail'd by earth, preſerv'd by heav'n! 
No higher can aſpiring virtue ſoar: | 
Enough to thee of grief and fame is giv'n. 


An extempore Invitation to the Earl of | 
- Oxrorn, Lord High Treaſurer, 1712. 


My LoRD, 
UR weekly friends to-morrow meet 
At Matthew's palace, in Duke-ſtreet ; 
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To try, for obe, if they can Aide 

On bacon-ham and mutton chine. 

If, weary'd with the great — 

Which Britain truſts to Harley's cares, 

Thou, humble ſtateſman, may' It Ack, 
Thy mind one moment to SEE . 
To ſee thy ſervant, from his ſoul, 

Crown with thy health the ſprightly bow!: 
Among thy gueſts, which &er my houfe 
Receiv d, it never can produce | 

Of honour a more glorious proof 
Though Dorſet us'd to bleſs the roof. 


ERLE ROBERTs MICE. 
In Chaucer's Style. 


W AY mice, full blythe and amicable; 
hatten beſide Erle Robert's table. 
Lies there ne trap their necks to catch; 
Ne old black eat their ſteps to watch. 
Their fill they eat of fowl and fiſh; 
Feaſt-lyche, as heart of mouſe mote wiſh. 

As gueſts ſat jovial at the board; | 
Forth leap'd our mice: Eftſoons the Lord 
Of Boling, whilome John the Saint, 

Who maketh oft propos full queint, 
Laugh'd jocund, and aloud he cry'd, 
To Matthew ſeated on t' oth” fide; 
To thee, lean bard, it doth pertain 
To underſtand theſe creatures tweine. 
Come frame us now ſome clean' device, 
Or a rhyme on yonder mice, 
Cy 
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They ſeem, God ſhield me, Mat. and Charles. | 
Bad as Sir Topaz, or Squire Quarles, = 
(Matthew did for the nonce reply,) 
At emblem or device am Is 
But could I chaunt or rhyme, pardie,.. 
Clear as Dan Chaucer, or. as thee ; 
Ne verſe from me (fo God. me ſhrive) 
On mouſe, or other beaſt alive. 5 
Certes, I have theſe many days 
Sent myne poetic herd to graze. 
Ne armed knight ydrad in war | 
With lyon fierce will I compare: FP 
Ne judge unjuſt, with furred __ 
Harming in ſecret guiſe the flocks > 
Ne-prieſt unworth of goddeſs cat. 
To ſwine ydrunk, or filthy ſtoat. 
Elk ſimile farewel for ay, 
From elephant, I trow, to flea.. 
Reply'd the friendlike peer, I weene, 
Matthew is angred on the ſplcen. 
Ne ſo, quoth Mat. ne ſhall be e'er, 
With wit that falleth all fo fair: 8 
Eftſoons, well weet ye, mine intent 
Boweth to your commandement. 
If by theſe creatures ye have ſeen, 
Pourtrayed Charles and Matthew been; 
| Behoveth neet to wreck my brain, 
The reſt in order to explain. i 
That cup-board, where the mice diſport, 
I liken to St. Stephen's court : 


* The Exchequer. 
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Therein is ſpace enough, 1 trow, - 

For elke comrade to come and goe: 

And therein eke may both be fed 

With ſhiver of the wheaten bread. 

And when, as theſe mine eyen ſurvey, 

They ceaſe to ſkip, and ſqueak and play ; 

Return they may to diff rent cells, 

Auditing one, whilſt t' other tells. | 
Dear Robert, quoth the Saint, whoſe mind 

In bounteous deed no mean can bind ; 

Now as I hope to grow devout, 

I deem this matter well made out. 

Laugh I, whilſt thus I ſerious pray? | 

Let that be wrought which Mat. doth ſay: 

Yea, quoth the Erle, but not to day. 


/ ; 


In the ſame Style. 


F U LL oft doth Mat. with Topaz dine; 
Eateth bak'd meats, drinketh Greek wine: 

But Topaz his own werk rehearſcth ; 

And Mat. mote praiſe what Topaz verſeth. 

Now ſure as prieſt did e' er ſhrive ſinner, 

Full hardly earneth Mat. his dinner. 


In the ſame Style. 

AIR Suſan did her wife-hede well menteine, 

Algates aſſaulted fore by letchours tweine. 

Now, and I read aright that auncient ſong, | 
Olde were the paramours, the dame full young. 
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Had thilke ſame tale in other guiſe been tolde; 
Had they been young, (pardie) and ſhe been ode: 
That, by St Kit, had wrought much ſorer — J 
Full merveillous, I wote, were fwilk e 


1 8 = * 


A FLowER Pasted by $ S0 TIEN 


HE N fam'd Var this little wonder drew; 
Flora vouchfaf'd the growing work to view: 
Finding the painter's ſcience at a ſland, | * 
The goddeſs ſnatch'd the pencil from his l, 
And finiſhing the piece, ſhe ſmiling faid : 
Behold one work of mine, that ne'er ſhall fade. 


| +, the Lady een HARLEY, ſince 
Marchioneſs of CARMAR THEN, on a Co- 
lumn of her drawing. 

W HEN future ages ſhall with wonder view 
Theſe glorious lines, which Harley's daughter 
They ſhall confeſs that Britain could not raiſe [drew 

A fairer column to the father's praiſe. ; 


PrOTOGENEsS and APELLES. 
H E N poets wrote, and painters drew, | 
As nature pointed out the view : RE 
Ere Gothic forms were known in Greece, | 
To ſpoil the well-proportion'd piece : 
And in our yerſe ere monkiſh rhimes 


Had jangl'd their fantaſtic chimes : 
Ere on the flow'ry lands of Rhodes 


Thoſe knights had fix'd their dull abodes, 
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Who knew not much to paint or write; 
Nor car'd to pray, nor dar'd to fight: 
Protogenes, hiſtorians note, 
Liv'd there a burgeſs ſeot and lot; 
And, as old Pliny's writings ſhow, 
Apelles did the ſame at Co. 
Agreed theſe points of time and place, 
Proceed we in the preſent caſe. 
Picqu'd by Protogenes's fame, 
From Co to Rhodes Apelles came; 
To ice a rival and a friend; 
Prepar'd to cenſure, or commend; - 
Here to abſolve, and there object, 
As art with candour might direct. 
He ſails, he lands, he comes, he rings; 
His ſervants follow with the things: 
Appears the governante of th' houſe; 
For ſuch in Greece were much in uſe : 
If young or handſome, yea or no, 
Concerns not me, or thee to know. 
Does ſquire Protogenes live here? 
Yes, Sir, ſays ſhe, with gracious air, 
And curt'ſey low; but juſt call'd out 
By lords peculiarly devout; 
Who came on purpoſe, Sir, to borrow 
Our Venus, for the feaſt to-morrow, 
To grace the church; *tis Venus' day: 
1 hope, Sir, you intend to ſtay, 
To ſee our Venus: *Tis the piece | 
The moſt renown'd throughout all Greece: 
po like the original they ſay: 
But I have no great {kill that way. 
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But, Sir, at ſix, (tis now paſt three, ) 

Dromo muſt make my maſter's tea: 

At ſix, Sir, if you pleaſe to come, 

You'll find my maſter, Sir, at home. 
Tea, fays a critic, big with laughter, 

Was found ſome twenty ages after; 

Authors, before they write, ſhould read. 

Tis very true; but we'll proceed. | 
And, Sir, at preſent would you pleaſe 

To leave your name fair maiden, yes. 

Reach me that board. No ſooner ſpoke, 

But done. With one judicious ſtroke, 

On the plain ground, Apelles drew 

A circle regularly true : 

And will you pleaſe, ſweet heart, ſaid he, 

To ſhew your maſter this from me ? 

By it he preſently will know, 

How painters write their names at Co. 
He gave the pannel to the maid. 

Smiling and curt*fing, Sir, ſhe ſaid, 

I ſhall not fail to tell my maſter : 

And, Sir, for fear of all diſaſter, 

I'll keep it my own ſelf : Safe bind, 

Says the old proverb, and ſafe find. 

So, Sir, as ſure as key or locx 

Tour ſervant, Sir---at fix a clock. 

Again at ſix Apelles came; 

Found the ſame prating civil dame. 

Sir, that my maſter has been here, 

Will by the board itſelf appear. 

If from the perfect line he found, 

He has preſum'd to ſwell the round; 
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Or colours on the draught to lay ; 

"Tis thus, (he order'd me to ſay,) 

Thus write the painters of this iſle :. 

Let thoſe of Co remark the ſtyle. _ 
She ſaid; and to his hand reſtor'd 

The rival pledge, the miſſive board. 

Upon the happy line were laid 

Such obvious light, and eaſy ſhade ; 

That Paris” apple ſtood confeſt, 

Or Leda's egg, or Cloe's breaſt. 
Apelles view'd the fini{h'd piece; 

And live, ſaid he, the arts of Greece! 

Howe'er Protogenes and I 

May in our rival talents vie; 

Howe'er our works may have expreſs d, 

Who trueſt drew, or colour'd belt; 

When he beheld my flowing line; 

He ſound at leaſt I could deſign : 

And from his artful round, 1 grant, 

That he with perfect {kill can paint. 

The dulleſt genius cannot fail 

To find the moral of my tale : 

That the diſtinguiſh'd part of men, 

With compaſs, pencil, ſword, or pen, 

Should in life's. viſit leave their name, 

In characters, which may proclaim, 

That they with ardor ſtrove to raiſe 

At once their arts, and country's praiſe z 

And in their working took great care, 

That all was full, and round, and fair. 
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Droczfrus and HERAclirus. 
| pear dear droll, reviſit earth; 
And with our follies glut thy heighten'd mirth : 
Sad Heraclitus, ſerious wretch, return, | 
In louder grief our greater crimes to mourn. 
Between you both I unconcern'd ſtand by : 
fr, can I laugh ? and honeſt, need 1 cry ? 


For my own Tomb-ſtone, 


To live: Alas! one moment ſets us ev'n. 


O me 'twas giv'n to die: To thee 'tis giv'n 
Mark ! how impartial is the will of-heav'n ? : 


GuaLTERUs DanisTONUus ad amicos. 


UM ſtudeo fungi fallentis munere vitae, 
Adfectoque viam ſedibus Elyſtis; 
Arctoa florens ſophia, Samiiſque ſuperbus 
Diſcipulis, animas morte carere cauo. 
Has ego corporibus profugas ad ſidera iy 
- Sideraque ingreſſis otia blanda dico; 
Qualia conveniunt divis, queis fata volebant 
| Vitai faciles molliter ire vias : | 
Vinaque coelicolis media inter gaudia libo ; 
Et me quid majus ſufpicor elle viro. 
Sed fuerint nulli forſan, quos fpondeo, coeli ; 
Nullaque ſint Ditis numina, nulla Jovis: 
Fabula ſit terris agitur quae vita relictis; 
Quique ſuperſtes, homo; qui nihil, eſto deus: 
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Attamen eſſe hilares, et inanes mittere curas 
Proderit, ac vitae commaditate frui; 
Et feſtos agitaſſe dies, ac vique fugacis 
Tempora perpetuis detinuiſſe jocis. 
His me parentem praeceptis occupet orcus, 
Et mors; ſeu divum, ſeu nihil eſſe velit: 
Nam ſophia ars illa eſt, quae fallere ſuaviter horas 
Admonet, atque orci non timuiſſe winas. 


IMIT ATE D. 
Tu pros the buſy moments to deceive, 
That fleet between the cradle and the grave, 

I credit what the Grecian dictates ſay, 

And Samian ſounds o'er Scotia's hills convey. 
When mortal man reſigns his tranſient breath; 
The body only I give o'er to death; 
The parts diſſol d, and broken frame I mourn : 
What came from earth, I ſee to earth return. 
Th' immaterial part, th' acthereal ſoul, 
Nor can change yanquith, nor can death controul : 
Glad I releaſe it from its partner's cares; | 
And bid good angels waft it to the ſtars. 
Then in the flowing bowl I drown thoſe ſighs, 


Which, ſpight of wiſdom, from our weakneſs riſe ; 


The draught to the dead's mem'ry I commend ; 
And offer to the now immortal friend. 

But if oppos'd to what my thoughts approve, 
Nor Pluto's rage there be, nor pow'r of Jouve; 
On its dark fide if thou the proſpect take; 
Grant all forgot beyond black Lethe's lake: 
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In total death fuppoſe the mortal lie; 
No new hereafter nor a future ſky : 
Yet bear thy lot content; yet ceaſe to grieve : 
Why, ere death comes, doſt thou forbear to live? 
The little time thou haſt, *twixt inſtant now 
And fate's approach, is all the gods allow : 
And of this little haſt thou ought to ſpare 
"To ſad reflection, and corroding care? 
The moments paſt, if thou art wiſe, retrieve 
With pleaſant .mem'ry-of the bliſs they gave: 
The pleaſant hours in preſent mirth employ ; 
And bribe the future with the hopes of joy: 
The future {few or more, howe' er they be) 
Were deſtin'd erſt; nor can by fates decree : 
Be now cut off betwixt the grave and thee. 


The firſt Hymn of eee ee to 
JurirkER. 


W we to Jove ſelect the holy victim, 
Whom apter ſhall we ſing, than Jove himſelf, 
The God for ever great, for ever king; 

Who flew the earth- born race, and meaſures right 
To heay'n's great habitants ? Dictaean hear'ſt thou 
More joyful, or Lycaean, long diſpute | 
And various thought has trac'd. On Ida's mount, 
Or Dicte, ſtudious of his country's praiſe, 


The Cretan boaſts thy natal place: But oft 

He meets reproof deſerv'd : For he preſamptuous 
Has built a tomb for thee, who never know'(ſt 

To die, but liv'ſt the fame to-day and ever. 
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Arcadian therefore be thy birth. Great Rhea 
Pregnant to high Parrhaſia's cliffs retir d, 


And wild Lycacus, black with ſhading pines : 

Holy retreat: Sithence no female hither, 

Conſcious of ſocial love and nature's rites, 

Muſt dare approach, from the inferior reptile 

To woman, form divine. There th: bleſt parent 
Ungirt her ſpacious boſom, and diſcharg'd 

The pond'rous birth: She ſought the neighb'ring ſpring 
To waſh the recent babe: In vain : Arcadia, 
(However ſtreamy,) now aduſt and dry, 

Deny'd the goddeſs water : Where deep Melas, 

And rocky Cratis flow, the chariot ſmoak'd 

Obſcure with riſing duſt : The thirſty trav'ler 

In vain requir'd the current, then impriſon'd 

In ſubterraneous caverns ; Foreſts grew 

Upon the barren hollows, high o'erſhading 

The haunts of ſavage beaſts, where now Ioan, 

And Erimanth incline their friendly urns. 
Thou too, O earth, great Rhea ſaid, bring forth; 
And ſhort ſhall be thy pangs: She faid ; and high 
She rear'd her arm, and with her ſceptre ſtruck 

The yawning cliff: From its diſparted height 
 Adown the mount the guſbing torrent ran, 

And chear'd the vallies : There the heav'nly mother 
Bath'd, mighty king, thy tender limbs: She wrapp'd 
In purple bands: She gave the precious pledge [them 
To prudent Neda, charging her to guard thee, 
Careful and ſecret : Neda, of the nymphs 

That tended the great birth, next Philyre 

And Styx, the eldeſt, Smiling ſhe receiv'd thee ; 
Ang conſcious of the grace, abſoly'd her truſt ; 
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Not unrewarded; ſince the river bore, 
The fav'rite yirgin's name. Fair Neda rolls 
By Leprion's ancient walls, a fruitful ſtream. 
Faſt by her flaw'ry bank the ſons of Arcas, 
Fav'rites of heav'n, with happy care protect 
Their fleecy charge; and joyous drink her wave. 
Thee, god, to Cnoſſus Neda brought: The nymphs 
And Corybantes thee their ſacred charge 
Receiv d: Adraſte rock'd thy golden eradle : 
The goat, now bright amidſt her fellow ſtars, 
Kind Amalthea, reach'd her teat diſtent 
With milk, thy early food: The ſedulous bee 
Diſtill'd her honey on thy purple lips. 
Around, the fierce Curetes (order ſolemn 
To thy foreknowing mother !) trode tumultuous 
Their myſtic dance, and clang'd their ſounding arms; 
Induſtrious with the warlike wind to quell | 

Thy infant cries, and mock the car of Saturn, 

Swift growth and wond'rous grace, O heav'nly Jove, 

Waited thy blooming years: Inventive wit, | 

And perfect judgment crown'd thy youthful act. 

That Saturn's ſons receiv'd the threefold empire 

Of heav'n, and of ocean, and deep hell beneath, 

As the dark urn and chance of lot determin'd, 

Old poets mention, fabling. Things of moment 
Well nigh equivalent and neighb'ring value 

By lot are parted : But high heav'n, thy ſhare, 

In equal balance laid gainſt ſea or hell, 

Flings up the adverſe ſcale, and ſhuns proportion. 
Wherefore not-chance, but pow'r, above thy brethren 
Exalted thee, their king. when thy great will 

Commands thy chariot forth : Impetuous ſtrength, 
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And fiery ſiſtnelhWi g the rapid wheels, 
inceſlant; high the eagle flies before thee. _ 
And oh! as I and mine conſult. thy augur, 
Grant thy glad omen ; let thy. fav rite riſe 
Propitious, ever — from the right. 

Thou to the leſſer gods haſt well afſis isn 8 
Their proper ſhares of pow'r ; ; thy own great Jove, 
Boundleſs and univerſal, Thoſe who labour 
The ſweaty forge, who edge the crooked, ſeythe, 
Bend ſtubbotn ſteel; and harden gleaming armuor, 

Acknowledge Vulcan s aid. The early hunter, 
Bleſſes Diana's hand, who leads him ſafe 
O'er hanging cliffs ; who ſpreads his net ſucceſsful ; 
And guides the arrow thro' the panther's heart. . 

The ſoldier front ſucceſsful camps returning, 
With laurel wreath'd, and rich with hoſtile ſpoil, 
Severs the bull to Mars. The ſkillful bard, 
Striking the Thracian harpy invokes Apollo, 

To make his hero and himſelf immortal. 

Thoſe, mighty Jove, meantime thy glorious care, 
Who model nations; publiſh laws, announce 

Or life or death, and found or change th? empire. 


Man owns the pow'r of kings; and kings of Jove. 
And as their actions tend ſubordiaate 


To what thy will deſigns; thou giv'ſt the means 
Proportion'd to the work; thou ſeeſb iwpartial, 


How they th oſe means employ. Each monarch rakes 


His different realm; aceonntable'to thee, 

Great ruler of the world: Theſe only bave 

To ſpeak, and be obey'd; to'thoſe'ars giv'n 

Aſſiſtant days to ripen the deſign > 

To ſome whole months; revolving years to ſome: 
Vo L. II. Bs 
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Others, ill- fated, are eondemn'd to toil | _= 
Their tedious life, and mourn their — blaſted . 
With fruitleſs act, and. impotence of council. 
Hail! greateſt ſon of Saturn, wiſe diſpoſer LIN 
Of ev'ry good: Thy praiſe what man yet born 4 
Has ſung? or who that may be born ſhall wal 1 
Again, and often hail! indulge our pray'r, 

Great father! grant us virtue, grant us wealth: 

For without virtue, wealth to man avails not ; ; 
And virtue without wealth exerts leſs pow'r, 
And leſs diffuſes good. Then grant us, gracious, 
Virtue and wealth ; for both are of thy gift. 


The ſecond H v N A of CalLimacnvs, | 
to APOLLO. | 


AH! 10 the tevrel; great Apollo 5 tree, 

| And all the cavern- ſhakes ! far off, far off, 
The man that is unhallow'd: For the god, 
The god approaches. Hark! he knocks; the gates 
Feel the glad impulſe; and the ſever'd bars 
Submiſlive elink againſt their brazen portals. 
Why do the Delian palms incline their boughs, 
Self-mov'd: And hov'ring ſwans, their throats releas'd 
From native ſilence, carol ſounds harmonious ? 

Begin, young men, the hymn : Let all your bars 
Break their inglorious ſilence; and the dance, 
In myſtic numbers trod, explain the muſic. 
But firſt by ardent pray'r, and clear luſtration 
Purge the contagious ſpots of human weakneſs : 
Impure no mortal can behold Apollo, 
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So may ye fouriſh, favour'd by the AY 
In youth, with happy nuptials; and in age, 
With filver hairs, and fair deſcent of children : : 
So lay foundations for aſpiring cities; | 
And bleſs your ſpreading colonies encreaſe. 
Pay ſacred rev'rence to Apollo's ſong; 
Leſt wrathful the far-ſhooting god emit 
His fatal arrows. Silent nature ſtands ; 
Aud ſeas ſubſide, obedient to the ſound 
Of Io, Io Pean ! Nor dares Thetis 
Longer bewail her lov'd Achilles“ death: 
For Phoebus was his foe. Nor mult ſad Niobe 
In fruitleſs ſorrow perſevere, or weep | 
Ev'n thro' the Phrygian marble. Hapleſs mother! 
Whoſe fondneſs cou'd compare her mortal offspring 
To thoſe which fair Latona bore to Jove. 
Jo! again repeat ye, Io Pean! 

Againſt the Deity tis hard to ſtrive. 
He that reſiſts the pow'r of Ptolemy, 
Reſiſts the pow'r of heav'n: For pow'r from heay'n 
Derives; and monarchs rule by gods appointed. 

Recite Apollo's praiſe, till night draws on ; 
The ditty (till unfiniſh'd, and the day 
Unequal to the godhead's attributes 
Various, and matter copious of your ſongs. 

Sublime at Jove's right hand Apollo ſits, 
And thence diſtributes honour, gracious king, 
And theme of verſe perpetual. From his robe 
Flows light ineffable : His harp, his quiver, 
And Lictian bow are gold: With golden fandals 
His feet are ſhod; how rich! how beautiful! 
Beneath his ſteps the yellow min'ral riſes ; 
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And earth SB, her Sw. Youth and beauty 
Eternal deck his cheek: From his fair head 
' Perfumes diſtill their ſweers; and chearful Health, 
His dutcous handmaid, thro' the air improv'd, 
With laviſh hand diffuſcs ſcents ambroſial. a 
The ſpear- man s arm by thee, great god, directed, 
Sends forth a certain wound. The laurel'd bard, 
Inſpir'd by thee, compoſes verſe immortal. 
Taught by thy art divine, the ſage phyſician 
Eludes the urn; and chains, or exiles death. 
I bee, Nomian, we, adore; for that from heav' n 
Deſcending, thou on fair Amphryſus banks Ne 
Didſt guard Admetus' herds. Sithence the cow 
Produc'd an ampler ſtore of milk; the ſhe-goat, 
Not without pain, dragg'd her diſtended udder ; 
And ewes, that erſt brought forth but ſingle lambs, | 
Now dropp'd their two-fold burdens. Bleſt the cattle, 
On which Apollo caſt his fav ring eye! | 
But, Phoebus, thou to man beneficent, 
| Delight' ſt in building cities. Bright Diava, 
Kind ſiſter to thy infant-deity, 
New wean'd, and | juſt ariſing from the cradle, 
Brought hunted wild | goats-heads, and branching antlers 
Of ſtags, the fruit and honour of her toll. 
- Theſe with diſcerning hand thou knew'ſt to range, 
* (Young as thou 719 and in the well-fram'd models, 
With emblematic {ki * and myſtic order, | 
Thou ben ad where tow'rs or battlements ſhould riſe; 
| Where gates ſhould open; or where walls ſhould compaſs: 
While from thy childiſh paſtime man receiv'd 
The future ſtreogth aud ornament of nations, 


* 
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Battus, our great progenitor, now touch d 
The Lybian ſtrand ; when the foreboding | crow 
Flew on the right before the people, * 
The country deſtin'd the auſpicious ſeat 4 
Of future kings, and favour of the god, 
Whoſe oath is ſure, and promiſe ſtands eternal. 

Or, Boedromian, hear” * thou pleas'd, or Clarian, 
Phoebus, great king ? for diff*rent are thy names, 
As thy kind hand has founded many cities, . 
Or dealt benign thy various gifts to man. | 
Carnean let me call thee; for my country + 
Calls thee Carnean : The fair colony 
Thrice by thy gracious guidance was tranſported, 
Ere ſettl'd in Cyrene ; there W appointed © © * 
Thy annual fcaſts, kind god, and bleſs thy altars, 
Smoaking with hecatombs of flaughter'd bulls: 
As Carnus, thy high' prieſt and favour'd friend, 
Had erſt ordain'd; 'and with myſterious rites, 
Our great forefathers taught their ſous to worſhip. 
Io Carnean Phoebus! Io Pean! x 
The yellow crocus there, and fair narciſſus, 
Reſerve the honours'of their winter-ſtore 
To deck thy temple; till returning ſpring 
Diffuſes Nature's various pride; and flow'rs 
Innumerable, by the Toft ſouth-weſt 
Open'd, and, gather'd by religious hands, | 
Rebound their ſweets from th' odoriferous pavement. 
Perpetual fires ſhine hallow'd on thy altars, 
When annual the Carnean feaſt is held: 
The warlike Lybians, clad in armour, lead _ 
The dance; with clanging ſwords and ſhields they beat 
The dreadful meaſure : In the chorus * 
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Their women, brown, bas beautiful : Such rites 

To thee well pleaſing. Nor had yet thy votaries, 

From Greece tranſplanted, touch'd Cyrene's banks, 

And lands determin'd for their laſt abodes ; 

But wander'd through Azilis' horrid foreſt, 

Diſpers'd; when from Myrtuſa's craggy brow, 

Fond of the maid, auſpicious to the city, 

Which muſt hereafter bear her favour'd name, 

Thou gracious deign'ſt to let the fair one view 

Her typic people: thou with pleaſure taught ſt her 

To draw the bow, to ſlay the ſhaggy lion, 

And ſtop the ſpreading ruin of the plains. 

Happy the nymph, who, honour'd by thy paſſion, 

Was aided by thy pow'r! The monſtrous Python 

Durſt-tempt thy wrath in vain : For dead he fell, 

To thy great ſtrength and golden arms uncqual. 
Io! while thy unerring hand elanc'd 

Another, and another dart; the people 

Joyful repeated Io! Io Pean! 

Elance the dart, Apollo: For the afety, Boy” 

And health of man, gracious thy mother bore thee. 
Envy, thy latcſt foe, ſuggeſted thus : 

Like thee I am a pow'r immortal; therefore 

To thee dare ſpeak. How canſt thou favour partial 

Thoſe pocts who write little? Vaſt and great 

Is What I love: The far- extended ocean 

To a ſmall riv'Iet I prefer. Apollo 

Spurn'd Envy with his foot; and thus the god: 

: Daemon, the head-long current of Euphrates, 

Aſſyrian river, copious runs, but muddy; 

And carries forward with his ſtupid force 

Polluting dirt; bis torrent ſtill augmenting, 


SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 's 


His wave ſtill more defil'd : Meanwhile the geo 
Meliſſan, ſacred and recluſe to Ceres, | 
Studious to have their off rings well receiv'd, 
And fit for heav'nly uſe, from little urns 
Pour ſtreams ſelect, and purity of waters. 

lo! Apollo, mighty king, let Envy, 
Ill-judging and verboſe, from Lethe's lake, 
Draw tuns unmeaſurable; while thy favour 
Adminiſters to my ambitious thirſt 
The wholeſome draught from Aganippe's ſpring, 
Genuine, and with ſoft murmurs gently rilling 
Adown the mountains where thy daughters haunt, 


CHALETS 


A PararirAsE on the Thirteenth Chapter 
of the Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 


ID ſweeter ſounds adorn my flowing tongue, 
D Than ever man pronounc'd, or angel ſung: 
Had I all knowledge, human and divine, | 
That thought can reach, or ſcience can define ; 
And had I pow'r to give that knowledge birth 
In all the ſpeeches of the babling earth: 
Did Shadrach's zeal my glowing breaſt inſpire 
To weary tortures, and rejoice in fire; 
Or had l faith like that which Iſrael ſaw, 
When Moſes gave them miracles and law: 
Let gracious Charity, indulgent gueſt, 
Were not thy pow'r exerted in my breaſt 

D 4 


s 4 POEMS UPON, : 


"Thoſe ſpeeches would ſend, up unheeded jpray'r + 


That ſcorn of life would-be but wild,deſpair : 


A tymbraFs ſound were better than my yaige: _ "Hu 


My faith were form: My eloquence were noiſe. 
Charity, decent, modeſt, eaſy, kind, 15 
Softens the high, and. rears the abject whtd; bas 
Knows with juſt reins and gentle hand to guide 
Betwixt vile ſhame andi arbitrary pride. 
Not ſoon provok'd, ſhe eaſily forgives ; 
And much ſhe ſuffers, as ſhe much believes. 
Soft peace ſhe brings wherever ſhe arrives: 
She builds our quiet, as ſhe forms our lives; 
Lays the rough paths of peeviſh nature ev'n: 
And opens in each heart a little heav'n. 
Each other gift which God on man beſtows, 
Its proper bounds and due reſtriction knows; 
To one fix d purpoſe dedicates its power; 
And, finiſhing its act, exiſts no more. 
Thus, ia obedience to what beav'n decrees, 

| Knowledge ſhall fail, and propheſy ſhall ceaſe: 
But laſting Charity's more ample ſway, 
Nor bound by time, nor ſubject to decay, 
In happy triumph ſhall for ever live; 
And endleſs good diffuſe, and endleſs praiſe receive. 

As through the artiſt's interveening glaſs, 
Our eye obſerves the diſtant planets paſs; 
A little we diſcover; but allow, 
That more remains unſeen than art can ſhow: 
So, whilſt our mind its knowledge would improve 
(Its feeble eye, intent on things above) 
High as we may, we lift our reaſon up, 
By faith directed, and confirm'd by hope: 
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Let are we able only. to, ſurvey - | 
Dawaings of beams, and promiſes of — ag | 
Heav'n's fuller effluence mocks our dazl'd Gght; & 4 
Too great its ſwiftneſs, and too ſtrong its light. Sow 

But ſoon the mediate clouds ſhall be dilpell'd: f 
The Son ſhall ſoon. be face to face beheld 
In all his robes, with all his glory , on, A 
Sated ſublime on his meridian throne. = 

Then conſtant faith and, holy hope ſhall die; 
One loſt in certainty, and one in joy: | 
While thou, more happy pow'r, fair Charity, 
Triumphant ſiſter, greateſt of the three, 
Thy office and thy nature till the ſame, 
Laſting thy lamp, and unconſum'd thy flame, 
Shalt ſtill ſurvive | 
Shalt ſtand before the hoſt of heav'n confeſs'd ; 

For ever bleſſing, and for ever bleſs .d. 


Engraven on a Column in the Church of 
"Har,sTEAD in Ess kx. The Spire of 
which, burnt down by Lightning, was 
rebuilt at the Expence of Mr SamveL 
mor 1717. 


IE w not this wir by meaſure giv'n 


To buildings rais'd by common hands: 
That fabric riſes high as heav'n, 


Whoſe baſis on Devotion ſtands. 
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While yet we draw this vital breath, 
We can our Faith and Hope declare: 

But Charity, beyond our death, _ 
Will ever in our works appear, 


Bleſs'd be he call'd among good men, 
Who to his God this column rais'd : 
Thovgh lightning ſtrike the dome again 

The man who built it ſhall be prais'd. 


Yet ſpires and tow'rs in duſt ſhall lie; 
The weak efforts of human pains: - 
And Faith and Hope themſelves ſhall die; 
While deathleſs Charity remains. 


Written in Mewratonn's Eſſays, given to 
the Duke of Shrewſbury in France, after 
the Peace 1713. 


dicrar E, O mighty judge, what thou haſt ſeen 
Of cities, and of courts, of books, and men; ; 
: And deign to let thy ſervant hold the pen. 5 


Through ages thus I may preſume to live ; 
And from the tranſcript of thy proſe receive 
What my own ſhort-liv'd verſe can never give. 


Thus ſhall fair Britain with a gracious ſmile 
Accept the work; and the inſtructed iſle, | 
Far more than treaties made, ſhall bleſs my toil. 
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Nor longer hence the Gallic ſtyle 1651 4% 
Wiſdom in Engliſh idiom ſhall be heard; © © 
While Talbot tells the world where Montaigne err'd. 


2A n 

Deſiring the Queen's Picture. Written at 

Paris 1914; but left unfiniſhed, by the 
ſudden News of her Majeſty's Death. 


13 H E train of equipage and pomp of ſtate, 
The ſhining ſide-board, and the burniſh'd plate, 
Let other miniſters, great Anne, require; 
And partial fall thy gift to their deſire. 
To the fair portrait of my ſev'reign dame; 
To that alone eternal be my claim. 
My bright defender, and my dread delight, 
If ever I found fayour in thy fight; 
If all the pains that for thy Britain's ſake 
My paſt has took, or future life may take ; 
Be grateful to my Queen: Permit my pray'r, 
And with this gift reward my total care. 
Will thy indulgent hand, fair faint, allow 
The boon? and will thy ear accept the vow ? 
That, in deſpite of age, of impious flame, 
And eating time, thy picture like thy fame 
Entire my laſt ; that as their eyes ſurvey 
The ſemblant ſhade, men yet unborn may ſay, 
Thus great, thus gracious look'd Britannia's Queen; 
Her brow thus ſmooth, her look was thus ference; 
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When to, a low, but to a Joyal band | 
The mighty « empreſs gave! her high command, 
That he to hoſtile camps, and kings ſhou'd baſte, 
To ſpeak her vengeance, as their danger, paſt; 
To ſay, ſhe wills deteſted wars to ceaſe; | 
| She checks her conqueſt, for her ſubjects eaſe ; 
* And bids the world attend her terms of peace. 
ce, gracious Anne, thee preſent I adore, 
Queen of peace if time and fate have power 
hears to raiſe the glories of thy reign ; ; 
In words ſublimer, and a nobler ſtrain, 
May future bards the mighty theme rehearſe, 
Here.Stator Jove, and Phoebus king of verſe, 
The votive tablet I ſuſpend * * # # «JT 
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From ſtory is not mighty clear : 
Of many knotty points they ſpoke ; 
And pro and con by turns they took. 
Rats half the manuſcript have cat : 
Dire hunger ! which we ſtill regret : 
O! may they ne'er again digeſt 

The horrors of ſo ſad a feaſt. 

Yet leſs our grief, if what remains, 
Dear Jacob, by thy care and pains 
Shall be to futute times convey' 'd. 

It thus begins : 

* * Here Matthew aid: 

Alma in verſe, in proſe, the mind, 
By Ariſtotle's pen defin'd, 

Throughout the body ſquat or tall. 

Is bona fide, all in all. 

And yet, ſlap daſh, is all again 

In every ſinew, nerve, and vein: 
Runs here and there, like Hamlet's ghoſt; 
While every where ſhe rules the roaſt. 
This ſyſtem, Richard, we are told, 
The men of Oxford firmly hold. 

The Cambridge wits, you know, deny 
With ip/e dixit to comply. 


ATTHEW met Richard, —— or where, | 
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They ſay, (for i in good truth they ſpeak 
With ſmall reſpect of that old Greek,) 
That, putting all his words together, 
"Tis three blue beans in one blue blaqer-. 
Alma, they ſtrenuouſſy maintain, 

Sits cock-horſe on her throne the brain ; 
And from that ſeat of thought diſpenſes 
Her ſov'reign pleahit#ts the ſenſes. 

T'wo optic nerves, T ſay, ſhe this, 1 


By which the ſpirirs brin her wendy" 
Whene'ere the balls are fix'd; or ſtirr d; 


How quick at park and play they ane; 10 


The duke they court; the toaſt they like ; 

And at St James's turn their grace 

From former friends, now out of place. | 
Without theſe aids, to be more ſerious, 


Her pow'r, they hold, had been precarious : | 


The eyes might have confpir'd her ruin; 

And ſhe not known what they. were doing. 

Fooliſh it had been, and unkind, 

That they ſhould fee, and ſhe be Uliod. 
Wiſe nature like wiſe, they ſuppoſe, 

Has drawn two conduits down our noſe : 

Cou'd Alma elſe with judgmenr tell, 

When cabbage ſtinks, or roſes fall 2 

Or who would aſk for her opinion 

Between an oyſter and an onion? 

For from moſt bodies, Dick, you know 

Some little bits aſk leave to flow; 

And, as thro' theſe canals they roll, 

Bring up a ſample of the whole. 
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Like footmen running before coaches, 

To tell the inn what lord approaches. 

By nerves about our palate plac'd, 

She likewiſe judges of the taſte: 

Elſe (diſmal thought!) our warlike men 

Might drink thick Port, for fine Champagne; 

And our ill-judging wives and daughters 

Miſtake ſmall-beer for Citron waters, 
Hence too, that ſhe might better hear, 

She ſets a drum at either ear; 

And loud, or gentle, harſh, or ſweet, 

Are but th' alarums which they beat. 
Laſt, to enjoy her ſenſe of feeling, 

(A thing ſhe much delights to deal in,) 

A thouſand little nerves ſne ſends 

Quite to our toes and fingers ends; 

And theſe, in gratitude, again, 

Return their ſpirits to the brain; 

In which their figure being printed, 

(As juſt before, I think, I hinted,) 

Alma inform'd, can try the caſe, 

As ſne had been upon the place. 


Thus, while the judge gives diff rent journeys 


To country counſel, and attornies; 

He on the bench in quiet ſits, 

Deciding as they bring the writs. 

The Pope thus prays and fleeps at Rome, 

And very ſeldom ſtirs from home; 

Let ſending fort h his holy ſpies, 

And having heard what they adviſe, 

He rules the church's bleſt dominions; 

And ſets men's faith by his opinions. 
YoL, II. E 
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The ſcholars of the Stagyrite, 
Who for the old opinion fight, 


Would make their modern friends confeſs, 


The diff*rence but from more to leſs. 
The Mind, ſay they, while you ſuſtain 
To hold her ſtation in the brain; 

You grant, at leaſt, ſhe is eanated I 
Ergo, the whole diſpute is ended. 
For 'till to-morrow ſhou'd you plead 
From form and ſtructure of the head; 
The Mind as viſibly is ſeen © 
Extended thro' the whole Machine. 
Why ſhou'd all honour then be ta'en 
From lower parts to load the brain : 
When other limbs we plainly ſee, 
Each in his way as briſk as he? 

For muſic, grant the ear receives it; 
It is the artiſt's hand that gives it: 


And though the ſkull may wear the laurel; 


The ſoldier's arm ſuſtains the quarrel. 
Beſides, the noſtrils, ears, and eyes, 
Are not his parts, but his allies: 
Ev'n what Jou hear the tongue proclaim, 
Comes ab origine from them. | 
What could the head perform alone, 
If all their friendly aids were gone? 
A fooliſh figure he muſt make ; 
Do nothing elſe but ſleep and ake. 

Nor matters it that you can ſhow, 
How to the head the ſpirits go: | 
Thoſe ſpirits ſtarted from ſome goal, 
Before they through the veins cou'd roll. 
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"Now we ſhould hold them much to blame, 
If they went back before they came. 

If therefore, as we mult ſuppoſe, 

They came from fingers and from _ | 
Or toes or fingers, in this caſe, _ 

Of numſkull's (elf ſhou'd take the place: 
Diſputing fair, you grant thus much, 
That all ſenſation is but touch. 

Dip but your toes into cold water, 

Their correſpondent teeth will chatter : 
And ſtrike the bottom of your feet; 

You ſet your head into a heat. 

The bully beat, and happy lover, 
Confeſs that feeling hes are over. 

Note here, Lucretius dares to teach, 
(As all our youth may learn from Creech, ) 
That eyes were. made, but could not view ; 
Nor hands embrace, nor feet purſue : 

But heedleſs Nature did produce 

The members firſt, and then the uſe : 
What each muſt act was yet unknown; 
Till all is mov'd by chance alone. 

A man firſt builds a country- ſcat; 

Then finds the walls not good to cat. 

Another plants, and, wond'ring, ſees 

Nor books nor medals on his trees. 

Yet poet and philoſopher 

Was he, who durſt ſuch whims aver. 

Bleſs'd, for his ſake, be human reaſon, 

That came at all, though late in ſeaſon. 
But no man ſure ere left his houſe, 

And add Ball, with thoughts fo wild, 
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To bring a midwife to his ſpouſe, 

Before he knew ſhe was with child. 

And no man ever reap'd his corn, 

Or from the oven drew his bread, 

Ere hinds and bakers yet were born, 

That taught them both to ſow and knead. 

Before they're aſk'd, can maids refuſe ? 

Can-----Pray, ſays Dick, hold ia your Muſe; 

While you Pindaric truths rehearſe; 

She hobbles in alternate verſe. 

Verſe? Mat. reply'd : Is that my care? 

Go on, quoth Richard, ſoft and fair. 
This looks, friend Dick, as Nature had 

But exercis'd the ſaleſman's trade: 

As if ſhe haply had fat down 

And cut out cloaths for all the town : 

Then ſent them out to Monmouth-ſtreet, 

To try what perſons they would fit. 

But ev'ry free and licenc'd taylor 

Would in this theſis find a failure. 

Should whims like theſe his head perplex, 

How could he work for either ſex ? 

His cloaths, as atoms might prevail, 

Might fit a piſmire or a whale. 

No, no: He views with ſtudious plcaſure- 

Your ſhape, before he takes your meaſure. 

For real Kate he made the boddice, 

And not for an ideal goddeſs. 

No error near his ſhop-board Jurk'd : 

He knew the folks for whom he work'd. 

Still to their ſize be aim'd bis {kill : 

Elſe, pr'ythee, who would pay his bill? 
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Next, Dick, if Chance herſelf ſhould ways 
Obſerve how matters would miſcarry : 
Acroſs your eyes, friend, place your ſhoes; 
Your ſpectacles upon your toes; 

Then you and Memmius ſhall agree, 
How nicely men would walk or fee. 

But wiſdom, peeviſh and crofs-grain'd, 
Muſt be oppos'd, to be ſuſtain'd : 

And till your knowledge will increaſe, 

As you make other people's leſs. 

In arms and ſcience tis the ſame: 

Our rivals hurts create our fame. 

At Faubert's, if diſputes ariſe 

Among the champions for the prize; 

To prove who gave the fairer butt, 

John ſhows ſhews the chalk on Robert's coat. 

So, for the honour of your book, 

It tells where other folks miftoak : 

And, as their notions you confound, 

Thoſe you invent get farther ground. 
The commentators on old Ari- 

ſtotle ('tis urg'd) in judgment vary: 

They to their own conceits haye brought 

The image of his general thought. 

Juſt as the melancholic eye 

Sees fleets and armies in the ſky ; 

And to the poor apprentice ear 

The bells ſound Whittington Lord May'r, 

The conj'rer thus explains his ſcheme: 

Thus ſpirits walk, and prophets dream; 

North-Britons thus have ſecond- ſight; 

And Germans, free from gun-ſhot, fight. 
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Theodoret and Origen, 
And fifty other Farned men, 
Atteſt, that, if their comments find 
The traces of their maſter's mind: 
Alma can ne'er decay nor die: 
This flatly t' other ſect deny: 
Simplicius, Theophraſt, Durand; 
Great names, but hard in verſe to ſtand: 
They wonder men. ſhould have miſtook 
The tenets of their maſter's book; 
And hold, that Alma yields her breath,. 
O'ercome by age, and ſeiz'd by death. 
Now which were wiſe? and which were fools? 
Poor Alma its between two ſtools : | 
The more ſhe reads, the more perplext; 
The comment ruining the text : 
Now fears, now hopes her doubtful fate: 
But, Richard, let her look to that----- 
Whilſt we our own affairs purſue. 
Theſe diff rent ſyſtems, old or new, 
A man with half an eye may ſee, | : 
Were only form'd to diſagree, | | 
Now, to bring things to fair concluſion, 
And fave much Chriſtian ink's effuſion ; 
Let me'propoſe an healing ſcheme, 
And fail along the middle ſtream : | 
For, Dick, if we could reconeile ; 
Old Ariſtotle with Gaſſendus; 
How many would admire our toil ? 
And yet how few would comprehend us ? 
Here, Richard, let my ſcheme commence ; 
O! may my words be loft in ſenſe; 
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While pleas'd Thalia deigns to write 

| The ſlips and bounds of Alma's flight: 
My ſimple ſyſtem ſhall ſuppoſe, | 
That Alma enters at the toes 
That then ſhe mounts by juſt.degrees. 
Up to the ancles, legs, and knees: 
Next, as the ſap of life does riſe, 

She lends her yigour to the thighs; 
And, all theſe under regions paſt, 
She neſtles ſomewhere near the waiſt: 


Gives pain or pleaſure, grief or laughter ; 


As we ſhall ſhow at large hercafter. 
Mature, if not improv'd, by time, 

Up to the heart ſhe loves to climb: | 
From thence, compell'd by craft and age, 
She makes the head her lateſt (tage. 

From the feet upward ta the head! 
Pithy and ſhort ! ſays Dick: Proceed. 
Dick, this is not an idle notion: 

Obſerve the progreſs of the motion, 

Firſt, I demonſt ratively prove, 

That feet were only made to move; 

And legs deſire to come and go: 

For they have nothing elſe to do. 

Hence, long before the child can crawl, 
He learns to kick, and wince, and ſprawl: 
To hinder which, your midwife knows 
To bind thoſe parts extremely cloſe; 

Leſt Alma, newly enter'd in, 

And, ſtunn'd at her own chriſt'ning's din, 
Fearful of future grief and pain, 

Should filently ſneak out again. 
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Full piteous ſeems young Alma's caſe: 
As in a luckleſs gameſter's place. 
She would not play, yet muſt riot paſs. 
Again, as ſhe grows ſomething ſtronger, 
And maſter's feet are fwath'd no longer: 
If in the night too oft he Kicks, 
Or ſhows his loco-motive tricks; 
Theſe firſt aſſaults fat Kate repays him; 
When half aſleep ſhe overlays him. 
Now, mark, dear Richard, from the age 
That children tread. this worldly tage ; 
Broom-ſtaff or pocker they beſtride; 
And round the parlour love to ftride : 
Till thoughtful father's pious care 
Provides his brood, next Smithficld-fair, 
With ſupplemental hobby-torfes ; 
And happy be their infant courſes! 
Hence for ſome years thy ne*er ſtand ſtill; 
Their legs, you ſee, direct their will: 
From opening morn tilt ſetting ſan, 
Around the fields and woods they run: 
They friſk, and dance, and leap, and play: 
Nor heed what Friend or Snape can ſay. 
To her next ſtage as Alma flies, 
And likes, as I have ſaid, the thighs : 
With ſympathetic pow'r ſhe warms 
Their good allies and friends, the arms. 
While Betty dances on the green ; 
And Suſan is at ſtool-ball ſeen : 
While John for nine-pins does declare; 
And Roger loves to pitch the bar; 
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Both legs and arms ſpontaneous move: 
Which was the thing I meant to prove. 
Another motion now fhe makes: 

O need I name the feat ſhe takes? 


His thought quite chang'd the ſtripling finds; 


The ſport and race no more he minds: 
Neglected Fray and Pointer lie; 
And covies unmoleſted fly: 
Sudden the jocund plain he leaves; 
And for the nymph in ſeeret grieves. 
In dying accents he complains 
-Of cruel fires and raging pains. 
The nymph too longs to be alone ; 
Leaves all the ſwains, and ſighs for one. 
The nymph is warm'd with young deſire; 
And feels, and dies to quench his fire. 
They meet each evening in the grove: 
Their parley but augments their love. 
So to the prieſt their eaſe they tell: 
He ties the knot; and all goes well. 

But, O my Muſe, juſt diſtance keep: 
Thou art a maid, and mult not peep. 
In nine months time the boddice loaſe, 
And petticoats too ſhort, diſcloſe, | 
That, at this age, the active mind 
About the waiſt lies moſt confin d; 
And that young life and quick ning ſenſe 
Spring from his influence darted thence. 
So, from the middle of the world 
The ſun's prolific rays are hurl'd: 
*Tis from that ſeat he darts thoſe beams 
Which quicken earth with genial flames, 
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Dick, who thus long had paſſive ſat, 


Here ſtroak'd his chin, and cock'd his hat; 


Then ſlapp'd his hand upon the board; 
And thus the youth put in his word. 


Love's advocates, ſweet Sir, would find him. 


A higher place than you aſlign'd him. 


Love's advocates, Dick, who are thoſe 


The poets, you may well ſuppoſe, 
I'm ſorry, Sir, you have diſcarded 
The men, with whom till now. you. -herded.. 
Proſe- men alone, for private ends, | 
I thought, forſook their antient friends. 
In cor ſtilla vit, cries Lueretius; 

If he may be allow'd to teach us. 

The ſelf ſame, thing ſoft Ovid ſays, 

(A proper judge in ſuch a caſe.) 
Horace his phraſe is torret jecur ; 

And happy was that curious ſpeaker. . 
Here Virgil too has plac'd this paſſion: 
What ſignifies too long quotation ? 

In ode and epic plain the caſe is, | 
That love holds one of theſe two places. 
Dick, without paſſion or reflection, 

Pl ſtraight demoliſh this objection. 

- Firſt, poets, all the world agrees, 
Write half to profit, half to pleaſe. 
Matter and figure they produce; 

For garniſh this, and'that for uſe; 
And, in the ſtructure of their feaſts, 
They ſeek to feed and pleaſe their gueſts: 
But one may balk this good intent, | 
And take things otherways than meant. 
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Thus, if you dine with my Lord May'r, 

Roai! beef and ven'ſon is your fare: 

| Thence you proceed to ſwan and buſtard, 

And perſevere in tart and cuſtard: 

But tulip- leaves and lemon- peel 

Help only to adorn the meal: | 

And painted flags, ſuperb and neat, 

Proclaim you welcome to the treat. 

The man of ſenſe his meat devours ; 

But only ſmells the peel, and flow'rs: 

And he mult be an idle dreamer, 

Who leaves the pie, and gnaus the ſtreamer. 
That Cupid goes with bow and arrows, 

And Venus keeps her coach and ſparrows, 

Is all but emblem to acquaint one, 

The ſon is ſharp,. the mother wanton. 

Such images have ſometimes ſhown 

A myſtic ſenſe, but oftner none : 

For who conceives, what bards deviſe, 

That heav'n is plac'd in Celia's eyes? 

Or where's the ſenſe, direct or moral, 

That teeth are pearl, or lips are coral? 

Your Horace owns, he various writ, 

As wild, or ſober maggots bit : 

And, where too much the poet ranted, 

The ſage philoſopher recanted. 

His grave Epiſtles may diſprove 

The wanton Odes he made to Love. 
Lucretius keeps a mighty pother 

With Cupid and his fancy'd mother : 

Calls her great queen of earth and air; 

Declares, that winds and ſeas obey her; 
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And, while her honour ke rehearſes, 
Implores her to inſpire her verſes. 
Yet, free from this poetie madnefs, 
Next page, he ſays, in ſober faduefs, 
That ſhe and all her fellow-gods 
Sit idling in their high abodes, _ 
Regardleſs of this world below; 
Our health or hanging, well or woe: 
Nor once diſturb'd their heay*nly ſpirits 
With Scapin's cheats, or Caeſar's merits. 
Nor e' er can Latin poets prove, 
Where lies the real ſeat of love. _ 
Jecur they burn, and Cor they pierce, 
As either beft ſapplies their verſe : 
And, if folks aſk the reaſon for't, 
Say, one was long, and t' other ſhort. 
Thus, I preſume, the Britiſh Muſe, 
May take the freedom ſtrangers uſe. 
In proſe our property is greater: 
Why ſhou'd it then be leſs in metre ? 
If Cupid throws a ſingle dart; 
We make him wonnd the lover's beart : : 
But if he takes his bow, and quiver ; 
*Tis ſure he mult transfix the liver : 
For rhime with reaſon may diſpenſe ; 
And ſound has right to govern ſenſe, 
But let your friends in verſe ſuppoſe, 
What ne'er ſhall be allow'd in proſe ; 
Anatomiſts can make it clear, 
The Liver minds his own affair : 
Kindly ſupplics our public uſes ; 
And parts and ſtrains the vital juices : 


SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 


Still lays ſome uſeful bile afide, 
To tinge the chyle's inſipid tide : 
Elſe we ſhould want beth gibe and ſatyr; 2 
And all be burſt with pure good nature. 
Now gall is bitter with a witneſs; 
And love is all delight and ſweetneſs. 
My logic then has loſt its aim, 
If ſweet and bitter be ſame : 
And, he, methinks, is no great Ghalar, 
Who can miſtake deſire for choler. 

The like may of the heart be ſaid; 
Courage and terror there are bred. 
All thoſe, whoſe hearts are looſe and low, 
Start, if they but hear the tattoo : 
And mighty phyſical their fear is, 
For, ſoon as noiſe of combat near is, 
Their heart, deſcending to their breeches, 
_ Muſt give their ſtomach cruel twitches. 
But heroes, who o'ercome or die, 
Have their hearts hung extremely high: 
The ſtrings of which, in battle's heat, 
Againſt their very corſlet beat; 
Keep time with their own trumpet's meaſure ; 
And yield 'em moſt exceſſive pleaſure. 
Now, if 'tis chiefly in the heart, 
That courage does itſelf exert ; 
will be prodigious bard to prove, 
That this is eke the throne of love. 
Would Nature make one place the feat 
Of fond deſire, and fell debate? 
Muſt people only take delight in 
Thoſe hours when they are tir'd with fighting? 
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And has no man, but who has kill'd 
A father, right to get a'child ? 
Theſe notions then I think but idle: 
And love ſhall ſtill poſſeſs the middle. 
This truth more plainly to diſcover, 
Suppoſe your hero were a lover; 
Though he before had gall and rage, 
Which death or conqueſt muſt aſſuage; 
He grows diſpirited and low: 
He hates the fight, and ſhuns the foe. 
In ſcornful ſloth Achilles ſlept; 
And for his wench like Tall-boy wept : 
Nor would return to war and ſlaughter, 
Till they brought back the parſon's daughter. 
Antonius fled from Actium's coaft, 
Auguſtus preſſing, Aſia loſt : 
His fails by Cupid's hand unfurl'd: 
To keep the fair, he gave the world. 
Edward our fourth, rever'd and crown'd, 
Vig'rous in youth, in arms renown'd; 
While England's' voice, and Warwick's care 
Deſign'd him Gallia's beauteous heir; 
Chang'd peace and pow'r for rage aud wars, 
Only to dry one widow's tears. | 
France's fourth Henry we may ſee 
A ſervant to the fair d'Eſtree ; 
When quitting Coutras* proſp'rous field; 
And fortune taught at length to yield ; 
He from his guards and midnight tent, 
Diſguie'd o'er hills and vallies went, 
To wanton with the ſprightly dame; 
And in his pleaſure loſt his fame, 
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Bold is the critic, who dares prove, 

Theſe heroes were no friends to love; 

And bolder he, who dares aver, 

That they were enemies to war. | 

'Yet, whea their thoughts ſhould, now or never, 

Have rais'd their heart, or fir'd their liver; 

Fond Alma to thoſe, parts was gone, 

Which Love more juſtly calls his own. 
Examples I could cite you more ; 

But be contented with theſe four: 

For when one's proofs are aptly choſen ; 

Four are as valid as four dozen. 

One came from Greece, and one from Rome; 

The other two grew nearer home, 

For ſome in antient books delight, 

Others prefer what moderns write; 

Now | ſhould be extremely loth, 

Not to be thought expert in both. 


THE SECOND CANTO. 


Dub ſhall we take the Muſe abroad, 
LI To drop her idly on the road? 
And leave our ſubject in the middle, 
As Butler did his bear and fiddle ? 

Yet he, cooſummate maſter, knew 
When to recede, and where purſue : 
His noble negligences teach, 

What others toils deſpair to reach. 
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He, perfect dancer, climbs the rope, 
And balances your fear and hope: 
If after ſome diſtinguiſh'd leap, 
He drops his pole, and ſeems to ſlip ; 
Straight gath'ring all bis active ſtrength, 
He riſes higher half his length. 
With wonder you approve his flight; 
And owe your ꝑleaſure to your fright. 
But, like poor Andrew, I advance, 
Falſe mimic of my maſter's dance: 
Around the cord a while I ſprawl ; 
And thence, tho' low, in earneſt fall. 
My preface tells you, I digreſs d: 
He's half abſolv'd who has confeſs d. 
I like, quoth Dick, your ſimile: 
And in return, take two from me. 
As maſters in the Clare-obſcure, 
With various light your eyes allure: 
A flaming yellow here they ſpread; 
Draw off in blue, or charge in red: 
Yet from theſe colours oddly mix'd, 
Your fight upon the whole is fix'd. 
Or as, again, your courtly dames, 


(Whoſe cloaths returning birth-day claims,) 


By arts improve the ſtuffs they vary; 


And things are beſt as moſt contrary. 


The gown with ſtiff embroid'ry ſhining, 
Looks charming with a lighter lining; ; 
The out if Indian figures (tain ; 


The inſide muſt be rich and plain. 


So you, great authors, have thought fit 
To make digreſſion temper wit: 


FA kd PA kh .IY _ Www 42 nd AN0o had 


hed hand 


hd £i.c 


IRC, 


. yy Wage TT ono = oo TT 


SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 


When arguments too fiercely glare, 

You calm 'em with a milder air: 

To break their points, you turn nomad fences 
And furbelow the plain diſcourſe, 

Richard, quoth Mat, theſe words of thine: 
Speak ſomething fly, and ſomething fine: 
But I ſhall een reſume my theme; 
However thou may'ſt praiſe, or blame. 

As people marry now, and ſettle; 

Ficrce love abates his uſual mettle : 
Worldly deſires, and houſhold cares 
Diſturb the godhead's foft affairs. 
So now, as health or temper changes, 
In larger compaſs Alma ranges, | 
This day below, the next above; 
As light or ſolid whimſies move. 
So merchant has his houſe in town, 
And country-ſeat near Bonſted down: 
From one he dates his foreign letters, 
Sends out his goods, and duns his debtors : 
In t'ther, at his hours of leiſure, 
He ſmoaks his pipe, and takes his plcaſure. 
And now your matrimonial Cupid, 
Laſh'd on by time, grows tir'd and ſtupid. 
For ſtory and experience tell us, 
That man grows cold, and woman jealous, 
Both would their little ends ſecure: 
He ſighs for freedom, ſhe for pow'r. 
His wiſhes tend abroad to roam; 
And hers, to domineer at home. 
Thus paſſion flags by flow degrees; 
And ruffled more, delighted leſs, 
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The buſy mind does ſeldom go 

To thoſe once charming feats below: 

But in the breaſt encamp'd, prepares 

For well bred feints, and future wars. 
The man ſuſpects his lady's crying, 

(When he laſt autumn lay a-dying,) 

Was but to gain him to appoint her 

By codicil a larger jointure. 

The woman finds it all a trick, 

That he could ſwoon, when ſhe was ſick; 

And knows, that in that grief he reckon'd 

On black-ey'd Suſan for his ſecond. 

Thus having ſtrove ſome tedious years 

With feign'd deſires, and real fears; 

And tir'd with anſwers and replies, 

Of John affirms, and Martha lies; 

Leaving this endleſs altercation, 

The mind affects a higher ſtation, 

Poltis, that gen'rous king of Thrace, 

I think, was in this very caſe. 

All Aſia now was by the ears: 

And gods beat up for volunteers 

To Greece and Troy; while Poltis ſat 

In quiet, governing his ſtate. 

And whence, ſaid the pacific king, 
Does all this noiſe and diſcord ſpring ? 

Why, Paris took Atrides' wife 

With eaſe I could compoſe this ſtrife : 

The injur'd hero ſhould not loſe; 

Nor the young lover want a ſpouſe. 

But Helen chang'd her firſt condition, 

Without her huſband's juſt permiſſion, 
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What from the dame can Paris hope? 
She may as well from him elope. 
Again, how can her old good-man 
With honour take her back again ? 


From hence I logically gather, 


The woman cannot live with either. 
Now I have two right honeſt wives, 
For whoſe poſſeſſion no man ſtrives : 
One to Atrides I will ſend; 
And t'other to my Trojan friend. 
Each prince ſhall thus with honour have, 
What both ſo warmly ſeem to crave : 
The wrath of gods and man ſhall ceaſe; 
And Poltis live and die in peace. 
Dick, if this ſtory pleaſeth thee, 
Pray thank Dan Pope, who told it me. 
How'er ſwift Alma's flight may vary, 
(Take this by way of corollary: ) | 
Some limbs ſhe finds the very ſame, 
In place, in dignity, and name: 


| Theſe dwell at ſuch convenient diſtance, 


That each may give his friend aſſiſtance. 


Thus he who runs or dances, begs 
The equal vigour of two legs; 


So much tò both does Alma truſt, 


She ne'er regards which goes the firſt. 
Teague could make neither of them ſtay, 
When with himſelf he ran away. 
The man who ſtruggles in the fight, 
Fatigues left arm as well as right : 
For whilſt on hand exaks the blow, 
And on the earth extends the foe ; 
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T'other would take it wondrous ill, 
If in your pocket he lay ſtill. 

And when you ſhoat, and. ſkut one eye, 
You cannot think, he would deny. 
To lend the t'other friendly aid, 
Or wink, as coward, and afraid, 

No, Sir: whilſt he withdraws his flame, 
His comrade takes the ſurer aim. 
One moment of his beams reeede.; 
As ſoon as e' er the bird is dead, 
Opening again, he lays his claim 
To half the profit, half the fame; 
And helps to pocket up the game. 
"Tis thus one tradeſman ſlips away, 
To give his partner fairer play. 

Some limbs, again, in balk or ſtature 
Unlike, and not a-kin by nature, 
In concert act, like modern friends; 
Becauſe one ſerves the t'other's ends. 
The arm thus waits upon the heart, 
So quick to take the bully's part, 
That one, though one, decides more {lows 
Than t'other executes the blow. 
A ſtander-by may chance to haye it, 
Ere Hack himſclf perceives he gave it. 
The am'rous eyes thus always go 

A-: ſtrolling for their friends below: 
For long before the *ſquire and dame 
Have fete a tete reliev'd their flame; 
Fre viſits yet are brought about, 
The eye by ſympathy looks out : 
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| Knows Florimel, and longs to meet her: 


And, if he ſees, is ſure to preet her, 

Tho' at ſaſh- window, on the ſtairs, 

At court, nay (authors ſay) at pray' rs 
The fun'ral of fome valiant knight 

May give this thing its proper light, 


View his two pantlets: Theſe declare 


That both his hands were us'd to war. 
And from his two gilt ſpurs tis learn'd, 


His feet were equally concern'd. 


But have you not with thought beheld 

The ſword hang dangling o'er the ſhicld ? 

Which ſhows the breaſt, that plate was us'd te, 

Had an ally right arm to truſt to. 

And by the peep-holes in his creft, 

Is it not virtually confeſt, 

That there his eyes took diſtant aim, 

And glanc'd reſpect to that bright dame, 

In whoſe delight his hope was center'd, 

And for whoſe glove his life he ventur'd ? 
Objections to my general ſyſtem 

May riſe perhaps; and I have miſt them: 

But I can call to my aſſiſtance | 

Proximity (mark that !) and diſtance : 

Can prove, that all things, on occaſion, 

Love union, and delire adheſion ; 

That Alma merely is a ſcale ; 

And motives, like the weights prevail. 

If neither ſide turn down or up, 

With loſs or gain, with fear or hope; 

The balance always would hang ev'n, 


Like Mah' met s tomb, 'twixt earth and heay'n. 
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This, Richard, is a curious caſe : 
Suppoſe your eyes ſet equal rays, 
Upon two diſtant pots of ale, 

Not knowing which was mild or ſtale : 
In this ſad ſtate your doubtful choice 
Would never have the caſting voice : 
Which beſt or worſt, you could not think; 
And die you muſt, for want of drink; 
Unleſs ſome chance inclines your ſight, 
Setting one pot in fairer light; 

Then you prefer or A, or B, 

As lines and angles beſt agree : 

Your ſenſe reſoly'd impels your will: 


She guides your hand. 80 drink your fill. 


Have you not ſeen a baker's maid 
Between two equal panniers ſway'd ? 
Her tallies uſcleſs lic, and idle, 
If plac'd exactly in the middle: 
But forc'd from this unactive ſtate, 
By virtue of ſome caſual weight; 
On either ſide ye hear em clatter, 
And judge of right and leſt-hand matter. 

Now, Richard, this coercive force, 
Without your choice, mult take its courſe. 
Great kings to wars are pointed forth, 
Like loaded needles to the north: 
And thou and l, by pow'r unſeen, 
Are barely paſſive, and ſuck'd in 
'To Henault's vaults, or Celia's chamber, 
As ſtraw and paper are by amber. 
If we ſit down to play, or ſet, 

(Suppoſe at Ombre or Baſlet, ) 


Let people call us cheats or fools; 
Our cards and we are equal tools. 
We ſure in vain the cards condemn: 
Ourſelves both cut and ſhuM'd them. 
In vain on fortune's aid rely: 
She only is a ſtander-by. 
Poor men! poor papers! we and they 
Do ſome impulſive force obey ; | 5 
And are but play'd with -do not play. 
But ſpace and matter we ſhould blame; 
They palm'd the trick that loſt the game. 
Thus, to ſave further contradiction, 
Againſt what you may think but fiction: 
I for attraction, Dick, declare: 
Deny it thoſe bold men that dare. 
As well your motion, as your thought 
Is all by hidden impulſe wrought : 
Ev'n ſaying, that you think or walk, 
How like a country ſquire you talk ? 
Mark then; where fancy or deſire 
Collects the beams of vital fire; 
Into that limb fair Alma ſlides, 
And there, pro tempore, reſides. 
She dwells in Nicholini's tongue, 
When Pyrrhus chants the heav'nly ſong : 
When Pgdro does the lute command, 
She guides the cunning artiit's hand, 
Thro' Macer's gullet ſhe runs down, 
When the vile glutton dines alone. 
And void of modeſty and thought, 
She follows Bibo's endleſs draught. 
| N 
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Throꝰ the ſoft ſex again ſhe ranges; 
As youth, caprice, or faſhion changes. 
Fair Alma careleſs and ſerene, 
In Fanny's ſpuightly eyes is ſeen ; 
While they diffuſe their infant beams, 
Themſelves not conſcious of their flames. 
Again, fair Alma ſits con feit 
On Florimel's experter breaſt; 
When lhe the riſing ligh conſtrains, 
And by concealing ipeaks her pains. 
In Cynthia's neck fair Alma glons, 
When the vain thing her jewels ſnows: 
When Jenny's ſtays are newly lac'd, 
Fair Alma plays about her waſte. 
And when the fwelling hoop ſuſtains 
The rich brocard, fair Alma deigns 
Into that lower ſpace to enter, : 
Of the large round -herfelf the centre. 
Again: That ſingle limb or feature 
(Such is the cogent force of nature) 
Which moſt did Alma's paſſion move 
In the firſt objegt of her love, 
For ever will be found confeſt, 
And printed on the am'rous breaſt. 
O Abelard, ill-fated youth, 
Thy tale will juſtify this truth : 
But well I weet, thy cruel wrong 
Adorns a nobler poet's ſong. 
Dan Pope for thy misfortune griev'd, 
With kind concern, and ſkill has weav'd 
A ſilken web; and ne'er ſhall fade 
Its colours ; gently has he laid 
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The mantle o'er thy ſad diſtreſs: 
And Venus ſhall the texture blifs. 
He o'er the weeping. nun has drawn 
Such artful folds of ſacred lawn ; Y 
That love, with equal grief and pride, 
Shall ſee the crime he ſtrives to hide: 
And ſoftly drawing back the veil, 
The god ſhall to his vot'ries tell 
Each conſcious tear, each bluſhing grace, 
That deck'd dear Eloiſa's face, 
Happy the poet, bleſt the lays, 
Which Buckingham has deign'd to praiſe. 
Neſnxt, Dick, as youth and habit ſways, 
A hundred gambols Alma'plays. 
If, whilſt a boy, Jack ran from ſchool, 
Fond of his hunting-horn, and pole; 
Tho' gout and age his ſpeed detain, 
Old John halloo's his konnds again: 
By his fire- ſide he ſtarts tle hare ; 
And turns her in his wicker chair: 
His feet, however lame, you find, 
Have got the better of his mind, 
If, while the mind was in her leg, 
The dance affected nimble Peg; 
Old Madge, bewitch'd at ſixty one, 
Calls for Green Sleeves, and Jumping Joan. 
In public maſk, or private ball, 
From Lincoln's-Inn, to Goldſmith's-Hall, 
All Chriſtmas long away ſhe trudges; 
Trips it with prentices and judges : 
In vain her children urge her ſtay ; 
And age or palſy bar the way. 
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But if thoſe. images prevail, | 

Which whilom did affect the tail; 

She ſtill reviews the ancient ſcene; 
Forgets the forty years between : 
Aukwardly gay, and oddly merry, 

| Her ſcarf pale pink, her head-knot cherry: 
O'er-heated with ideal rage, 

She cheats her ſon, to wed her page. 

If Alma, whilſt the man was young, 
 Slipp'd up too ſoon into his tongue: 
Pleas'd with his own fantaſtic ſkill, 

He lets that weapon ne er lie ſtill. 

On any point if you diſpute; 

Depend upon it, he'll confute: 

Change ſides; and you increaſe your pain: 
For he'll confute you back again. 

For one may ſpeak with Tully's tongue, 
Yet all the while be in the wrong. 

And 'tis remarkable, that they 

Talk moſt, who have the leaſt to ſay. 
Your dainty ſpeakers have the curſe, 

To plead bad cauſes down to worſe : 
As dames, who native beauty want, 

Still uglier look, the more they paint. 

Again: If in the female ſcx, 

Alma ſhould on this member fix; 

(A cruel and a deſp'rate caſe, 

From which heay'n ſhield my lovely laſs !) 
For evermore all care is vain, 

That would bring Alma down again. 

As in habitual gout, or ſtone, 

The only thing that can be done, 
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Is to correct your drink, and diet, 
And keep the inward foe in quiet. 
So, if for any fins of ours, 
Or our forefathers, higher pow'rs, 
Severe, tho? juſt, afflict our life 
With that prime ill, a talking wife ; 
Till death ſhall bring the kind relief, 
We muſt be patient, or be deaf. 
You know, a certain lady, Dick, 
Who ſaw me when I laſt was ſick : 
She kindly talk'd, at leaſt three hours, 
Of plaſtic forms, and mental pow'rs: 
Deſcrib'd our pre-exiſting ſtation, 
Before this vile terrene creation: 
And, leſt I ſhould be weary'd, Madam, 
To cut things ſhort, came down to Adam; 
From whence, as faſt as ſhe was able, 
She drowns the world, and builds up Babel : 
Thro' Syria, Perſia, Greece ſhe goes; 
And takes the Romans in the cloſe, 
But we'll deſcant on gen'ral nature: 
This is a ſyſtem, not a ſatyr. 
Turn we this globe, and let us ſee, 
How diff' rent nations diſagree, 
In what we wear, or eat and drink; 
Nay, Dick, perhaps in what we think. 
In water as you ſmell and taſte 
The foils thro? which it roſe and paſt; 
In Alma's manners you may read 
The place where ſhe was born and bred. 
One people from their ſwadling bands 
Releas'd their infants feet and hands: 
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Here Alma to theſe Kmbs was brought; 
And Sparta's offspring kick'd and fought. 

Another taught their babes to talk, 
E'er they cou'd yet in goe-tarts walk: 
There Alma ſettl'd in the tongue; 
And orators from Athens ſprung. 

| Obſerve but in theſe neighb'ring lands, 

The diff”rent uſe of mouths and hands: 
As men repos'd their various hopes, 
In battles theſe, and thoſe in tropes. 

In Britain's iſles, as Heylin notes, 
The ladies trip in petticoats ; 
Which, for the honour of their nation, 
They quit but on ſome great occaſion. 
Men there in breeches clad you view : 
They claim that garment, as their due. 
In Turky the reverſe appears; 
Long coats the haughty huſband wears : 
And greets his wife with angry ſpeeches ; 
If ſhe be ſeen without her breeches. 

In our fantaſtic climes the fair 
With cleanly powder dry their hair: 
And round their lovely breaſt and head 
Freſh flowers their mingl'd odours ſhed. 
Your nicer Hotentotes think meet, 
With guts and tripe to deck their feet: 
With down-caſt looks on Totta's legs, 
The ogling youth moſt humbly begs, 
She would not from his hopes reniove 
At once his breakfaſt, and his love: 
And if the ſkittiſn nymph ſhould fly, 
He in a double ſenſe mult die. 
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We ſimple toaſters take delight 
To ſee our women's teeth look white; 
And ev'ry ſaucy ill-bred fellow 
Sneers at a mouth profoundly yellow. 
In China none hold women ſweet, 
Except their ſnags are black as jet, 
King Chihu put nine queens to death, 
Convict on ſtatute, iv'ry teeth, _ 

At Tonquin, if a prince ſhould die, 
(As Jeſuits write, who never lie;) 
The wife, and counſellor, and prieſt, 
Who ſerv'd him moſt and loy'd him beſt; 
Prepare, and light his-fun'ral fire, 
And chearful on the pile expire, 
In Europe 'twould be hard to find 
In each degree one half ſo kind. 
Now turn we to the fartheſt caſt, 
And there obſerve the geatry dreſt; 
Prince Giolo, and his royal liſters, 
Scar'd with ten thouſand comely bliſters; 
The marks remaining on the kin, 
To tell the quality within. | 
Diſtioguiſh'd flaſhes deek the great: 
As each excels in birth, or ſtate ; 
His oylet-holes are more, and ampler : 
The king's own body was.a ſampler. 
Happy the climate, where the beau 
Wears the ſame ſuit for uſe, and ſhow: 
And at a ſmall expence your, wife, 
If once well pink'd, is cloath'd for life. 

Weſtward again the Indian fair 
Is nicely ſmear'd: with fat of bear: 
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Before you ſee, you ſmell your toaſt: 
And ſweeteſt ſhe who ſtinks the moſt. 
The fineſt ſparks, and cleaneſt beaux, 
Drip from the ſhoulders to the toes. 
How ſleek their ſkins! their joints how eaſy ! 
There ſlovens only are not greaſy. 
I mention'd diffrent ways of breeding: 

Begin we in our children's reading. 

To Maſter John the Engliſh maid 
A horn-book gives of ginger-bread : 
And that the child may learn the better, 
As he can name, he eats the letter : 
Proceeding thus with vaſt delight, 
He ſpells and gnaws from left to right. 
But ſhew a Hebrew's hopeful ſon, 
Where we ſuppoſe the book begun, 
The child would thank you for your kindneſs; 
And read quite backward from our Finis : 
Devour he learning ne'er ſo faſt, 
Great A would be reſerv'd the laſt. 

An equal inſtance of this matter, 

Is in the manners of a daughter. 
In Europe, if a harmleſs maid, 
By nature and by love betray'd, 
Should c'er a wife become a nurſe ; 
Her friends wou'd look on her the worſe. 
In China, Dampier's travels tell ye, 
(Look in the index for Pagelli :) 
Soon as the Britiſh ſhips unmoore, 
And jolly long boat rows to ſhore ; 
Down come the nobles of the land: 
Each brings his daughter in his hand, 
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Beſeeching the imperious tar 

To make her but one hour his care. 

The tender mother ſtands affrighted, 

Leſt her dear daughter ſhould be lighted : 

And poor Miſs Yaya dreads the ſhame 

Of going back the maid ſhe came. 
Obſerve how cuſtom, Dick, compels 

The lady that in Europe dwells : 

After her tea ſhe ſlips away; 

And what to do, one need not ſay. 

Now ſee how great Pomonque's queen 

Behav'd herſelf amongſt the men: 

Pleas'd with her punch, the gallant foul 

Firſt drank, then water'd in the bowl ; 

And ſprinkl'd in the Captain's face 

The marks of her peculiar grace 
To cloſe this point, we need not roam 

For inſtances ſo far from home. | 

What parts gay France from ſober Spain ? 

A little riſing rocky chain. 

Of men born ſouth or north o th' hill, 

Thoſe ſeldom move; theſe ne'er ſtand (till. 

Dick, you love maps, and may perceive 

Rome not far diſtant from Geneve. 

If the good Pope remains at home, 

He's the firſt prince in Chriſtendome. 

Chuſe then, good Pope, at home to (tay : 

Nor weſtward curious take thy way. 

Thy way unhappy ſhoud'ſt thou take 

From Tiber's bank to Leman-lake ; 

Thou art an aged prieſt no more, 

But a young flaring painted whore; 
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Thy ſex is loſt; thy town is gone; 

No longer Rome, but Babylon. 

That ſome few leagues ſhould make this. change, 

To men unlearn'd ſeems mighty ſtrange. 
But need we, friend, inſiſt on this? 

Since in the very Cantons Swiſs, 

All your philoſophers agree, 

And prove it plain, that one may be 

A heretic, or true believer, 

On this, or t'ther fide a river. 
Here with an artſul ſmile, quoth Dick, 

Jour proofs come mighty full, and thick------- 
The bard on this extenſive chapter, 

Wound up inta poetic rapture, 

Continu'd : Richard, caſt your eye 

By night upon a winter-ſky : 

Caſt it by day-light on the ſtrand, 

Which compaſles fair Albion's land: 

If you can count the ſtars that glow _ 

Above, or ſands that lie below ; 

Into theſe common places look, 

Which from great authors I have took; 

And count the proofs I have collected, 

To have my writings well protected. 

Theſe I lay by for time of need ; 

And thou mayꝰſt at thy leiſure read. 

For, ſtanding ev'ry critic's rage, 

I fafely will to future age 

My ſyſtem, as a gift, bequeath, 

Victorious over ſpight, and death. 
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ICHARD, who now was half aſleep, 
Rous'd ; nor would longer ſilence keep: 


And ſenſe like this, in vocal breath 

Broke from his twofo!d hedge of teeth. 
Now, if this phraſe too harſh be thought ; 
Pope, tell the world, 'tis not my fault, 
Old Homer taught us thus to ſpeak : 

If 'tis not ſenſe, at leaſt *tis Greek. 


As folks, quoth Richard, prone to leaſing, 


say things at firlt, becaufe they're pleaſing ; 
Then prove what they have once aſſerted: 
Nor care to have their lie deſerted : 


'Till their own dreams at length deceive em; 


And oft repeating, they believe 'em : 
Or as again thoſe am'rous blades, 
Who trifle with their mother's maids; 
Tho' at the firſt their wild deſire, 
Was but to quench a preſent fire : 
Yet, if the object of their love 

Chance by Lucina's aid to prove; 
They ſeldom ſet the bantling roar, 

In baſket, at a neighhour's door ; 

But, by the flatt'ring glaſs of nature, 


Viewing themſelves in cake-bread's feature; 


With ſerious thought and care ſupport, 
What only was begun in ſport. - 
Juſt fo with you, my friend, it fares, 
Who deal in philoſophic wares ; 
Vo L. II. G 
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Atoms you cut, and forms you meaſure, 
To gratify your private pleaſure; 

Till airy ſeeds of caſual wit 

Do ſome fantaſtic birth beget: 

And, pleas'd to find your ſyſtem mended, 
Beyond what you at firſt intended, 

The happy whimſey you purſue 

Till you at length believe it true. 

Caught by your own deluſive art, 

You fancy firſt, and then aſſert. 

Quoth Matthew: Friend, as far as l 
Through art or nature caſt my eye, 
This axiom clearly I diſcern, 

'That one muſt teach, and t'other learn. 

No fool Pythagoras was thought : 

Whilſt he his weighty doctrines taught, 

He made his liſt'ning ſcholars ſtand, 

Their mouth ſtill cover'd with their hand; 

Elſe, may be ſome unthinking youth, 

Leſs friend to doctrine than to truth, 

Might have refus'd to let his cars 

Attend the muſic of the ſpheres ; 

Deny'd all tranſmigrating ſcenes; 

And introduc'd the uſe of beans. 

From great Lucretius take his void; 

And all the world is quite deſtroy d. 

Deny Des Cart his ſubtile matter; 

You leave him neither fire nor water. 
| How oddly would Sir Iſaac look, 

If you, in anſwer to his book, 

Say, in the front of your diſcourſe, 

That things have no elaſtic force. 
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How could our chemie friends go on, 
To find the philoſophic ſtone, 
If you more pow'rful reaſons bring, 
To prove that there is no ſuch thing. 
Your chiefs in ſciences and arts, 
Have great contempt of Alma's parts. 
They find ſhe giddy is, or dull; 
She doubts if things are void, or full: 
And who ſhould be preſum'd to tell, 
What ſhe herſelf ſhould ſee or fecl ? 
She doubts if two and two make four, 
Though ſhe has told em ten times o'er. 
It can't-----it may be-----and it muſt: 
To which of theſe muſt Alma truſt ? 
Nay, further yet they make her go, 
In douhting, if ſhe doubts, or no. 
Can ſyllogiſm ſet things right? 
No : majors ſoon with minors fight : 
Or, both in friendly conſort join'd, 
The conſequence limps falſe bebind. 
So to ſome cunning man the goes, 
And aſks of him how much ſhe knows. 
With paticnce grave he hears her ſpeak ; 
And, from his ſhort notes, gives her back 
What from her tale he comprehended: 
Thus the diſpute is wiſely ended. 
From the account the loſer brings, | 
The conj'ror knows who ſtole the things. 
Squire (interrupted Dick) ſince when 
Were you among theſe cunning men ? 
Dear Dick, quoth Mat. let not thy force 
Of eloquence ſpoil.my diſcourſe. 
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I tell thee this is Alma's caſe; 
Still aſking, what ſome wiſe man ſays; 
Who does his mind in words reveal, 
Which all mult grant, though few can forlt. 
You tell your doctor that you're ill; 
And what does he but write a bill; 
Of which you need not read one letter: 
The worſe the fcrawl, the doſe the better. 
For if you knew but what you take, 
Though you recover, he mutt break. 
Ideas, forms, and intellects, 
Have furniſh'd out three different ſects. 
Subſtance or accidents divides 
All Europe into adverſe fades. 
Now, as engag'd in arms or laws, 
You mult have friends to back your cauſe: 
In philoſophic matters fo, 
Your judgment muſt with others go. 
For as in ſenates, ſo in ſchools, 
Majority of voices rules. 
Poor Alma, like a lonely deer, 
O'er hills and dales does doubtful err: 
With panting haſte, and quick ſurpriſe, 
From ev'ry leaf that ſtirs, ſhe flies; | 
Till, mingl'd with the neighb'ring herd, 
he flights what erſt ſhe ſingly fear'd; 
And now, exempt from doubt and dread, 
She dares purſue, if they dare lead: 
As their example ſtill prevails, 
She tempts the ſtream, or leaps the pales. 
He then, quoth Dick, who, by your rule, 
Thinks for himſelf, becomes a fool. 
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As party-man, who leaves the reſt, 

Is call'd but whimſical at beſt. 

Now, by your favour, maſter Mat. 
Like Ralpho, here I ſmell a rat. 

I muſt be liſted in your ſect; 
Who, though they teach not, can protect. 
Right, Richard, Mat. in triumph cry'd: 
80 put off all miſtruſt and pride. 

And while my principles I beg, 

Pray anſwer only with your leg. 

Believe what friendly I adviſe: 

Be firſt ſecure, and then be wiſe. 

The man within the coach that ſits, 
And to another's ſkill ſubmits, . 

Is ſafer much, (whate'er arrives, ) 

And warmer too, than he that drives. 

So, Dick adept, tuck back thy hair; 
And I will pour into thy ear 
Remarks, which none did cer diſcloſe, 

In ſmooth-pac'd verſe, or hobling proſe. 
Attend, dear Dick; but don't reply: 
And thou may'(t prove as wiſe as I. 

When Alma now, in diff*rent ages, 
Has finiſh'd her aſcending ſtages; | 
Into the head at length ſhe gets, hs 
And there in public grandeur fits, ; 
To judge of things, and cenſure wits. 

Here, Richard, how could I explain, 
The various lab'rinths of the brain ? 
Surpriſe my readers, whilſt I tell em 
Of cerebrum and cerebellum ? 
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How could I play the-commentator, 
On dura and on pia- mater? 
Where hot and cold, and "_ and wet, 
Strive each the other's place to get; 
And with inceſſant toil and trite, 
Would keep poſſeſſion during life. 
I could demonſtrate every pore, 
Where mem'ry lays up all her ſtore; 
And to an inch compute the ſtation - 
Twixt judgment and imagination. 
O friend! I could diſplay much learning, 
At leaſt to men of ſmall diſcerning. 
The brain contains ten thoufand cells: 
In each fome active fancy dwells; 
Which always is at work, and framing 
The ſeveral follics I was naming. 
As in a hive's vimineous dome, 
Fen thouſand bees enjoy their home; 
Each does her ſtudious action vary, 
To go and come, to fetch and carry: 
Each ſtill renews her little labour ; 
Nor juſtles her aſſiduous neighbour: 
Each-----whillt this theſis 1 maintain; 
I fancy, Dick, I know thy brain. 
O with the mighty theme affected. 
Could I but ſee thy head diſſected ! | 
My head, quoth Dick, to ſerve your whim 1. 
Spare that, and take ſome other limb. 
Sir, in your nice affairs of ſyſtem, 
Wiſe men propoſe, but fools aſſiſt em. 
Says Matthew: Richard, keep thy head, 
And hold thy peace; and LIl proceed. 
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Proceed ! quoth Dick : Sir, I aver, 

You have already gone too far. 

When people once are in the wrong, 

Each line they add 1s much too long. 

| Who faſteſt walks, but walks aſtray, 

Is only fartheſt from his way. 

Bleſs your conceits ! muſt I believe, 

Howe'er abſurd, what you conceive : 

And, for your friendſhip, live and die 

A papiſt in philoſophy? 

I ſay, whatever you maintain 

Of Alma in the heart or brain; 

The plaineſt man alive may tell ye, 

Her ſeat of empire is the belly: 

From hence ſhe ſends out thoſe ſupplies, 

Which makes us cither ſtout or wiſe: 

The ſtrength of ev'ry other member 

Is founded on your belly-timber : 

The qualms or raptures of your blood 

Riſe in proportion to your food : | 

And, if you wou'd improve your thought, 

You mult be fed, as well as taught. 

Your ſtomach makes your fabric roll; 

Juſt as the bias rules the bowl. 

That great Achilles might employ 

The ſtrength deſign'd to ruin Troy, 

He din'd on lion's marrow, ſpread 

On toaſts of ammunition-bread : 

But, by his mother ſent away, 

Amongſt the Thracian girls to play, 

Effeminate he fat and quiet; 

Strange product of a cheeſe-cake diet ! 
| G4 
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Now, give my argument fair play, 

And take the thing the t'other way. 

The youngſter, who, at nine and three, 

Drinks with his ſiſters milk and tea; 

From breakfaſt reads till twelve o'clock, 

Burnet and Heylin, Hobbs and Locke; 

He pays due viſits after noon. 

To couſin Alice and uncle John ; 

At ten, from coffee-houſe or play, 

Returning, finiſhes the day. 

But, give him Port and potent ſack, 

From milk-ſop he ſtarts up Mohawk: 

Holds that the happy know no hours; _ 

So through the ſtreet at midnight ſcowrs : 

Breaks watchmen's heads and chairmen's glaſſes ; 

And thence proceeds to nicking ſaſhes : 

Till, by ſome tougher hand o'ercome, 

And firſt knock'd down, and then led home: 

He damns the footman, ſtrikes the maid, 

And decently reels up to bed. 

Obſerve the various operations 

Of food and drink, in ſeveral nations. 

Was ever Tartar fierce or cruel 

Upon the ſtrength of water-gruel? 

But who ſhall ſtand his rage and force, 

If firſt he rides, then eats his horſe ? 
Sallads, and eggs, and lighter fare 

'Tune the Italian ſpark's guitar. 

And, if I take Dan Congreve right, 

Pudding and beef make Britons fight. 

Tokay and coffee cauſe this work 

Between the German and the Turk: 
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And both, as they proviſions want, 
Chicane, avoid, retire, and faint, _ | 

Hunger and thirſt, or guns and ſwords | 
Give the ſame death in diff rent words. 
To puſh this argument no further, 
'To ſtarve a man, in law, is murder. 

As in a watch's fine machine, 
Though many artful ſprings are ſeen, 
The added movements, which declare 
How full the moon, how old the year, 
Derive their ſecondary pow'r | 
From that which ſimply points the hour. 
For though theſe gim-cracks were away, 
(Quare would not ſwear, but Quare would fay,) 
However more reduc'd and plain, 
The watch would ſtill a watch remain: 
But if the horal orbit ceaſes, 
The whole ſtands ſtill, or breaks to pieces; 
Is now no longer what it was: 
And you may e'en go {ell the caſe, 
So, if unprejudic d you ſean 
The goings of this elock-work, man, 
You find a hundred movements made 
By fine devices in his head: 
But *tis the ſtomach's ſolid ſtroke, 
That tells his being what's o'clock. _ 
If you take off his rhegric-triggec, gi. 
He talks no more in mode and figure: 
Or clog his mathematic>wheel, 
His building falls; his ſhip ſtands ſtill. 
Or, laſtly, break his politic weight; 
His voice no longer rules the ſtate. 
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Yet if theſe finer whims were gone, 

| Your clock, though plain, would till go on. 

But, ſpoil the engine of digeſtion, = 

And you entirely change the queſtion. 

Alma's affairs no power can mend; 

The jeſt, alas! is at an end: | 

Soon ceaſes all this worldly buſtle ; 

And you conſign the corpſe to Ruſſell, 
Now, wake your Alma come or go 

From leg to hand, from top to toe; 

Your ſyſtem, without my addition, 

ls in a very fad condition. 

So Harlequin extoll'd his horſe, 

Fit for the war, or road, or courſe; 

His mouth was ſoft; his eye was good; 

His foot was ſure as ever trod: 

One fault he had, a fault indeed; 

And what was that? the horſe was dead. 
Dick, from theſe inſtances and fetches, 

Thou mak'ſt of horſes, clocks, and watches, 

Quoth Mat. to me thou ſeem'ſt to mean, 

That Alma is a mere machine: 

That, telling others what's o'clock, 

She knows not what herſelf has ſtruck; 

But leaves to ſtanders-by the trial 

Of what is mark'd upon her dial. / 
Here hold a blow, good friend, quoth Dick; 

And rais'd his voice exceeding quick: 

Fight fair, Sir: What I never meant 

Don't you infer. In argument 

Similies are like ſongs in love: 

They much deſcribe; they nothing prove. 
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'. Mat. who was here a little gravell'd, 
Toſs'd up his noſe, and would have cavill'd : 
But, calling Hermes to his aid, Mrs 
Half pleas'd, half angry, thus he ſaid: 

Where mind, ('tis for the author's fame,) 
That Matthew call'd, and Hermes came. 
In danger, heroes, and in doubt, | 
Poets find gods to help them out. 

Friend, Richard, I begin to ſee, 
That you and I ſhall ſcarce agree. 


Obſerve how oddly you behare : 

The more l grant, the more you crave. 
But, comrade, as I ſaid juſt now, 

I ſhould affirm, and you allow. 

We ſyſtem-makers can ſuſtain 

The theſis, which you grant, was plain; 
And with remarks and comments teaze ye; 
In caſe the thing before was eaſy. 

But in a point obſcure and dark, 

We fight as Leibaitz did with Clarke; 
And when no reaſon we can ſhow, 

Why matters this or that way go; 
The thorteſt way the thing we try; 
And, what we know not, we deny: 
True to our own o'erbearing pride, 
And falſe to all the world beſide. 

That old philoſopher grew croſs, 
Who could not tell what motion was: 
Becauſe he walk'd againſt his will, 

He fac'd men down that he ſtood ſtill. 
And he, who, reading on the heart, 
(When all his gaodlibets of art 
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Could not expound its pulſe and heat,) 
[ Swore he had never felt it beat. | 
16 Chryſippus, foil'd by Epicurus, 
! Makes bold (Jove bleſs him!) to aſſure us, 
þ That all things which our mind can view, 
þ May be at once both falſe and true, 
| | And Malebranche has an odd cenceit, 
l As ever enter d Frenchman's pate: 
Says he, ſo little can our mind 
Of matter, or of ſpirit find, 1 
That we, by gueſs, at leaſt, may gather 
Something which may be both, or neither. | 
Faith, Dick, I muſt confeſs tis true; 
(But this is only enter nous ) 
That many knotty points there are, 
| Which all diſcuſs, but few can clear. 
| As Nature lily had thought fit, 
j For ſome by-ends, to croſs- bite wit. 
t Circles to ſquare, and cubes to double, 
Would give a man exceſſive trouble: 
The longitude uncertain roams, 
In ſpite of Whiſton and his bombs. 
What ſyſtem, Dick, has right averr'd 
The cauſe why woman has no beard; 
Or why, as years our frame attack, _ 
Our hairs grow white, our teeth grow black ? 
In points like theſe, we muſt agree, 
Our barber knows as much as we. 
Yet, ſtill unable to explain, 
We mult perſiſt the beſt we can; 
With care our ſyſtems ſtill renew, 
And prove things likely, though not trye. 
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could, thou feeſt, in quaint difpute, 
By dint of logic, ſtrike thee mute; 
With learned ſkill, now puſb, now parry, 
From Darii to Bocardo, vary, 
And never yield, or what is worſt, 
Never conclude the point diſcours'd. 
Yet, that your hie et nunc may know, 
How much you to my eandour owe; 
Pll from the diſputant deſcend, 
To ſhow thee I aſſume the friend : 
I'll take thy notion for my own 
(So moſt philoſophers have done; ) 
It makes my ſyſtem more compleat : 
Dick, can it have a nobler fate ? 
Take what thou wilt, faid Dick, dear friend ; 
But bring thy matters to an end. 
I find, quoth Mat. reproof is vain: 
Who firſt offend will firſt complain. 
Thou wiſheſt I would make to ſhore, 
Yet ſtill put'ſt in thy thwarting oar. 
What I have told thee fifty times 
In proſe, receive for once in rhymes : 
A huge fat man in country-fair, 
Or city-church, (no matter where, ) 
Labour'd and puſh'd amidſt the crowd, 
Still bawling out extremely loud; 
Lord fave us! why do people preſs! 
Another, marking his diſtreſs, 
Friendly reply'd : Plump gentleman, 
Get out as faſt as e er you can; 
Or ceaſe to puſh, or to exclaim : 
You make the very crowd you blame. 
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Says Dick, Your moral does not need 
be leaſt return; fo een proceed: 
Your tale, howe'er apply'd, was ſhort : 
So far at leaſt I thank you for't. 
Mat. took his thanks, and in a tone. 
More magiſterial, thus went on. 
Now Alma ſettles in the head, 
As has before been ſung, or ſaid : 
And here begins this farce of life; 
Enter revenge, ambition, ſtrife. 
Behold on both ſides men advance, 
To form in earneſt Bays's dance : 
L'Avare, not uſing half his ſtore, 
Still grumbles, that he has no more; 
Strikes not the preſent tun, for fear 
The vintage ſhou'd be bad next year: 
And eats to-day with inward ſorrow, 
And dread of fancy'd want to-morrow. 
Abroad, if the ſur-tout you wear 
| Repels the rigour of the air; 
Would you be warmer, if at home 
You had the fabric, and the loom ? 
And if two boots keeps out the weather ; 
What need you have two hides of leather ? 
Could Pedro, think you, make no trial 
Of a ſonata on his viol, 
Unleſs he had the total gut, 
Whence ev'ry ſtring at firſt was cut ? 
When Rarus ſhows you his carton 
He always tells you with a groan, 
Where two of that ſame hand were torn 


Long before you, or he was born, 
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Poor Vento's mind ſo much is croſt, 
For part of his Petronius loſt; 
That he can never take the pains 
To underitand what yet remains. 
What toil did honeſt Curio take ? 
What ſtrick inquiries did he make, 
To get one medal wanting yet, 
And perfect all his Roman ſett? 
'Tis found: And O his happy lot! 
'Tis bought, lock'd up, and lies forgot: 
Of theſe no more you hear him ſpeak : 
He now begins upon the Greek. 
Theſe rang'd and ſhow'd, ſhall in their turns 
Remain obſcure, as in their urns. 
My copper-lamps at any rate, 
For being true antique, I bought; 
Yet wiſely melted down my plate, 
On modern models to be wrought : 
And trifles I alike purſue ; 
Becauſe they're old; becauſe they're new. 
Dick, I have ſeen you with delight, 
For Georgy make a paper-kite ; 
And ſimple odes too many, ſhow ye 
My ſervile complaiſance to Cloe. 
Parents and lovers are decreed | 
By nature fools.- That's brave indeed! 
Quoth Dick : Such truths are worth receiving : 
Yet till Dick look'd as not believing. 
Now, Alma, -to divines and proſe 
| leave thy frauds, and crimes, and woes; 
Nor think to night of thy ill nature, 
But of thy follies, idle creature ! 
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The turns of thy uncertain wing, 

And not the malice of thy ſting. 

Thy pride of being great and wiſe, 

I do but mention, to deſpiſe : 

I view with anger and diſdain, 

How little gives thee joy or pain : 

A print, a bronze, a flow'r, a root, 

A ſhell, a butter-fly, can do't. 

Ev*n a romance, a tune, a rhime, 

Help thee to paſs the tedious time; 
Which elſe wou'd on thy hand remain: 
Tho' flown it ne'er looks back again. 
And cards are dealt, and cheſs-boards brought, 
To eaſe the pain of coward- thought. 
Happy reſult of human wit! 

That Alma may herſelf ſorget. 

Dick, thus we act; and thus we are, 
Or toſs'd by hope, or ſank by care. 
With endleſs pain this man purſues 
What, if gain'd, he cou'd not uſe : 
And tother fondly hopes to ſee 
What never was, nor e'er ſhall be. 

We err by uſe, go wrong by rules, 

In geſture grave, in action fools: 

We join hypocriſy to pride, | 
Doubling the faults, we ſtrive to hide. 
Or grant, that with extreme ſurpriſe, 
We find ourſelves at ſixty wiſe : 

And twenty pretty things are known, 
Of which we can't accompliſh one. 
Whilſt, as my ſyſtem ſays, the mind 
Is to theſe upper rooms confin'd ; 
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Should I, my friend, at large repeat 

Her borrow'd ſenſe, her fond conccit ; 
The bede-rol of her vicious tricks; 

My poem would be too prolix. 

For could I my remark ſuſtain, 

Like Socrates, or Miles Montaign ; 

Who in theſe times would read my books, 
But Tom O'Stiles, or John O*'Nokes ? 

As Brentford kings, diſcreet and wiſe, 
Alter long thought and grave advice; | 
Into Lardella's coffin peeping, 

Saw nought to cauſe their mirth or nnn! 
So Alma now to joy or grief 

Superior, finds her late relief: 

Weary'd of being high, or great, 

Aud nodding in her chair of ſtate; + 
Stunn'd and worn out with endleſs chat, 

Of Will did this, ſand Nan faid that; 

She finds, poor thing, ſome little crack, 
Which nature forc'd by time, muſt make ; 
Thro' which ſhe wings her deſtin'd way: 
Upwards ſhe ſoars; and down drops clay: 
While ſome ſurviving friend ſupplies 
Hic jacet, and a hundred lies. 

O Richard, 'till that day appears, 
Which muſt decide our hopes and fears, 
Wou'd Fortune calm her preſent rage, 
And give us play-things for our age; 
Would Clotho waſh her hands in milk, 
And twift our thread with gold and filk ; 
Would ſhe in friendihip, peace and plenty, 
Spin out our years to four times twenty: 

Vol. II. H 
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And ſhould we both in this condition, 

Have conquer'd love, and worſe ambition; 

"Elſe theſe two paſſions, by the way, 

May chance to ſhow us ſcurvy play : 

Then Richard, then ſhould we fit down, 

Far from the tumult of the town: 

I fond of my well choſen ſeat, 

My pictures, medals, books compleat: 

Or ſhould we mix our friendly talk, 

O'erſhaded in that fav'rite walk, 

Wbich thy own hand had whilom planted, 

Both pleas'd with all we thought we wanted: 

Yet then, ev'n then, one croſs reflection 

Would ſpoil thy grove, and my collection: 

Thy ſon, and his, c'er that, may die; 

And time ſome uncouth heir ſupply ; 

Who ſhall for nothing elſe be known, 

But ſpoiling all that thou haſt done. 

Who ſet the twigs, ſhall he remember 

That is in haſte to ſell the timber? 

And what thall of thy woods remain, 

Except the box that threw the main ? 
Nay, may not time and death remove 

The near relations whom I love? 

And my coz Tom, or his coz Mary, 

(Who hold the plough, or ſkim the dairy,) 

My fav'rite books and pictures ſell, 

To Smart, or Doiley, by the ell? 

Kindly throw in a little figure, 

And ſet the price upon the bigger ? 

Thoſe who could never read the grammar, 

When wy dear volumes touch the hammer, 
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May think books beſt, as richeſt bound. 
My copper medals by the pound 
May be with learned juſtice weigh'd ; 
To turn the balance, Otho's head 
May be thrown in ; and, for the mettle, 
The coin may mein a tinker's kettle---=————" 
Tir'd with theſe thoughts Leſs tir'd than „ 

Quoth Dick, with your philoſophy 
That people live and die, I knew „„ 
An hour ago, as well as you. : 
And if Fate ſpins us longer years, 
Or is in haſte to take the ſhears ; 

I know, we mult both fortunes try, 
And bear our evils wet or dry. 
Yet let the goddeſs ſmile or frown ; 

Bread we ſhall eat, or white, or brown: 
And in a cottage, or a court, 
Drink fine champaigne, or muddl'd Port. 
What need of books theſe truths to tell, 
Which folks perceive who cannot ſpell ? 
And muſt we ſpectacles apply, 
To view what hurts our naked eye ? 

Sir, if it be your wiſdom's aim, 

To make me merrier than lam; 

I'll be all night at your —— 
Come on, friend: Broach the pleaſing notion. 
But if you would depreſs my thought; | 

Your ſyſtem is not worth a groat 
For Plato's fancies what care I? 
I hope you would not have me die, 
Like {imple Cato in the play, 
For any thing that he can ſay ? 
| Hes 
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E'en let him of ideas ſpeak 

To heathens in his native Greek. 
If to be fad is to be wile ; 

I do moſt heartily deſpiſe 
Whatever Socrates has ſaid, 

Or Tully writ, or Wanley read. 

Dear Drift, to ſet our matters right, 
Remove theſe papers from my fight ; 
Burn Mat's Des-Cart', and Ariſtotle - 
Here, Jonathan, your maſter's bottle. 
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$ quis deus mibi largiatar, ut ex hac aetate repuereſcam, 
et in cunis vagiam, valde recuſem. Cic. de Senect. 


The bewailing of man's miſeries hath been elegantly and 
copiouſly ſet forth by many, in the writings as well 
of philoſophers, as divines. And it is both a plea» 
dt and a profitable contemplation. 

Lord Bacon's Advancement of Learning. 
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1 T is hard for a man to ſpeak of himſelf with any to- 


lerable ſatisfaction or ſucceſs : He can be no more 
pleaſed in blaming himſelf, than in reading a ſatire made 
on him by another: And, though he may juſtly deſire 
that a friend ſhould praiſe him ; yet, if he makes his 
own panegyric, he will get very few to read it. It is 
harder for him to ſpeak of his own writings. An au- 
thor is in the condition of a culprit : The public are his 
judges: By allowing too much, and condeſcending too 
far, he may injure his own cauſe, and become a kind 
of felo de ſe ; and, by pleading and aſſerting too boldly, 
he may diſpleaſe the court that fits upon him: His apo- 
logy may only heighten his accuſation. I would avoid 


theſe extremes: And though, I grant, it would not be 


yery. civil to trouble the reader with a long preface, 
before he enters upon an indifferent poem; I would ſay 
ſomething to perſuade him to take it as it is, or to ex- 


cuſe it for not being better. 


The noble images and reflections, the profound rea- 


ſonings upon human actions, and excellent precepts for 


the government of life, which are found in the ro- 


verbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and other books commonly attri- 
buted to Solomon, afford ſubiefts for finer poems in 
every kind, than have, I think, as yet appeared in the 
Greek, Latin, or any modern language: How far they 
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were verſe in their original, is a diſſertation not to bg 
entered into at preſent. 

Out of this great treaſure, which lies heaped up to- 
gether in a confuſed maguificence, above al order, I 
had a mind to collect and digeſt ſuch obſcrvati-:n1s and 
apophthegms, as moſt particularly tend to the proof of 
that great aſſertion, laid down in the beginning of the 
Ecclefiaſtes, ALL 19 vanrTy. 

Upon the ſubjef thus choſen, ſuch various im zes 
preſent themſelves to a writer's mind, that he mult had 
it eaſier to judge what ſhould be rejected, than what 
ought to be received. The difficuity Fes in drau ing 
and diſpoſing, or, (as the painters ter in it), in grouping 
ſuch a multitude of different objects, preſerving itil! che 
juſtice and conformity of ſtile and colouring, the ſim- 
plex duntaxat et unum, which Horace preſcribes, as re- 
quiſite to make the whole picture beautiful and per- 
Keck. 

As precept, however true in theory, or uſeful in 
practice, would be but dry and tedious in verſe, eſpe- 
cially if the recital be long; 1 found it neceſſary to form 
ſome ſtory, and give a kind of body to the poem. Un- 
der what ſpecies it may be comprehended, whether di- 
daſcalic or heroic, I leave to the judgment of the cri- 
ties; defiring them to be favourable in their cenſare, 
and not ſollicitous what the poem is called, provided it 
may be accepted. 

The chief perſonage or character in the epic is al- 
ways proportioned to the deſign of the work, to carry 
on the narration, and the moral. Homer intended to 
ſhew us, in his lliad, that diſſentions among great men 
obſtruct the exccution of the nobleſt enterprizes, and 
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tend to the ruin of a ſtate or kingdom. His Achilles, 
therefore, is haughty, and paſſionate, impatient of any 
reſtraint by laws, and arrogant in arms. In his Odyſſes, 
the ſame poet endeayours to explain, that the hardeſt 
difficulties may be overcome by labour, and our fortune 
reſtored after the ſevereſt atflictions. Ulyſſes, therefore, 
is valiant, virtuous, and patient. Virgil's deſign was 


to tell us, how, from a ſmall colony eſtabliſhed by the 


Trojans in Italy, the Roman empire roſe, and from 
what antient families Auguſtus (who was his prince 
and patron) deſcended. His hero, therefore, was to 
fight his way to the throne, ſtill diſtinguiſhed and pro- 
tected by the favour of the gods. The poet to this end 
takes off from the vices of Achilles, and adds to the 
virtues of Ulyſſes; from both perfecting a character 
proper for his work in the perſon of Kneas. 

As Virgil copied after Homer, other epic poets 10 
copied after them both. Taſſo's Gieruſalemme Libera- 
ta is directly Troy-town ſacked; with this difference 
only, that the two chief characters in Homer, whick 
the Latin poet had joined in one, the Italian has ſepa- 
rated in his Godfrey and Rinaldo: But he makes them 


both carry on his work with very great ſucceſs. Ron»: 
fard's Franciad, (incomparably good fo far as it goes, 


is again Virgil's Æneis. His hers comes from a fo- 
reign country, ſettles a colony, and lays the foundation 
of a future empire. I inſtance in theſe; as the greateſt 
Italian and French poets in the epic. In our language, 


Spencer has not contented himſelf with this ſubmiſſive 


manner of imitation : He launches out into very flowery 
paths, which ſtill ſcem to conduct him into one great 


road, His Fairy Queen (had it been finiſhed) muſt 
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have ended in the account which every knight was to 
give of his adventures, and in the accumulated praiſes 
of his heroine Gloriana. The whole would have been 
an heroic poem, but in another caſt and figure, than 
any that ever had been written before. Yet it is ob- 
ſervable, that every hero (as far as we can judge by the 
books ſtill remaining) bears his diſtinguiſhed character, 
and repreſents ſome particular virtue conducive to the 
whole deſign. 

To bring this to our preſent ſubject. The pleaſures 
of life do not compenſate the miſeries: Age ſteals up- 
on us unawares; and death, as the only cure of our 
ills, ought to be expected, but not feared. This in- 
ſtruction is to be illuſtrated by the action of ſome great 
perſon. Who therefore more proper for the buſineſs 
than Solomon himſelf ? And why may he not be ſup- 
poſed now to repeat, what, we take it for granted, 
he ated almoſt three thouſand years ſince? If, in the 
fair ſituation where this prince was placed, he was ac- 
quainted with forrow; if, endowed with the greateſt 
perfections of nature, and poſſeſſed: of all the advan- 
tages of external condition, he could not find happineſs; 
the reſt of mankind may ſafely take the monarch's 
word for the truth of what he aſſerts. And the author 
who would perſuade, that we ſhould bear the ills of life 
patiently, merely becauſe Solomon felt the ſame, has a 
better argument than Lucretius had, when, in his im- 
perious way, he at once convinces and commands, that 
we ought to ſubmit to death without repinin 8. becauſe 
Epicurus died. 

The whole poem is a ſoliloquy: Solomon is the per- 
ſon that ſpeaks: He is at once the hero and the author: 
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Bt he tells us very often what others ſay to him. 'Thoſe 
chiefly introduced are his rabbies and philoſophers, in 
the firſt book, and his women and their attendants, in 
the ſecond; with theſe the ſacred hiſtory mention him 
to have converſed, as likewiſe with the angel brought 
down in the third book, to help him out of his difficul« 
ties, or at leaſt to teach him how to overcome them. 
Nec deus interſit, niſi dignus vindice nodus. 

I preſume this poetical liberty may be very juſtly al» 
| lowed me on ſo ſolemn an occaſion.. | 

In my deſcription I have endeavoured to keep to the 
notions and manners of the Jewiſh nation, at the time 
when Solomon lived; and where I allude to the cuſtoms 
of the Greeks, I believe I may be ultified by the ſtrict- 
eſt chronology ; though a poet is not obliged to the 
rules that confine an hiſtorian. Virgil has anticipated 
two hundred years; or the Trojon hero and Carthagi- 
nian queen could not have been brought together: And, 
without the ſame anachroniſm, ſeveral of the fineſt parts 
of his Fneis muſt have been omitted. Our country- 
man Milton goes y<t further. He takes up many of his 
material images ſome thouſands of years after the fall 
of man: Nor could he otherways have written, or we 
read one of the ſublimeſt pieces of invention that was 
ever yet produced. This likewiſe takes off the objecti- 
on, that ſome hames of countries, terms of art, and no- 
tions in natural philoſophy are otherwiſe expreſſed, 
than can be warranted by the geography or aſtronomy 
of Solomon's time. Poets are allowed the ſame liberty 
in their deſcriptions and compariſons, as painters in 
their draperies and ornaments : Their perſonages may 
de dreſſed, not exactly in the ſame habits which they 
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| wore, but in ſuch us make them appear moſt graceful. 


In this caſe probablity muſt atone for the want of truth · 
This liberty has indeed been abuſed by eminent maſters 
in either ſcience. Raphael and Taſſo have ſhewed their 
diſcretion, where Paul Veroneſe and Arioſto are to an- 
fwer for their extravagancies. It is the exceſs, not the 
thing itſelf, that is blameable. | 
I would fay one word of the meafure, in which this, 
and moſt poems of the age are written. Heroic with 
continued rhime, as Donne and his contemporaries| u- 
fed it, carrying the ſenſe of one verſe moſt commonly 
into another, was found too diſſolute and wild, and came 
very often too near proſe: As Davenant and Waller 
corrected, and Dryden perfected it, it is too confined; 
it cuts off the ſenſe at the end of every firſt line, which 
muſt always rhime to the next following; and conſe- 
quently produces too frequerit an identity in the ſound, 
and brings every couplet to the point of an epigram. It 
is indeed too broken and weak, to convey the ſenti- 
ments and repreſent the images proper for epic. And 


as it tires the writer while he compoſes, it mult do the 


fame to the reader while he repeats ; eſpecially in a 
poem of any conſiderable length. | 

If ſtriking ont into blank verſe, as Milton did, (and 
in this kind Mr Philips, had he lived, would have ex- 
celled,) or running the thought into alternate and ſtan- 
za, which allows a greater variety, and till preſerves 
the dignity of the verſe, as Spencer and Fairfax have 
done; if either of theſe, I ſay, be a proper remedy for 
my poetical complaint, or if any other may be found, 
I] dare not determine: I am only inquiring, in order 
ty be better informed; without preſaming to direct the 
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zudgement of others. And, while I am ſpeaking of the 
verſe itſelf, I give all juſt praiſe to many of my friends 
now living, who have in epic carried the harmony of 
their numbers as far as the nature of this meaſure will 
permit. But, once more; he that writes in rhimes, dan- 
ees in fetters ; And as his chain is more extended, he 
may certainly take larger ſteps. 
I need make no apology for the ſhort digreſſive pas» 
negyricupon Great Britain, in the firſt book: I am glad 
to have it obſerved, that there appears throughout all 
my verſes a zeal for the honour of my country: And þ 
had rather be thought a good Engliſhman, than the 
heſt poet, or greateſt ſcholar, that ever wrots. 
And now, as to the pubiſhing of this piece; though 
] have in a literal ſenſe obſerved Horace's nonum pre- 
natur in annum, yet have | by no means obeyed our 
poetical lawgiver, according to the ſpirit of the precept, 
The poem has indeed been written and laid aſide much 
longer than the term preſcribed; but in the mean time 
I had little leiſure, and leſs inclination to reviſe or print 
it. The frequent interrup tions I have met with in my 
private ſtudies, and great variety of public life, in which 
I have been employed; my thoughts (ſuch as they are) 
having generally been expreſſed in foreign language, 
and even formed by an habitude very different from 
what the beauty and elegance of the Engliſh poetry re- 
quires : All theſe, and ſome other circumſtances which 
we had as good paſs by at preſent, do juſtly contribute 


to make my excuſe in this behalf very plauſible. Far 


indeed from deſigning to print, I had locked up theſe 
papers in my ſcritoire, there to lie in peace 'till my ex- 
ecutors might have taken them out, What altered this 
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deſign; or how my ſeritoire came to be unlocked be- 
fore my egſſin was nailed, is the queſtion. The true 
reaſon I take to be the beſt. Many of my friends of the 
firſt quality, fineſt learning, and greateſt underſtanding, 
have wreſted the key from my hands, by a very kind and 
irreſiſtible violence: And the poem is publiſhed, not 
without my conſent indeed, but a little againſt my o- 
pinion, and with an implicit ſubmiſſion to the parti- 
ality of their judgment, As I give up here the fruits 
of many of my vacant hours to their amuſement and 
pleaſure; I ſhall always think myſelf happy, if I may 
dedicate my moſt ſerious endeavours to their intereſt 
and ſervice. And I am proud to finiſh this preface, 
by ſaying, that the violence of many enemies, whom 
I never juſtly offended, is abundantly recompenſed by 
the goodneſs of more friends, whom I can never ſuf- 
ficiently oblige. And if I here aſſume the liberty of 
mentioning my Lord Harley and Lord Bathurſt, as the 
authors of this amicable confederacy, among all thoſe 
whoie names do me great honour in the beginning of 
my book, in the folio edition; theſe two only ought 
to be angry with me; for I diſobey their poſitive or- 
der, whilſt I make even this ſmall acknowledgment of 
their * kindneſs, 
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So Loox, ſeeking happineſs from knowledge, con- 
venes the learned men of his kingdom; requires 
them to explain to him the various operations and 
effects of nature; diſcourſes of vegetables, animals, 
and man; propoſcs ſome queſtions concerning the 
origin, and ſituation of the habitable earth ; pro- 
ceeds to examine the ſyſtem of the viſible heaven; 
doubts if there may not be a plurality of worlds; 
- Inquires into the nature of ſpirits and angels; and 
withes to be more fully informed, as to the attri- 
| butes of the Supreme Being. He is imperfectly an- 
ſwered by the rabbins, and doctors; blames his own 


© curioſity; and concludes that, as to human ſcience, 


ALL iS VANITY. 
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TEXTS chiefly alluded to in this 


The words of the preacher, the ſon of David king of 

Jeruſalem. Eccleſiaſtes, chap. i. verſe r. 

Vanity of vanities, faith the preacher, vanity of vani- 

ties, all is vanity. ver. 2. 

J communed with mine own heart, ſayiog, Lo, Iam 
come to great eſtate, and have got more wifdom 
than all they that have been before me in Jeruſa- 
lem : yea my heart had great experience of wiſdom 
and knowledge. ver. 16. 


He ſpake of trees, from the cedar- tree that is in Leba- 


non, even unto the hy ſſop that ſpripgeth out of the 
wall : he ſpake alſo of beaſts, and of fowl, and of 
creeping things, and of fiſhes, x Kings, chap. iv. 
ver. 33. 


I know, that whatſoever God doth, it ſhall be for ever: 


nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from 
it: and God doth it, that men ſhould fear before 


him. Eccleſiaſtes, chap. iii. ver. 14. 


He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: alſo 


he hath ſet the world in their heart; ſo that no man 
can find out the work that God maketh from the 


beginning to the end. ver. 11 
For in much wiſdom is much grief: and he that in- 


creaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſorrow. chap. i. 
ver. 18. 

And further, by theſe, | my ſon, be admoniſhed : of 
making many books there is no end : and much 
ſtudy is a wearineſs of the fleſh, chap, xii. ver. 13. 
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E ** men, ahh Juſt cones anond,- 

Obſerve the preacher, and believe the ; Aber 
Whoſe ſerious Muſe inſpires him to explain, A 
That all we act, and all we think, is vain: 

That in this pilgrimage of ſeventy years, 
O'er rocks of perils, and thro? vales of tears 
Deſtin'd to march, our doubtful ſteps we tend, 
Tir'd of the toil, yet fearful of itsend 
That from the womb we take our fatal Mares 


Of follies, paſſions, labours, tumults, cares: * 
And at approach of death ſhall anly kaow _- ... © 
The truths, which from theſe penſive numbers flew, 
That we purſue falſe joy, and ſuffer real woe. . 


Happineſs, object of that waking dream, 
Which we call life, miſtaking: Eugitiye theme 

Of my purſuing verſe, ideal ſhade, 
Notional good, by fancy only made, 

And by tradition nurs'd, fallacious 3 

Whoſe dancing beams miſled our fond deſire: 
Cauſe of our care, and error of our mind: 

Oh ! hadſt thou ever been by heay'n deſign'd 
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To Adam, and his mortal race, the doon a 
Entire had been reſert d for Solomou - 
On me the partial lot had been beſtow'd ; 
And in my cup the golden draught had flow'd. 
But O! ere yet original man was made; 
Ere the foundations of this earth were laid; 
It was opponent to our ſearch, ordain'd, 
That joy, ſtill ſought,” ſhould never be attain d. 
This ſad experience cites me to reveal; 
And what I dictate, is from what 1 feel. 
Born as I was, great David's fav'rite ſon, 
Dear to my people, on the Hebrew throne; 
Sublime my court with Ophir's treaſures bleſt, 
My name extended to the fartheſt eaſt; 
My body cloth'd with ev'ry outward grace, 
Strength in my limbs, and beauty in my face; 
My ſhining thonght with fruitful notions crown d, 
Quick my invention, and my judgment ſound. 
Ariſe, (1 commun'd with myſelf,) ariſe; 
Think, to be happy ; to be great, be wiſe : 
Content of ſpirit muſt from ſcience flow: 
'F Tor *tis a godlike attribute, to know. | 
( I faid; and ſent my edit thro? the land: 
Around my throne the letter'd rabbins ſtand : 
Hiſtoric leaves revolve, long volumes ſpread, 2 | 


The old difcourſing, as the younger read : 
Attent I heard, propos'd my doubts, and faid : 
The vegetable world, each plant and tree, 
Its ſeed, its name, its nature, its degree, _ 

I am allow'd, as fame reports, to know, 
From the falr cedar, on the craggy brow 
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Of Lebanon, nodding ſupremely tall, 

To creeping; moſs, and hyſſop on the wall: 

Yet juſt and conſcious to myſelf, I find 

A thouſand doubts oppoſe the ſearching mind. 
I know not why the beech delights the glade 

With, boughs extended, and a rounder ſhade ; 

Whilſt tow'ring firs in conic forms ariſe, 

And with a pointed ſpear divide the ſkies : 

Nor why again the changing oak ſhould ſhed 

The yearly honour of his ſtately head: 

Whilſt the diſtinguiſh'd yew is ever ſeen, 

Unchang'd his branch, and permanent his green. 

Wanting the ſun why does the caltha fade? 

Why does the cypreſs flouriſh in the ſhade ? 

The fig and date, why love they to remain 

In middle tation, and in even plain; 

While in the lower marſh the gourd is found ; 

And while the hill with olive-ſhade is crown'd ? 

Why does one climate, and one ſoil endue 

The bluſhing poppy with a crimſon hue; 

Yet leave the lily pale, and tinge the violet blue ? 

Why does the fond carnation loye to ſhoot 

A various colour from one parent root ; 

While the fantaſtic tulip ſtrives to break 

In two-fold beauty, and a parted ſtreak ? 

The twining jaſmine. and the bluſhing roſe, 

With laviſh grace their morning ſcents diſcloſe : 

The ſmelling tub'roſe and jonquille declare, , 

The ſtronger impulſe of an evening air. 

Whence has the tree (reſolve me) or the flowꝰ'r 

A various inſtinct, or a diff*rent pow'r ! 

Iz 
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Why ſhould one earth, one elime, dne ſtream, one 

Raiſe this to ſtrength, and ſicken that to death ? [breath, 
Whence does it happen, that the plant, which well 

We name the ſenſitive, ſhould move and ſeel ? 

Whence know her leaves to anſwer her command, 

And with quick horror fly the neighb'ring hand? 
Along the ſunny bank, or wat'ry mead, _ 

Ten thouſand ſtalks their various bloſſoms ſpread : 

Peaceful and lowly in their native ſoil, | 

They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil; 

Yet with confeſs'd magnificence deride 

Our vile attire, and i impotence of pride. 

The cowſlip ſmiles, in brighter yellow dreſt, 

Than that which veils the nubile virgin's breaſt ; 

A fairer red ſtands bluſhing in the roſe, 

Than that which on the bridegroom's veſtment flows. 

Take but the humbleſt lily of the field ; 

And if our pride will to our reaſon yield, 

Ib muſt by ſure compariſon be ſhown, 

Fhat on the regal ſeat great David's ſon, 

Array'd in all his robes, and types of pow'r, 

Shines with leſs glory, than that ſimple flow'r. 
Of fiſhes, next, my friends, I would inquire, 

How the mute race engender, or reſpire; 

From the ſmall fry that glide on Jordan's ſtream 

Unmark'd, a multitude without a name, 

To that leviathan; who o'er the ſeas 

Immenſe rolls onward his impetuous ways, : 

And mocks the wind, and in the tempeſt plays. 

How they in warlike bands march greatly forth 

From freezing waters, and the colder north, 
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To ſouthern climes directing their career ; 
Their ſtation changing with th' inverted year, 
How all with careful knowledge are endu'd, 
To chuſe their proper bed, and wave, and food ; 
To guard their ſpawn, and educate their brood. 
Of birds, how each, according to her kind, 
Proper materials for ber neſt can ſind; | 
And build a frame, which deepeſt thought in man 
Would or amend, or imitate in vain. 
How in ſmall flights they know to try their young, 
And teach the callow child her parent's ſong. 
Why theſe frequent the plain, and thoſe the wood, 
Why ev'ry land has her ſpecific brood. 
Where the tall crane, or winding ſwallow goes, 
Fearful of gathering winds, and falling ſnows: 
If into rocks, or hollow trees they creep, 
In temporary death confin'd to ſleep ; 
Or, conſcious of the coming evil, fly 
To milder regions, and a ſouthern ſky. 
Of beaſts and creeping inſects ſhall we trace 
The wond'rous nature, and the various race; 
Or wild or tame, or friend to man or foe; 
Of us what they, or what of them weknow? 
Tell me, ye ſtudious, who pretend to ſee 
Far into Nature's boſom, whence the bee 
Was firſt inform*d her vent'rous flight to ſteer 
Thro' trackleſs paths, and an abyſs of. air: 
Whence ſhe avoids the ſlimy marſn, and knows 
The fertile hills, where ſweeter herbage grows, 
And honey-making flow'rs their opening buds diſ- 
cloſe ? 
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How from the thicken'd miſt and ſetting ſun 

Finds ſhe the labour of her day is done ? 

Who taught her againſt winds and rains to ſtrive, 

To bring her burden to the certain hive ;- 

And through the liquid fields again to paß | 

Duteous, and hark*ning to the ſounding braſs? 
And, O thou fluggard ! tell me why the ant, 


Midſt ſummer's plenty thinks of wimtcr's want; 


By conſtant journies careful to prepare 

Her ſtores; and, bringing home the corny ear, 
By what inſtruction does ſhe bite the grain, 
Leſt, hid in earth, and taking root again, 

It might elude the foreſight of her care? 
Diſtinct in either inſect's deed appear 


The marks of thought, contrivance, hope, and fear. 


Fix thy corporeal and internal eye 
On the young gnat, or new-engender'd fly; 
On the vile worm, that yeſterday began 
To crawl, thy fellow-creatures, abject man 


Like thee they breathe, they move, they taſte, they ſee; 


They ſhow their paſſions by their acts, like thee ; 
Darting their ſtings, they previouſly declare 
Defign'd revenge, aud hierce intent of war: 
Laying their eggs, they evidently prove 

The genial pow'r, and full effect of love. 

Each then has orga ns to digeſt bis food; 

One to beget, and one receive the brood :- 


Has limbs and ſinews, blood, and heart, and brain, 


Life and her proper functions to ſuſtain, 
Though the whole fabric's ſmaller than a grain. 


What more can our penurious reaſon grant 


To the large whale, or caſtled elephant; 


; 


; 
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To thoſe enormous terrors of the Nile, 
The creſted ſnake and long-tail'd crocodile; 
Than that all differ but in ſhape and name, | 
Each deſtin'd to a leſs or larger frame? =" 
For potent Nature loves a various act, 
Prone to enlarge, or ſtudious to contract: X 
Now forms her work too ſmall; now too immenſe, 
And ſcorns the meaſures of our feeble ſenſe. 
The object ſpread too far, or rais'd too high, 
Denies its real image to the eye: - 
Too little, it eludes the dazzl'd ſight; 
Becomes mix'd blackneſs, or unparted light, 
Water and air the varied form confound ; 1 
The ſtraight looks crooked, and the ſquare grows round. 
Thus, while with fruitleſs hope and weary'd pain, 
We ſeek great Nature's pow'r, but ſeek in vain; 
Safe ſits the goddeſs in her dark retreat; 
Around her myriads of ideas wait, + 
And endleſs ſhapes, which the myſterious queen 
Can take or quit; can alter or retain: | 
As from our loſt purſuit ſhe wills to hide 
Her cloſe decrees, and chaſten human pride. 
Untam'd and fierce the tiger ſtill remains: 
He tires his life in biting on his chains : 
For the kind gifts of water and of food 
Ungrateful, and returning ill for good, | 
He ſeeks his keeper's fleſh, and thirſts his blood. 
While the ſtrong camel, and the gen'rous horſe, 
Reſtrain'd and aw'd by man's inferior force, 
Do to their rider's will their rage ſubmit, 
And anſwer to the ſpur, and own the bit; 
14 
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Stretch their glad mooths to meet the fecder's hand, 
Pleas'd with his weight, and proud of his command, 


Again: The lonely ſox roams far abroad, 
On ſecret rapine bent, and midnight fraud; 
Now haunts the cliff, now traverſes the lawn; 
And flies the hated neighbourhood of man : 
While the kind ſpaniel, and the faithful hound, 
Likeſt that fox in ſhape and fpecies found, 
Refuſes through theſe cliffs and lawns to roam; 
Purſues the noted path, and covets home; 
Does with kind joy domeſtic faces meet; 
Takes what the glutted child denies to eat; 
And, dying, licks his long-lov'd maſter's feet. 
- By what immediate cauſe they are inclin'd, 
In many acts, tis hard, I own, to find. 
I ſee in others, or I think I ſee, | 
That ſtrict their principles, and ours agree. 
Evil, like us, they ſhun, and covet good; 
Abhor the poiſon, and receive the food: 
Like us, they love or hate; like us, they know 
To joy the friend, or grapple with the foe. 
With ſeeming thought their action they intend ; 
And uſe the means proportion d to the end. 
Then vainly the philoſopher avers, = 
That reaſon guides our deed, and inſtinct theirs. 
How can we juſtly diff*rent cauſes frame, 
When the eſfects entirely are the ſame? 
Inſtinct and reaſon how can we divide? 
»Tis the ſool's ign'rance, and the pedant's pride. 
With the ſame ſolly ſure man vaunts his "_ 
If the brute beaſt refuſes to ws 


Y au _ 4 «©. #eUC 


me wa TT Ros r . Uno COD 1 ” "AD WL 


SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 147 


For tell me, when the empty boaſter's word 
Proclaims himſelf the univerſal lord; 
Does he not tremble, leſt the lion's paw 
Should join his plea againſt the fancy'd law? 
Would not the learned coward leave the chair, 
If in the ſchools or porches ſhould appear 
The fierce hyaena, or the foaming bear ? 5 
The combatant too late the field declines; 
When now the ſword is girded to his loins. 
When the ſwift veſſel flies before the wind, 
Too late the ſailor views the land behind. 
And *tis too late now back again to bring 
Inquiry, rais d and tow'ring on the wing; 
Forward ſhe ſtrives, averſe to be with-held 
From nobler objects, and a larger field. 
Conſider with me this etherial ſpace, 
Yieldiog to earth and ſea the middle place. 
Anxious I aſk you how the penſile ball 
Should never ſtrive to riſe, nor fear to fall. 
When I reflect, how the revolving ſun 
Does round our globe his crooked journies run; 
doubt of many lands, if they contain 
Or herd of beaſt, or colony of man: 
If any nations paſs their deſtin'd days 
Beneath the neighb'ring ſun's directer rays : 
If any ſuffer on the polar coaſt, 
The rage of Arctos, and eternal froſt. 
May not the pleaſure of Omnipotence 
To each of theſe ſome ſecret good diſpenſe ? 
| Thoſe who amid the torrid regions live, 
May they not gales unknown to us receive; 
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See daily ſhow'rs rejoice the thirſty earth, 

And bleſs the flowry bud's ſucceeding birth? 

May they not pity us, condemn'd to bear 

The various heav'n of an obliquer ſphere ; 

While, by fix'd laws, and with a juſt return, 

They feel twelve hours that ſhade for twelve that burn; 
And praiſe the neighb'ring ſon, whoſe conſtant flame 
Enlightens them with ſeaſons ſtill the ſame ? 

And may not thoſe, whoſe diſtant lot is caſt 

North beyond Tartary's extended waſte ; 

Where, through the plains of one continual day, 
Six ſhining months purſue their even way; 

And fix ſucceeding urge their duſky flight, 

Obſcur'd with vapours, and o'erwhelm'd in night : 
May not I aſk the natives of theſe climes, 

(As annals may inform ſucceeding times, ) 
To our quotidian change of heav'n prefer 

Their one viciſſitude, and equal ſhare | 
Of day and night, diſparted thro' the year? 5 
May they not ſcorn our ſun's repeated race, 

To narrow bounds preſcrib'd, and little ſpace, 
Haſt'ning from morn, and headlong driv'n from noon, 
Half of our daily toil yet ſcarcely done ? 

May they not juſtly to our climes upbraid 

Shortneſs of night and penury of ſhade : 

That e' er our weary'd limbs are juſtly bleſt 

With wholeſome ſleep and neceſſary reſt; 

Another ſun demands return of care, 

The remnant toil of yeſterday to bear? 

Whilſt, when the ſolar beams ſalute their Gght, 
Bold and ſecure in half a year of light, 
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Uninterrupted voyages they take 
To the remoteſt wood, and fartheſt lake; 
Manage the fiſhing, and purſue the courſe. 
With more extended nerves, and more continu'd force: 
And when declining day forſakes the ſky; 
When gath'ring clouds ſpeaks gloomy winter nigh ; 
With plenty for the coming ſeaſon bleſt, 
Six ſolid months (an age) they live, releas'd 
From all the labour, proceſs, clamour, woe, 
Which our ſad ſcenes of daily action know: 
They light the ſhining lamp, prepare the feaſt, 
And with full mirth receive the welcome gueſt : 
Or tell their tender loves (the only care | 
Which now they ſuffer) to the liſt'ning fair; 
And rais'd in pleaſure, or repos'd in eaſe, 
(Grateful alternates of ſubſtantial peace,) 
They bleſs the long nocturnal influence ſhed 
On the crown'd goblet, and the genial bed. 
lu foreign iſles which our diſcoy'rers find, 


Far from this length of continent disjoin'd, 


The rugged bears, or ſpotted lynx's brood, 
Frighten. the vallies, and infeſt the wood : 
The hungry crocodile, and hiſſing ſaake 

Lurk in the troubl'd ſtream and fenny brake : 
And man untaught, and rav'nous as the beaſt, 


Does valley, wood, and brake, and ſtream infeſt. 


Deriv'd theſe men and animals their birth 
From trunk of oak, or pregnant womb of earth? 
Whence then the old belief, that all began 

In Eden's ſhade, and one created man? 


Or grant, this progeny was waſted o'er 


By coaſting boats from next adjacent ſhore : 5 
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Would thoſe, from whom we will ſuppoſe they FOR 
Slaughter to harmleſs lands, and poiſon bring ? 
Would they on board or bears, or lynzes take, 
Feed the ſhe-adder, and the brooding ſuake ? 
Or could they think the new diſcover'd iſle 
Dleas'd to receive a pregnant crocodile ? 
And ſince the ſavage lincage we muſt trace 

From Noah ſay'd, and his diſtinguiſh'd race; 
How ſhould their fathers happen to forget | 
The arts which Noah taught, the rules he ſet, | 
To ſow the glebe, to plant the gen'rous vine, | 
And load with grateful flames the holy ſhrine ? I 
While the great fire*'s unhappy ſons are found, 

Unpreſs'd their vintage, and untill'd their ground, 
Straggling o'er dale and hill in queſt of food, | | 
And rude of arts, of virtue, and of God ? 

How ſhall we next o'cr earth and ſeas purſue 

The vary'd forms of ey'ry thing we view; 

That all is chang'd, tho' all is ſtill the ſame, 

Fluid the parts, yet dorable the frame ? 

Of thoſe materials, which have been confeſt 
The priſtine ſprings, and parents of the reſt, 

Each becomes other. Water ſtopp'd gives birth 

To graſs and plants, and thickens into earth: 
Diffus'd it riſes in a higher ſphere; 
Dilates its drops, and ſoftens into air : 
Thoſe finer parts of air again aſpire; 
Move into warmth, and mien ene fire: 
That fire once more by thicker air o' ercome, 
And downward forc'd, in earth's capacious womb 
Alters its particles; is fire no more; 

But lies reſplendent duſt, and ſhining oar : 
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Or, running thro! the mighty mother's veins, 
Changes its ſhape; puts off its old remains ; 
With wat' ry parts its leſſen'd force divides ; 'E 
Flows into wayes, and riſes into tides. 


Difparted ſtreams ſhall from their channels fr. 


And deep ſurtharg'd by ſandy mountains lie 


Obſcurely fepulcher'd. By eating rain 
And furious wind, down to the diſtant plain 


The hill, that hides its head above the ſkies, - 
Shall fall : The plaia by flow degrees (hall riſe 
Higher than erſt had ſtood the ſummit hill: 
Por time muſt Nature's great beheſts fulfil. 

Thus, by a length of years, and change of fate, 
All things are light or heavy, ſmall or great: 
Thus Jordan's waves ſhall future elouds appear; 
And Egypt's pyramids reſine io air. 

Thus later ages ſhall aſk for Piſon's flood : 

And travellers inquire, where Babel ſtood. 

| Now, where we ſec theſe Ganges « often fall, 
Sedate we paſs them by, as natural : 

Where to our eye more rarely they appear, 

The pompous name of prodigy they bear : 
Let active thought theſe cloſe meanders trace : 
Let human wit their dubious bound” ries place. 
Are all things miracle; or nothing ſuch ? 

And prove we not too little, or too much? 

For that 4 branch cut off a wither'd rod 
Should at a word pronounc'd revive and bud ; 


Is this more ſtrange, than that the mountain's brow, 
Stripp'd by December's froſt, and white with ſnow, 
Should puſh, in ſpring, ten thouſand thouſand buds; 
And boaſt returning leaves, and blooming woods! 
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That each ſucceſſive night, from op ning heav'n, 

The food of angels ſhou'd to man be giv'n; 

ls this mote ſtrange, than that with common bread 

Our fainting bodies every day are fed; 

Than that each grain and ſeed nates in earth, 

' Raiſes its ſtore, and multiplies its birth ; : 

And from the handful which the tiller Fa | | 

The labour'd fields rejoice, and future harveſt flows p 
Then from whate'er we can to ſenſe produce 

Common and plain, or wond'rous and abſtruſe, 

From Nature's conſtant or eccentric laws, 

The thoughtful ſoul this general inference draws, 

That an effect muſt preſuppoſe a cauſe. 

And while ſhe does her upward flight ſuſtain, 

Touching each link of the continu'd chain, 

At length ſhe is oblig*d and forc'd to ſee 

A firſt, a ſource, a life, a Deity ; 

What has forever been, and muſt forever be. 
This great exiſtence thus by reaſon found, 

Bleſt by all pow'r, with all perfection crown 'd; 

How can we bind or limit his decree, 

By what our ear has heard, or eye may ſee ? 

Say then: Is all in heaps of water loſt, 

Beyond the iſlands, and the mid-land coaſt ? 

Or has that God, who gave our world its birth, 

Sever'd thoſe waters by ſome other earth; 

Countries by future plow-ſhares to be torn, 

And cities rais'd by nations yet unborn ! 

Ere the progreſſive courſe of reſtleſs age 

Performs three thouſand times its annual ſtage; 

May not our pow'r and learning be fuppreſt ; 

And arts and empire learn to trayel welt ? 
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Where, by the ſtrength of this idea charm'd, | CY 
Lighten'd with glory, and with rapture warm'd, ? 
Aſcends my ſoul? what ſees ſhe white and great 
Amidſt ſubjected ſeas ? an iſle the ſeat - 
Of pow'r and plenty; eas 
For juſtice and. for mercy ſought and known; 
Virtues ſublime, great attributes of heav'n, 
From thence to this diſtinguiſh'd nation giy'n : 
Yet farther welt the weſtern iſle extends 
Her happy fame; her armed fleet ſhe ſends 
To climates folded yet from human eye; 
And lands, which we imagine wave and ſky: 
From pole to pole ſhe hears her acts reſound; 
And rules an empire by no ocean bound; 
Knows her ſhips anchor'd, and her fails unfurl d 
In other Indies, and a ſecond world. 
Long ſhall Britannia, (that muſt be bar ws.) 
Be firſt in conqueſt, and preſide in fame: 
Long ſhall her favour'd monarchy engage 
The teeth of envy, and the force of age: | 
Rever'd and happy ſhe ſhall long remain, | 
Of human things leſt changeable, leſt vain. | | 
Yet all muſt with the gen'ral doom comply; 
And this great glorious pow'r, tho' laſt, muſt die. 
Nov let us leave this earth, and lift our eye 
To the large convex of yon azure ſky : 
Behold it like an ample curtain ſpread, 
Now ſtreak'd, and glowing with the morning red; 
Anon, at noon, in flaming yellow bright, | 
And chuſing ſable for the peaceful night. | | 
Aſk reaſon now, wheace light and ſhade were giy'n, 


And whence this great variety of heav'n : 
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Reaſon our guide , what xm he more reply, | 
155 that the ſun luminates the ſky; 
Than that night riſes from its abſent ray, 
And his returning laftre kindles daß? 

But we expect the morning red in vain: 
Tis hid in vapours, or obſeur d by rain. 


Fra noon-tide yellow. we in vain require: Thus 


is black in ſtorm, or red in ligh' tning fire, 
itchy and dark the Right ſometimes appears, 

Friend to our woe, and parent. of our fears: 
Our joy and wonder ſometimes ſhe excites, G 
With ſtars unnumber'd, and eterval lights. 
Send forth, ye wiſe, fend forth your lad' ring thought; 
Let it return with empty notions fraught, 
Or airy cotumns every moment broke, | 
Of circling whirlpools, and of ſpheres of ſmoke : - 


| Yet this ſolution but once more affords 


New change of terms, and ſeaffolding of words : 


In other garb my queſtion I receive; _ 


And take the doubt the very fame I gave. 

Lo! as a giant ſtrong the laſty ſun 
Multiply'd rounds in one great round does run run, 
Twofold his cotrfe, yet conſtant his career, 
Changing the day, and finiſhing ng the year. 
Again, when His deſeen nding orb retires, PIT 
And earth pereeives the abſence of his fires; 
The moon affords us ber alternate ray, | 
And with kind beams diſtributes fainter day: 
Yet keeps the ſtages of her monthly race, 
Various her beams, and changeable her face. 


Each planet ſhiniog in his proper ſphere, | 


Does with juſt ſpeed his radiant voyage ſteer: 
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Each ſees his lamp with diff rent luſtre crown'd : 
Each knows his courſe with diff rent periods bound: 
And, in his paſſage through the liquid ſpace, 

Nor haſtens, nor retards his neighbour's race. 

Now ſhine theſe planets with ſubſtantial rays? 

Does innate luſtre gild their meaſur'd days ? 

Or do they, (as your ſchemes I think have ſhown,) ? 


Dart furtive beams, and glory not their own, 
All ſervants to that ſource of light, the ſun ? 
Again, I ſee ten thouſand thouſand ſtars, 
Nor caſt in lines, in circles, nor in ſquares : 
(Poor rules, with which our bounded mind is all d, 
When we would plant, or cultivate, or build; 3 
: But ſhining with ſuch vaſt, ſuch various light, 
As ſpeaks the hand that forms them infinite: 
How mean the order and perfection ſought. 
In the beſt product of the human thought, 
Compar'd to the great harmony that reigns: 
In what the ſpirit of the world ordains! 
Nou, if the ſun to earth tranſmits his ray, 
Yet does not ſcorch us with too fierce a day; 
How ſmall a portion of his pow'r is giv'n 
To orbs more diſtant, and remoter heavn? 
And of thoſe ſtars, which our imperfect eye 
Has doom'd, and fix'd to one eternal ſky, 
Each by a native ſtock of honour great, 
May dart ſtrong influence, and diffuſe kind heat, 
Itſelf a ſun; and with tranſmiſſive light 
Enliven worlds deny'd to human fight : 
Around the circles of their ambient ſkies 


New moons may grow or wane, may (et or riſe; 
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146 POEMS, UPON. 


And other ſtars may to thoſe ſuns be earths; by 
Give their own elements their proper binds. 
Divide their climes, or elevate their pole; - 
See their lands flouriſh, and their oceans roll; . 
Yet theſe great orbs, thus radically bright, 
Primitive founts, and origins of light, 
May each to other, (as their diff rent ſphere 
Makes or their diſtance, or their height appear,) { 
Be ſeen a nobler, or-inferior ſtar 
And in that ſpace, which we call air and ſæ y, 
Myriads of earths, and moons, and ſuns may lie, 
Unmeaſur'd, and unknown by human eye. 
In vain we meaſure this amazing ſphere, 
And find and fix its center here or there; 
While its circumf*rence, ſcorning to be brought 
Ev'n into fancy'd ſpace, illudes our vanquiſh'd thought, 
Where then are all the radiant monſters driv'n, 
With which your gueſſes'fill'd the frighten'd heay 7 
Where will their fictious images remain? 
In paper - ſchemes, and the Chaldean's brain! 
This problem yet, this offspring of a gueſs, 
Leet us, for once, a child of truth confeſs, 
That theſe fair ſtars, theſe objects of detight, 
And terror, to our ſearching dazzl'd ſight, 
Are worlds immenſe, unnumber'd, infinite: 
But do theſe worlds diſplay their beams, or guide) 
Their orbs, to ſerve thy uſe, to pleaſe thy _ | 
Thyſelf hut duſt; thy ſtature hut a ſpan;z 
A moment thy duration; fooliſh man 
As well may the minuteſt emmet fay, . |. 
That Caucaſus was rais d to paye bis way: 
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The frail, that Lebanon 8 n wood Fe 
Was deſtin d only for his walk and food: ne 
The vileſt cockle, gaping on the coaſt A 
That rounds the ample ſeas, as well may bad, 
The craggy rock projects above the ſky, 
That he in ſafety at its foot may li 
nd the whole ocean's confluent waters ſwell, 
day to quench his thirſty or move and blanch * ſhell. 
A higher flight the vent'rous: goddeſs tries, 
| fre material worlds, and local ſkies;  * 
* what are the beings, where the _ 
at form'd and held the angels antient race. 
For rebel Lucifer with Michael . ant n Br 
(1 offer only what tradition taught;) n eee 
.Embatt]'d cherub againſt cherub roſe; 5 


41 . 


Did ſhicld to ſhield, and pow'r to pow'r oppoſe : * 
Heav n rung with triumph; hell was fill'd with woes. 
What were theſe forms of which your volumes tell, 
How ſome fought great, and others recreant fell? 
Theſe. bound-to bear an everlaſting load, © 
Durance of chain, and banithment of God; 

fatal turns their wretehed ſtrength to tire; 

ſwim in ſulph'rous lakes, or land on ſolid fire: 
Whilſt thoſe exalted to primae val licht, 
Exceſs of bleſſing, and ſupreme delight, 
Only perceive ſome little pauſe of joys 
In thofe.great moments, hen their God employs 
Their miniſtry, to pour his threaten'd hate 
On the proud king, or the rebellious ſtate : 
Or to reverſe Jehovah's high command, 
And ſpeak the thunder falling from his hand, 

e 


f 


By tempeſt ſratter d, or in whirlwinds loſt ? 


| Subſtances real, and exiſting frames? 


* 
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When to his duty the proud king returns, 


And the rebellious ſtate in aſhes mourns. oo + 


How can good angels be in heav'n confin'd ; 

Or view that preſence which no ſpace can bind? 

Is God above, beneath, or yon', or here? 

He who made all, is he not ev'ry where? 

Oh how can wicked angels find a night | 

$0 dark, to hide em from that piercing light, | 

Which form'd the eye, and gave the por of gh 1 
What mean I now of angel, when' L heap 

Firm body, ſpirit pure, or fluid als ? 

Spirits to action ſpicitual conſin d, | 

Friends to our thought, and kindred to our mind, 

Should only act and prompt us from ne | 

Nor by external eye be ever ſeen. 


a Was ie get ste e thr pus Ideen keihin, by. 


That theſe had appetite, and limb, and bone? 
Elſe how could Abram waſh their weary'd feet; 
Or Sarah pleaſe their taſte with fav'ry meat? 
Whence ſhould they fear? or why did Lot engage 
To fave their bodies from abuſive rage? 
And how could Jacob, in a real fight, 
Feel or reſiſt the wreſtling angel's might? 
How could a form its ftrength with matter try? 
Or how a ſpirit touch a mortal's thigh ? 

Now, are they air condens'd, or gather'd rays? 
How guide they then our pray'r, or keep our ways; 
By ſtronger blaſts ſtil ſabje& to be toſs'd, 


Have they, again, (as ſacred ſong proclaims, ) 
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How comes it, ſince with them we jointly ſhare | 
The great effect of one Creators care, 

That, whilſt our bodies ſicken and decay, 

Theirs are for erer healthy, young, and gay ? 

Why, whilſt we ſtruggle in this vale — 

With want and ſorrow, with diſeaſe and death, 

Do they, more bleſa d, perpetual life employ 
of ſongs of pleaſure, and in ſcenes of joy? 
Now, when my mind has all this world furvey d, 

And found that nothing by itſelf was made; 
When thought has rais d itſelf by juſt degrees, C 
From valleys crown'd with flow'rs, and hills with trees; 
From ſmoaking min'rals, and from riſing ſtreams ;; 
From fatt'ning Nilus, or victorious Thames; 

From all the living, that four · footed move © 

Along the ſhore, the meadow, or the grove; 

From all that can, wih fs or feathers fly, 

Through the aerial, or the wat'ry R ; 

From the poor reptile with a n ſoul, 

That miſerable maſter of the Whole; | * 
From this great object of the botly's eye, pn ] 
This fair balf'round, this ampte-aznre ſky, oh 4 
Terribly large, and wonderfully bright, 

With ſtars unaumber d, and unmeafur'd ght; - 

From eſſences unſeem, ecleſtia} names, 

Enlight'ning ſpirits, and miniſterial flames, 

Angels, dominions, potcntatee, and arias, 

All that in each degree the name of creature owns: 
Lift we our reafor' to that Soy'r reign Caufe, £ [laws; 
Who bless d the whole with life, and bonnded it with 
Who forth from nothing call'd this comely frame; 
His will and act, his word and work the ſame; 
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ki nn 1 
Who bade the light her genial beams diſplay; _— 
And ſet the moon; and taught the ſan his Way: 

Who waking Time, his creature; from the free 
Primaeval, -order'd his predeſtin d courſe 1 910 
Himſelf, as in the hollow of his hand, 

Holding, eke b eee 3 

The deep abyſs, the long eontinu'd ſtore, [pour * 
Where months, and days, and hours, and minutes 
Their floating parts, and theneeforth are 2 ac | 
This Alpha and Omega, firſt and laſt, | 
Who, like the potter, in a mould has caſt 

'The world's great frame, commanding it to de 

Such as the eyes of ſenſe and reaſon ſee; 1 
Fet, if he wills, may change or ſpoil the whole; 188, | 


May take yon beauteous, myſtic, ſtarry ll 
And burn it like a uſeleſs parchment ſcroll: 
May from bab in pe cmpyneng peut 
This melted earth Fa 
Like liquid metal, and like 3 t 
Who, ſole in pov 'r, at the beginning ſaid; 7 
Let ſea, and air, and earth, and beav'n be made: 
And it was ſo And when he ſhall ordain- 
In other ſort, has but to ſpeak again, 2 
And they ſhall be no more : Of this great theme, 
This glorious, hallow'd, everlaſting name, 
This God, I would diſcourſe---—- 2 

The learned elders ſat appall'd; amaz'd ; 
And each with mutual look on other gaz d. 
Nor ipeech they meditate, nor anſwer frame: 
Too . * weir e _— 1 
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nd turn ſuperior to the vulgar herd, 

| an: That human learning's furtheſt reach 
Was but to note the doctrines I could teach; 

That mine to ſpeak, and theirs was to obey :. 


fun, in whom an outward mein appear d, 


For I in knowledge more than pow'r ad fray : : 


And the aſtoniſh'd world in me beheld 

Moſes eclips'd, and Jeſſe's ſon excell d. 

Humble a ſecond bow'd, and took the word; 

Forefaw my name by future age ador d. 

O live, ſaid he, thou wiſeſt of the wiſe! 

As none has W nous * wer riſe. 
Excelling th AY 


j 
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Pernicious Flatt'ry! thy malignant ſeeds, 

in an ill hour, and by a fatal hand 

Sadly diffus d o'er virtue's gleby land. | 
With riſing pride amidſt the corn appear, 


And choak the hopes and harveſt of the year. : 


And now the whole perplex'd ignoble crowd 
Mute to my queſtions, in my praiſes loud, 


Echo'd the word: Whence things aroſe, or how. : 


They thus exiſt, the apteſt nothing know: . | 
What yet is not, but is ordain'd to be, 
All yeil of doubt apart: the dulleſt ſee. 15 
My prophets and my ſophiſts finiſh'd here 
Their civil efforts of the verbal war: 
Not ſo my rabbins and logicians yield; 
Retiring, ſtill they combat: From the field - 
Of open arms, unwilling they depart, _ 
And ſkulk behind the ſubterfuge of art. 
"MS 


+, . 
* 


1 [4 


183 


art 


NN 


7 ** 
„ 
5 7 £ '4 
4 0 
N 4 +» 4 
wn 


11 FO EMS UBON- 


To ſpeak one thing mix'd divas they+foin; 
Divide the ſimple, and the pain defines /:; 
Fix fancy'd laws, and form ithvgir'd rules, 
Terms of their art, and jrgon of der en., 
Ul-grounded maxims, by falſe loſs ww 
And captious feichee agunſt reuſon ehargd. 

Soon their crude notens with ec other coght; 
The adverſe ſect deny'd what 'this hid taught; 
And he at length the ampleſt trimmph guin' d, 
Who contradicted whit tlie faſt maitrtatr d. 

O wretched impotertre of kum am NET 
We, erring, fill excuſe for error 
And, darkling grope, not knowin =" 

Vain mart! firice firſt the Viathing tre , 

His folly with evnntted kives to hate; 
How does the crime 6f thy refttmbling raae 
With like attempe that priſtine error trace? 
Too plain thy talkediieft of ſoul eſpy d, | 
Why doſt thou ſtrive the confeious hate te hide 
By marks of el6quenecy and veils of pride? 

With outward fmites their flatt'ry I receiv d; 
Own'd my fick mind by their Skeourls reid 
But, bent and inward to myſelf again, 

Perplex'd theſe matters I revul vd ini vain. 

My ſearch till tir d, my labour ſtili renew d, 

At lengtk I ignoranec and knowledge view os. 
Impartial; both in equal balance laid; 

Light flew the knowing ſcale; eee weigh'd- 

Forc'd by refleftive reaſon, 1 confeſs, 

That human ſcience is uncertain gueſs. wo 
Alas! we graſp at clouds, and beat the air, 
Vexing that ſpirit we intend to clear. 
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Tan thought beyond the bounds of matter climb? 
Or who ſhall tell me what is ſpace or time? 
In vain we lift up our preſumptuous eyes 
To what our Maker to their ken denies 2 -- | | 
The ſearchers follow faſt ; the object faſter flies. 
The little which imperfectiy we find 
Seduces only the bewilder'd mind 
To fruitleſs ſearch of ſomething yet behind. 
Various diſcuſſions tear our heated brain: 
Wee often turn; ſtill doubts remain; 
d who indulges thought increaſes ain. 
How narrow limits were to wiſdom giv'n? _ 
Earth ſhe ſurveys; ſhe thence would meaſure heav'n ; 
hrough miſts obſcure now wings her tedious way; 
Now wanders, dazzl'd with too bright a day; 
And, from the ſummit of a pathleſs coaſt, 
Sees infinite, and in that ſight is loſt. 1 
Remember, that the curs'd deſire to know, 
offspring of Adam, was thy ſource of woe. 
Why wilt thou then renew the vain Parivits 
And raſhly catch at the forbidden fruit? 
With empty labour and cluded ſtrife 
Secking by knowledge to attain to life; 
For ever from that fatal tree debarr'd, 
Which flaming ſwords and angry cherubs. guard. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


80 LOMON, again frking happineſs, i inquires if dh 4 
and greatneſs can produce it; begins with the mag- 
nificence of gardens and buildings, the luxury of 
muſic and feaſting; and proceeds to the hopes and 
defires of love. In two epiſodes are ſhewn the fol- 
lies and troubles of that paſſion. Solomon, {till diſ- 
appointed, falls' under the temptations. of liberti- 
niſm and idolatry ; recovers his thought, reaſons a- 
right, and concludes, that, as to the purſuit of plea- 
ſure and ſenſual delight, ALL Is vANITY AND 
VEXATION. OF SPIRIT, | 


TEXTS chiefly alluded to in this 
BOOK. 


I faid in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with 
mirth ; therefore enjoy Pleaſure. . 3 chap. 


ii. ver. 2. 


TEXTS chiefly alluded in this BO O K. 


[ made we great works, lautes me houſes, I planted 
me vineyards. ver. 4. 
I made me gardens, and orchards; and 1 planted trees 
in them of all kinds of fruits, ver. 53. 
I made me pools of water, to water there with the wood 
that bringeth forth Wees erf > 
Then I looked on all the works that my u had 
wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to 
do; and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of ſpi- 
rit; and there was no profit under the ſun. ver. 7. 
1 gar me men fingers; and wometi fingers, and the de- 
Ages, of the ſous of men is muſtea? juſtruments, and 
that of all Wets, ver, 934. | 
I fought iu mite Heart to give myſelf ts Vine, (yet 
acquainting mne Heart” u wHſdoth,) and to lay 
held dh folty4' eil 1 right fee what was that good 
for ihe ſons of wen, which they foul 40 under 
-keaven; all the 4058 of their life.” Ver. 3. 
Then I falt in my Heart, às it happeneth unto the fool, 
0 K Happeneth even unte me; and why was I then 
more wiſe ? then [ ſaid in ty heart, that this alfo is 
vanity. ver. 15. 
Therefore I hated life, becauſe the work that is wrought 
under the ſun is grievous unto mo. chap- ii. ver. 17. 
Dead mes cauſe he's - ointment to ſend forth a ſtinking 
favour : 80 doth a little folly him that is in reputa- 
tion for wiſdom and honour. chap. x. ver. 1. 
mne Eg rpg the 
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P RY then. 9n wan, the moments to deceive, 
That from the womb attend thee to the a I 
For weary'd nature find ſame apter ſcheme : 
Health be thy hope; and pleaſure. be thy eme; 
From the perplexing and unequal was. 
Where ſtudy brings thee ; from the ah Manes. 
Which doubt perſuades to run, forewarn'd, recede 
To the gay field, and flow xy path, that lead 
To jocund mitth, ſoft joy, and careleſs cale:, 15 
Forſake what may inſtruct, for what may pleaſe : 
Eſſay amuſing art, and proud expence: 
And make thy reaſon ſubject to thy ſenſe. 
I commun'd thus: The pow'r of wealth [ try d,. 
And all the various luxe of coſtly pride. | 
Artiſts and plays reliev'd my ſolemn hours: 
I founded palaces, and planted bow'rs. 
Birds, fiſhes, beaſts of each exotic kind 
I to the limits of my court confin'd. . 
To trees transferr'd I gave a ſecond birth; 
And bid a foreign ſhade grace Juda“ 8 ad, 1 2 
Fiſh ponds were made, where former foreſts grew; 
And hills were levell'd to extend the vicw. 
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Rivers diverted from their natiye eourſe, 
And bound with chains of artiffeial force; 
From large caſcades in pleaſing tumult roll'd ; 
Or roſe thro figur d ſtone, or breathing gold. 
From furtheſt Africa's tormented womb 
The marble brought, erects the ſpacious dome, 
Or forms the pillars long-extended rows, 
On which the planted grove, and penlile garden grows. 
The workmen here obey the maſter's call, 
To gild the turret, and to paint the wall ; 
To mark the pavement there with A ſtone: 
And on the jaſper ſteps to rear tlie throne: 
The ſpreading cedar, that an age Had ſtood, 
Supreme of trees and miſtreſi of the wood, 
Cut down and card, my ſhinitig roof adorns ; * 
And Lebanon his ruin'd honour mourns. 
A thouſand artiſts ſhe their cunning pow * | 
To raiſe the wonders of the ry tow'r. 
A thouſand maidens ply the purple loom, | 
To weave the bed, aud deck the regal room; 
Till Tyre confeſſes her exhauſted ſtore, 
That on her coaſt the murex is no more; 
Till from the Parian iſle, and Libya's coaſt, 
The mountains grieve their hopes of marble loſt; 
And India's woods return their juſt complaint, 
Their brood decay d, and want of elephant. 
My full deſign with vaſt experice archiev'd, 
I came, beheld, admir'd, reflected, griey'd :' 
I chid the folly of my thoughtleſs haſte: 
For, the work perfected, the joy was paſt. | 
To my new courts ſad thought did ſtill repair; 
And round my gilded roofs hung hov'ring Care. 
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In vain on ſilken beds I ſought: repoſe; ed 
And reſtleſs oft from purple couches roſe; 
Vexatious thought, {till found my flying minjd 
Nor bound by limits, nor to place conſin x | 
Haunted my nights, and terrified my days; 
'Stalk*d thro' my gardens, and purſu d my ways; 
Nor ſhut from artful bow'r, nor loſt in winding maze. 
Yet take thy bent, my ſoul; another-ſenſe- - 

Indulge; add muſick to magniſicence: 

Eſſay, if harmony my grief controul; 

Or pow'r of ſound. prevail upon the foul TO 

Often our ſeers and poets have confeſt, 21 
That muſic's force can tame the furious ee 
Can make the wolf, or foaming. boar reſtrain 
His rage; the lion drop his creſted main; 

Attentive to the ſong the lynx forget 

His wrath to man, and lick the minſtrel's feet. . 

Are we, alas! leſs ſavage yet than theſe? 

Elſe muſic, ſure, may human cares appeaſe. 

I ſpake my purpoſe; and the chearful choir. 

Parted their ſhares of harmony: The lyre 
Soften'd the timbrel's noiſe.:. The trumpet's ſound - 
Provok'd the Dorian flute (both ſweeter found  -* 
When wix'd;) The fife the viol's notes refin d/ 
And ev'ry ſtrength with ev'ry grace was joind. 
Each morn they wak'd me with a ſprightly lay: 
Of op' ning heav'n they ſung, and gladſome day. 
Each ev'ning t heir repeated {kill expreſs l 
Scenes of repoſe, and images of reſt: IS 


Yet (till in vain: For muſick gather'd * gf it 
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The ſoft * et ce chearful note, 
Lightly recetv4,*were 'eaſty'for 
The ſolemn violenee of the gra ver found 
Knew to ſtrike deep, and ade a — ; 
And now refleting/4 With get le 
The ſickly luft of the fa IT Ts 
How the wealt erben is with Weng tloy'd, 3h 
Flying ere Sight what it at Hoon enjoy'd.— 
And now, (untappy featch f thought!) T found | 
The fickle ear ſoo glutted with the Yonne, ' 
Condemn'd crete 0 Badge! 1 
Tir'd with the laſt, and eager of the new. aaa A 
I bade the virgins and the Forth” advance, SO 
To temper muſic with the Tprightly Uhnce, 
In vain! too low the mimic-thotlons ſeem: 
What takes our Heart, muſt merit our eleem. 1 
Nature, I thought, perform'd too mean a part, 
Forming her movements to the rules of art; 
And, vex'd, 1 found, that the muſiclan's hand 
Had o'er the Gtr mind too great command. 
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I drank; 1 lik'd it not: "Twas rage; etwas noiſe; | 


An airy ſcene of tranſitory Joys. 
In vain I truſted that the flowing bowl 
Would baniſh forrow, and enlarge the foul, 

To the es Ce uid proceitted ut 1 
Wild dreams ſucceeded, and diſorder d reſt: 

And, a5 at dawn of morn, fair reafon's light. | 
Broke through the fumes and phantoms of the night, 
What had been ſaid, 1 aſk'd my foul, what done; 


How flow'd our mirth, and whence the ſource betzun!? 


Perhaps the jeſt. that charm'd'ehis ſarightly bud. 
And made the jorial table laugh ſo loud, | 
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To ſome \falſe notion oy, 'd its poor _—_—_ 
To an ambiguous werd's perwerted ſende; .- 
To a wild ſhnagt,, ora wanton air, Nö 
Offence and tortyie go the fober car. 
Perhaps, alas! the pleaſing Rream was + 6%, AY 
From this man's err, from another's fault z:; 
From topics which good nature would forget, 
And prudence mention with the laſt regret. 
Add yet unoumber'd:ils, chat lie unſeen 
In the. pernicious draught ; the word obſcene, 
Or hayſh, whieh once elanc'd 4 es 
irrevocable ; the too prompt reply, 
Seed of ſevere diſtruſt, and ſieree debate; 
What we ſhonld ſhun, and what we ought to hate. 
Add too the blood impoveriſh'd, add the courſe = 
Of health ſyuppreſs'd, by wine s continu d force. 
Unhappy man! whom ſorrow thus and * 
To diff rent ills alternstely engage. - 
Who drinks, alas! but to forget; nor . 
That melancholy ſloth, ſevere diſeaſe, 
Menr'ry confus d, and interrupted thought, ＋ 
Death's harbingers, lie latent in the draught: 
And in the flow'ss that wreath the ſparkling bowl, 
Fell adders hiſs, and pois nous ſerpents roll. 
Remains there ought untry'd that may remove 
Sickneſs of mind, and heal the boſom : Lose; 
Love yet remains; indulge his genial fire; 
Cheriſh fair hope; ſolleit bung defire; 
And boldly bid thy anxious foul explare _ 
This laſt great remedy's myſterious p n 
Why therefore heſitates my doubtful IO Ie 
Why ceaſes it one moment to be bleſs d? 
Vol. II. L 
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Fly ſwift, my friends ; my ſervants, fiy; employ - 
Your inſtant paius to bring your maſter joy. 
Let all my wives and conenbines be dteſs d. 
Let them to- night. attend the royal feaſi ; 1 7 
All Iſrgel $ deauex, all che foreiga fair: Weste! 
The gifts of princes, or the ſpoils of war. | 
Before their monarch they ſhall ſingly paſs; r 
And the moſt worthy | ſhall obtain the grace. | 
I faid : The feaſt was fre'd;. the. bowl was erown'd: 
To the king's pleaſure went the mirthful round. 
The women came; /as; cuſtom, wills, they arm,, 
On one, (O that diſtinguiſh'd one !) I caſt. A 
The fav'rite glance ; Ol yet my mind retains | 
That fond betinning of my infant pains. 
Mature the virgin was, of Egypt's race: 
Grace ſhap d her limbs, and beauty deck d 10 face: 


_ Eaſy her motion ſeem d, ſerene her air: 


Full, though unzon' d, her boſom: roſe; ber hair 
_ .Unty'd, and ignorant of artful aid, 
+ Adown her ſhoulders looſely lay difplay'd; $* 
And ia the jetty curls ten thouſand Cupids play'd. 
Fix d on her charms, and pleas d that I could love, 
Aid me, my friends, contribute to improve 
Your monarch's bliſs, I faid; freſh roſes bring 
Jo ſtrow my bed; till the impov'riſhed ſpring 
Confeſs her wagt; around my am'rous head 
Be dropping myrrh. and liquid amber ſhed, 
Till Arab has no mor From the ſoft ye,” 
Sweet flute, and ten-ſfring'd inſtrument, require | . 
Sounds of delight ; And, thou, oy nymph, draw nigh; 
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Thy maſter's joy, long ſought, at length is found? 
And as thy bro, let my deſires be crowd. 
O fav'rite virgin, that has warm' d the breaſt, 
Whoſe ſov ' reign dictates ſubjugate the eaſt! 
I aid ; and ſudden from the golden throne; 
With a ſubmiſſive ſtep, I haſted down. 
The glowing garland from my hair I took; 
Love in my heart, obedience in my look; 
. Prepar'd to place it on ber comely head: 
O fav'rite virgin! (yet again I ſaidſʒ 
Receive the Honours deſtin'd to thy brow; 
And O above thy fellows happy thou! 
Their duty muſt thy ſov'reign word obey. 
Riſe up, my love; my fair one, come away. 4 
What pang, alas? what exſtaſy of ſmart 
Tore up my ſenſes, and transfix'd my heart; 
When ſhe with modeſt ſcorn the wreath return'd, | 
Reclin'd her beauteous neck, and inward mourn'd? 
) 4 Fore'd by my pride, I my concern ſuppreſs'd, 
, > Pretended drowſineſs and with of reſt; I 
And ſullen I forſook th* imperfect feaſt : : 
Ordering the eunuelis, to whoſe proper care 
Our eaſtern grandeur gives th* impriſon'd fair, 
To lead her forth to a diſtinguilh'd bow'r, | 
And bid her dreſs the bed, and wait the hour. FIR 
Reſtleſs I follow'd this obdurate mad. 
(Swift are the ſteps that love and anger tread,) 
Approach'd her perſon, courted her embrace, i 
Renew'd my flame, repeated my diſgrace : 
By turns put on the ſuppliant and the Lord: 
| . moment, and the next lplor'd; 
1 


a. 
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Offer'd again the unaccepted wreath, 
And choice of happy love, vx inſtant deut. 

Averſe to all her am'rous king deſir J 
Far as ſhe might, ſhe decently: retir d: 
And, darting ſcorn and forrow wake yes,, 
What means, ſaid ſhe, King Solomon the wife? 
This wretched, body trembles at your pow'r;- 
Thus far could Fortune ; But ſhe can no more. 

Free to herſelf my patent mind remains BY fir io 4 B 

Nor fears the victor's rage, nor feels his chaiaßs. 
* ſaid, that thou canſt plauſibly diſputc, 63-5065! 
Supreme of ſeers, of angel, man, and brute 311 1 
Canſt plead with ſubtile wit and fair diſcoutſe, 

Of paſſion's folly, and of reaſon's furce.. ,_. . . 

That to the tribes attentive thou canſt ſhow, ; ,_ 
Whence their misfortunes or their bleſſings s 3 

That thou in ſcience, as in pow's, art great; 

And truth and honour on thy edicts wait. 
Where is that knowledge now, that regal thought, 

With juſt advice and timely counſel fraught? _. 

Where now, O judge of Iſrael, does it rove — 

What in one moment doſt thou offer? love | 

Love ! why tis joy or ſorrow, peace or ſtrife :- 

*Tis all the colour of remaining life: 5 

And human mis'ry muſt bęgin or end, | Fa 
As he becomes a tyrant, or a friend. | | 


Would David's fon, religious, juſt, and. grave, 7 


To the firſt bride-bed of the world receive 

A foreigner, a heathen, and a flave? _ 

Or, grant᷑ thy, paſſion has theſe names deſtroy” d: : 
That love, like death, makes all diſtinctions void; ; 
Yet in his empire o'cr thy abje breaſt, 

His flames and torments only are expreſs'd : 
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His rage can in my finitfes alone relent: 
And all his joys follicit my conſent. 

Soft love, ſpontaneous tree, its parted root 
Muſt from two hearts with equal vigour ſhoot ; 
Whilſt each delighted and delighiting, gives 
The pleaſing exſtaſy which each receives : 
Cheriſh'd with hope, and fed with joy, it grows: 
Its chearful buds their op*riing bloom diſcloſe; ' 
And round the happy foil diffuſive odour flows. 
If angry Fate that mutual care denies; 

The fading plant bewails its due ſupplies: 

Wild with deſpair, or'Tick with grief, it dies. 


By force beaſts act, and are by force reſtrain'd : : 


The human mind by gentle means is gain'd. 
Thy uſeleſs ſtrength, miſtaken king. mn! 


Sated with rage, and ignorant of joy, 
Thou ſhalt not gain what I deny to yield; 


Nor reap the harveſt, though thou ſpoil'ſt the field. 


165 
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Know, Solomon, thy poor extent . 1 


Contract thy brow, and lfract hall obey: 
But wilful love thou muſt with ſmiles l s 
Approach his awful throne by juſt degrees; 


For I am deſtin'd to another's love. 

Beyond the cruel bounds of thy command, 
To my dear equal, in my native land, 

My plighted vow 1 gave: I his receiv'd : 


And, if thou would'ſt be happy, learn to pleaſe. MA 2 
Not that thoſe arts can here ſucceſsful prove 


Each ſwore with truth; with pleaſure each beliey'd. 


| The mutual contract was to heav'n convey'd; 
In equal ſcales the buſy angels weigh'd | 


Its ſolemn force, and clapp'd their wings, and ſpread 


The laſting roll, recording what was ſaid, 
L 3 | 
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Now in my heart behold thy poalard Qain'd; , 
Take the fad life which 1 ba ve long diſdain” d: | T2 
End, in a dying virgin's: wretched fate, _y 
Thy ill-ſtarr'd, paſſion, and my ſtedfaſt hate. 

For, long as blood informs theſe circling veins, 5 
Or fleeting breath i its lateſt, pow'r xctains; "25 00 
Hear me to Eeypt' 8 vengeful gods declare, 1 
Hate is my part? Be 456, 0 0 . deſpair. ; 


_ 
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'That 7 ſon, by. impious balkon Ton mov "by 
Smote a ſhe-ſlave, and murder d what he loy' d. 
Aſham'd, confus'd,.l ſtarted. f from the 0 

And to my ſoul, yet uncollected, aid: 

Into thyſelf, fond Solomon, return; 

Reflect again, and thou again ſhalt | mourn. 

When 1 through number'd years have Pleaſure ſought; 

And in vain hope the wanton phantom caught; 
To mock my ſenſe, mortify my pride, 
*Tis in another's po 'r, and is deny d. 

Am I king, great heav 'n! does life or death 
Hang on the wrath or mercy of my breath; 

While kneeling l my ſervant's ſmiles implore, ” 
And one mad dam ſel dares diſpute my pow'r ? 

To raviſh her? that thought was ſoon depreſs'd, 

Which muſt debaſe the monarch to the beaſt. 
To ſend her back? © whither, and to whom ? 
To lands where Solomon mult never come; 
To that inſulting rixal's happy arms, 
For whom, diſdaining me, ſhe keeps her charms. 

Fantaſtic tyrant of the am'rous heart, 


How hard thy yoke! how cruel is thy dart! 


Py =_— ? << aw | * 1 


Prone to return, as belt may ſerve his — 1 ends : 
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Thoſe. ſeape thy, 9 7 Na de thy ſway 7 5 
And thoſe ATE puni who oſt obey. ahh 
See Judah 8 Ting ie revere 7 ene 'pow'r: WE 4 45 5 wi f 
What canſt thou covet, or how triumph more? 
Why then, O Love, With an berate . 
Does this proud nympb reheer a monarch's prayer 
Why to ſome ſimple ſhepherd does the Tan, 2 wy 
From the fond arms of David's fav'Fite ſonn;n: 
Why flies ſhe from the slories of d Wort, 54 . 2147 
Where wealth and pleafure may thy reign ſopport, yi 
To ſome poor cottage on the mountain's brow; - 
Now bleak with winds, and chvVer'd now with Ow a 
Where pinching, want "mult curb her warm deſires, 
And houfhold-cares ſuppreſß thy genial fires? - binds 
Too aptly the-affliged heatHiens prove fol vt h-: 
The force; while they erect the ſht ines of lever r 
His myſtic form the artteans of Greece td 2M 
In wounded ſtone, or molten gold ep: 
And Cyprus to his godhead pays her vow: at 4 Df 
Faſt in his hand the idol holds his done h Dor bf 


* 
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A quiver by his ſide ſuſtains-a ſtore ane 


Of pointed darts, fad emblems of his pow] : | 
A pair of wings he has, which he extends 00 
Now to be gone; which dls again he bends, af 


Entirely thus I find the fiend pourtray'd; 

Since firſt, alas! I ſaw the beauteous ny) 1 52 

I felt him ſtrike; and now I ſte him ff: 
Curs'd daemon ! O! for ever broken lie 
Thoſe fatal ſhafts, by which I inward bleed! 

O! can my wiſhes tn 0 ertake thy ſpeed! nan 


. oem Anfne es wrote ps, 


of Ps Ur 


_Tird may'lt thou pant, and hang hy flaggidg wing 


Except thou turr'ſt thy courſe; reſolv d to bring © 

The damſel back, and fave the loverfick king. 
My ſoul thus en the fecal net, 

Unable to enjoy, or to forget: 1 

I reaſon'd much, alas I but ebe 1% jt 

Sent and recalWd,ordain'd and difapprov'd : 

Till, hopeleſs; plug d ig an abyſs of grief, 

I from neceſſity receit d relief: 

Time gently-aided to aſſuage my pain; 


44 


And wiſdom took once: more the lacken'd ls. 2 


But, O how ſhort my interval of woe! 
Our griefs how fwiſt, our remedies how ſlow ! 
Another nympby {for ſo did heav'n ordain, 
To change the manner, eee 
Another nymph, amongſt the many fair, 


That made my ſofter hours their — 05 


Before the reſt aſſected lt to ſtaud; 


And watch'd my eye, preventing my contmacd. | 


Abra, ſhe ſo was call'd; did ſooneſt baſte 
To grace my preſence; Abra went the laſt > 
Abra was ready ere Lcall'd her name; 
And, though I-calV4 another, Abra came. 


And, laughing, gloſs d that Abra ſerwd ſo well. 


To me her actions did unheeded dic, 
Or were remark'd but with a common eye; 
Till, more appriz'd of hat the rumour e. 
More I obſery'd peculiar in the mad. 
The ſun declin'd had ſhot his en u. 
When, tir d with buſiaeſb of the ſolemn day, 
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1 — 1 
And barighev private in the wonten's bo wirs. 

I call'd before I ſat to waſh my hands z: 
For fo the precept of the law commands. 
Love had ordain d, that it was Abra's turn 

- To mix the ſweets, aud miniſter the urn. 

With awful homage and ſubmiſſive dread 0 
The maid approach'd, on my declining head 
To pour the oils : She trembl'd as ſhe pour d? 
With an unguarded look ſhe now devour'd 
My neafer face: And now recall'd her eye, 

And heav'd, and ſtrove to hide a ſadden ſigh. 

And whence, ſaid I, canſt thou have read or pan? 7 
What can thy imag'ry of forrow mean? | 
gecluded from the world, and all its care, 

Haſt thou to grieve or joy, to hope or fear? 

For ſure, L added, fure thy little heart 

Ne'er felt Love's anger, or receiy'd his dart. 

Abaſh'd, ſhe bluſh'd, and with diforder ſpoke: 
Her riſing ſhame adorn'd/the words it broke. 

If the great maſter will deſcend to hear 
The humble ſeries of his hand-maid's care; r þ 

O! while ſhe tells it, let him not put on 1 bi 
The look that awes the nations from the throne: 
O!] let not death ſevere in glory lie bi 
In the king's frown, and terror of his eye. 

Mine to obey: Thy part is to ordain: 


And though to mention be to ſuffer pain; TE: 
If the king ſmiles whilſt I my woe recite; 100 
If weeping, I find favour in his fight; | | 
Flow faſt my tears, full riſing his delight. 
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O! witneſs earth beneath, and heaw n. bote; 
For can I hide it? Lam ſick of love: Bahn 
If madneſs may the name of paſſion hear; 
Or love be call'd, what is indeed deſpair. 
Thou ſov'reign Pow'r, whoſe ſeeret will controuls 
The inward bent and motion of our ſouls! 
Why haſt thou plac d ſuch infinite degrees 
Between the cauſe and cure of my ale; | 
The mighty object of that raging fire, 
In which unpity'd Abra mult expire; | 
Had he been born ſome. ſimple ſhepherd's heir, 
The lowing herd, or flecey ſheep, his care; 
At morn with him f ofer the hills had run, 2 


Scornful of winter's froſt, and ſummer” s-ſuo, | 
Still aſking where he made his flock. to reſt at noon. 4 
For him at night, the dear expected gueſt, 885 
I had with haſty j joy prepar 'd the feaſt; 
And from the cottage, o'er. the diſtant plain, 
Sent forth my longing eye to meet the ſwain; 
Wav'ring, impatient, toſs'd by hope and fear; 3 
Till he and joy together ſhould appear ; 3 | 5 
And the lov'd dog declare his maſter near. 
On my declining neck, and open breaſt 
I ſhould have lull'd the lovely youth to reſt; 
And from beneath his head, at dawning day, 
With ſofteſt care have ſtolen my arm away; 
To riſe, and from the fold releaſe the ſneep; 
Fond of his flock, indulgent to his ſleep. 

Or if kind heav'n „Hropitious to my fame, 
(For ſure from beav'r n the faithful ardor came,). 
Had bleſs'd my life, and deck'd my natal hour 
With height of title, and extent of pow'r: 
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Without a crime my paſſion had aſpir d, 
Found the-lov'd prince, and told what I deſir'd. 
Then I had come, preventing Sheba's queen, . 

To ſee the comelieft of the ſons of men; | 

To hear the charming poet's am'rous — 5 

And gather honey falling from his tongue; 

To take the fragrant kiſſes of his mouth, 

Sweeter than breezes of her native ſouth; 

L ikening his grace, his perſon, and his mien 

To all that great and beauteous I had ſeen. 

Serene and bright his eyes, as ſolar beams 

Reflecting temper'd light from cryſtal ſtreams ;. 0 

Ruddy s gold his cheek; his boſom fair 585 

As ſilver; the curÞ'd ringiets of his hair 

Black as the raven's wing; his lip more red 

Than eaſtern coral, or the ſcarlet thread; 

Even his teeth, and white like a young flock * 
Coeval, newly ſhorn from the clear brook 5 
Recent, and blanching on the ſunny rock. . 
_ Iv'ry, with faphirs interſpers'd, explains 

How white his hands, how blue the manly veins. 
Columns of poliſh'd marble, firmly ſet 

On golden baſes, are his legs and fect. 

His ſtature all majeſtic, all divine, 

Straight as the palm-tree, ſtrong as is the pine. 

Saffron and myrrh are on his garments ſhed; 

And everlaſting ſweets bloom round his bead. 

What utter 1? where am I? wretched maid ! 

Die, Abra, die! too plainly haſt thou ſaid 

Thy ſoul's deſire to meet bis bigh embrace, 

And bleſſings ſtamp'd upon thy future race; 
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To bid attentive nations bleſs thy womb, 


With unborn monarchs charg'd; atid Solomons to come. 


Here o'er her ſpeech her flowing eyes prevail. 

O fooliſh maid! and O unhappy tale! 

My ſuff ring heart for ever ſhall def) 
New wounds and danger from a future eye. 
O!] yet my tortur d ſenſes deep retain' 

The wretched mem'ry of my former pain, 
The dire affront, and my Egyptian chain. 

As time, I faid, may happily efface 

That eruel image of the king's ö 
Imperial reaſon ſhall reſume her ſeat, 

And Solomon, once fall'n, again be great. 
Betray'd by paſſion, as ſabdu'd in war, 
We wiſely ſhall exert a double care; 
Nor ever ought a ſecond time to Ate | 

This Abra then—— © ab 

I faw her; *twas humanity ; Cw” ; 

Some reſpite to the ſorrows of my ſlave. 

Her fond exceſs proclaĩim'd her paſſion true; 
And generons pity to that truth was due. 
Well I intreated her, who well defery'd ; 

I call'd her often, for ſhe always ſerv d. 
Uſe made her perſon eaſy to my fight; 
And eaſe inſenſibly produe'd delight: 
 Whenc'er I revell'd in the women's bow'rs, 
(For firſt I ſought her but at looſer hours,) 
The apples ſhe had gather'd ſmelt moſt ſweet: 
The cake'ſhe kneaded was the fav'ry meat: 
But fruits their odour loſt, and meats their taſte ; 
If gentle Abra had not deck d the feaſt. 
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Diſhonour'd did the ſparkling gablet ſtand: 
Unleſs receiv'd from gentle Abra's hand 
And when the virgins farm'd the ey'ning choir, . 
Raiſing their voices to the maſter lyze; |,  - 
Too flat I thought. this voice, and that too ſhrill 3. 
One ſhow'd too much, and one too little ſxill: 
Nor could my foul approve the muke's tune: 
Till all was buſh'd, and Ahra ſung alone. 
Paicer ſhe ſcem d, diſtinguidb d from the voſt 5... 
And better mien diſelos d, as better dreſt. 
A bright tiara round her forchead ty d., 
To juſter bounds conſin d its xing nde: 
The bluſhing ruby on her inowy breaſt, 11 
Render d its panting mhicencls more xünieſtz 
Bracelets of pearl gave roundneſs to her arm; 
And ev'ry gem aug mented ævꝰ ry harm. 
Her ſenſes pleas'd, her beauty ſtill improv' d; 
And ſhe more lovely grew, as more beloy'd. . 
And now F cold behold, avow,. and blame 
The ſew'ral follies of my former flame; 
Willing my heart for recompence to prove, 
The certain joys that die in proſp rous love. 
For what, ſaid I, from Abra can I fear, 
Too humble to inſult, to ſoft to be ſevere? 
The damſel's ſole ambition is ta pleaſe: 


she ſooths, but never can enthral my mindꝰ 

Why may not peace and love for once be joia'd. ? f 
Great heav'n! how frail thy creature man is made! 

How by himſelf inſenſibly betray d! | 

In our own ftrength uahappily ſecure, 

Too little cautious of th' adverſe pow'r ; 
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And by the blaſt of ſelſ-· opinion mov d. 

On pleaſure's flowing brink we idly ſtra yr 
Maſters as yet of our returning way; 

Seeing no danger, we diſarm our mind 
And give wer sede to the waver Gd winde 

Then in the flow ry mead, or verdant. ſhade 
To wanton dalliance negligently lad, 
We weave the chaplet, and we crown the bowl ; 

And ſmiling ſee the nearer waters roll; 855 

Till the ſtrong guſts of raging — 228 

Till the dire tempeſt mingles earth and ſxie 
And ſwift into the boundleſs ocean born, ; 

Our fooliſh confidence too late we mourn * 
Round our devoted heads the billows beat: 

And from our troubFd vie the leſſen'd lands retreat. 
O miglity Love! from thy unbounded cio 

How ſhall the human boſom - reſt ſecure ? | 
How ſhall our thought avoid the various ſnare ? 

Or wiſdom to our-caution'd ſoul declare” 
The diff rent ſnapes thou pleaſeſt to employ, 
When bent to hurt; and certain to deſtroy? 

The haughty nymph in open beauty dreſt, 

To- day encounters our unguarded breaſt : 

She looks with majeſty, and moyes with ſtate: © 

Unbent:her ſoul, and in misfortune; great, 5 

She ſcorns the world, and dares the rage of fate. 
Here whilſt we take ſtern manhood for our guide, 

And guard our conduct with becoming pride; 

-Charm'd with the courage in her action ſnoun, 

We praiſe her mind, the image of our own. 
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She that can pleaſo, is certain to perſuade: 

To-day delo wd. to morrow is obey d. 

We think we ſe thro*reaſon's optic righit; 

Nor find, how beauty 's rays elude our ſight; 

Struck with her eye, whilſt we applaud her mind: 

And when we [peak her great, we with her kind. 
To- morrow, eruel pow'r, thou arm'ſt the fair 

With flowing ſortow, and diſhevel'd hair; 
Sad her- complaint, and humble is her tale, 

Her ſighs explaining. where her accents fail. 

Her gen'rous ſoftneſs warms the honeſt ne os 
We raiſe the fad; and ſuccour the diſtreſs'd': 

And whilſt our wiſh prepares our kind relief: 
Whilſt pity-mitigates ber riſing grief: 

We ſicken ſoon from her contagious care 
-Grieve for her ſorrows, groan for her deſpair; 
And agaiuſt love too late thoſe boſoms arm, 
Which tears can ſoften, and which ſighs can warm: 
Againſt this neareſt, eruelleſt of fes, 
What ſhall wit meditate, or force oppoſe? 
Whence, feeble nature, ſhall we ſummon aid; 

If by our pity, and our pride betray d? 

External remedy ſhall we hope to find, | 

When the cloſe fiend bas gain'd our treach'rous mind? 
- Inſulting there does reaſon's pow'r deride; 

And, blind himſelf, conducts the dazi'd guide? 
My conqueror now, my lovely Abra beld- 
My freedom in her chains; my heart was _ = 
With her, with her alone: In her alone | 
2 — and j ha * 4c _—_ was bone, 
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That luxury. may | —— landiru me 
To- day beneath the Ire mne lis «0.1 0 

| In Deborah ah ang habit Abraigigns } vir vel off 
The wreath denoting ganayed\ guides her dp e 1-1 
And low, like dt her bert I hoyp tht 0 de 
The mimic chorus Vas ber proc gone hend . 6 ad! 
As ſhe had jn the $% and ay. $ hg land o 2001s). 
To-morrow Jhe;appraves a ſaſtet air πτ = oth om nf 
Forſakes che pawp,and.pageantry.of waryic/ νbẽë 
The form of peaceful Abigailiaffames goo ils brit |! 
And from the billatze uh the preftoopomes2 ts: 5: 0! 
The youthful:hand:dopok their gering ars F; Dn e 
Receive her bounties, and revite hurckiagzabysd 14 n 
Whilſt I aſſume my father dſtap a en, 27 199 
To meet with\dugregandzmprfottire Quicens! 2 240g io 
If hap'ly Abra's will he d&rincliofd 1oined rnoblog 4 
To range the woods, orwtiect thedipingubind.t 154 1) bn 
Soon as the ſan awak ]¹iͤ de 
Leave their repoſe, can Murter tel 01 
In leſſen'd rogaltyoandbumifleifidtes: - bas cron! 
Thy king. — ut gui bo A 
Till Abra anillewhitaiftead' 1c: // 
Mixture of Parkia\rapd & 12 gatodo> bob 
Suſtains the nymph : — RAKE 196 1 
(As the Sidonian maden Tait od no fs 
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Faſt on the utmoſt margin of the hind; 
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art, Uke negligence, difcib#d;'wid/birc;” 
Teft —————— by 
Iver bow the carries in her eo b 307 - VF: 
And froiii thi yold& Gulet br Ber hes 
Ruftich Ihe eben aid6% Weiber Ps: 
Saphirs and Anne vii Her front diſplay T6 3144”? 
An artificial movn's wertaſngray.. Af 0 
Diana, Huntiels; miſtreſs of the groves,” | * 
The fav'rite Abra fene aud looks, and n 
Her, as the preſent godqheſt, 1 obey + 10. " DB 112.5! 5 x 
Beneath her fect the captive game l . LSA £01.24 2 
The wia gl deb ings Diane fame: 
Clarions and borns ia Tobder peat proclaim = | 
Her myſtic praiſe : The vocaP trivmphs Da" 
Againſt the bills: The hills e6fie@ che Bund. 
If tir'd this evening-with the hunted woods, 
To the large-iſtvpools; ar the glaſſy floods Ty 
Her mind to mertom point — j 
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To- nigbt emnlay d, oh te king's communde. or I ; 
Upon the wat'ry; beach am urtfub pile 1 n : 
Of planks is dais ed nee a/epoving; . $4 of 1 
A golden chariot in the midſt is ſet; ; ; 4 
And ſil ver oygucts ſcum to beende. Fi | 


In ſemblance of th6-Gtcciaa Venus knn: : 
Tritons and ſea-green'Naiads round her move; 

And ſing in moving rains dhe force of love: © | | 
Whilſt as th? pageant does 86 
And echoing craudeTpeak mighty Venus new; 5 5 
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| With arms and hopes extended, toreceive . | 

» The fancy'd goddeſs rifing/fiv the wave.” 2 51 0 5 
O ſubject desſont O peng Je: N 21 bas 
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That maſking babies und b Bett e 
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Abra invites : The nation is the ge ſt. EN 1 
To have the honour of Sach day füftsis 4. 
The wooduare travety'd, and the lakes are drain "0 
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he mew theib-Iyres, the l- thai voices Sa” Nd 
Gogwy happineſs, and Abfa's praiſe ; ; 2 

flaviſh bards our mutual loves rehearſe 7 9 

in lying ftrains,/and jgtbttilttiont-verſe' 2 
While from the banquet leading forth che bride, 
Whom prudent love from public eyes s ſhould hide: ba 
I ſhow her to the world, confels'd and non 
Queen of my heart, and paifn r of my throne... AER 

And now her friends and lat 'rers fill the court? 
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2413097 91. (bob u ego h as dz: W | 
By practis d rules her owpice:w-ſaure 3 Vos“ ofT- 
And in my pleaſure ak my;rainfure.) © off 
They gave, ang ſhe, trapsferr'd. the cus d advice 
That monarchs thoulg:their ip ward ſoul diſpniſe,- 5 
Diſſemble and command, be falſe and wiſe : -- 8907 0 
By ignominious arts for ſervilo end? 151 
Should compliment their. foes;: am tHetr friends.” 
And now I leave the true and zuſt ſupports 8H 
Of legal princes, and of honeſt-courts,” e yi 
Barzillai's and the fierce Benaiah's. here 6 rintSfor 
Whoſe ſires, great. partners. in, my father's caress! £1 > 
Saluted their young king at Hebron cron 1 
Great by their toil, and glorious dy their Hund. 
And nous, unbappy council, 1. Prefer.. 
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Preſerib d the tiblons'bounlls of good and ill ? 


Whoſe golden fayings, and immortal wit, 
On large phylaQteries expreſſive writ, | 


| But that his knowlelge' aggrava 
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Were to the forehead of the Rabbins ty'd, A 
Our youth's in rndtion, and our uge's pride??? 
Could not the wiſe his une Gefites reſtraln Due e 
Then was bur heligg HWP pra WM: 
What from his lite and letters Were we taught, alt 43; 
tes his faut? 


In lighter mood the homorotis and the gaß 4 
(As crown'd with'rofes at their feaſts they "FO 10 
Sent the full goBler, ch Ted with" Abra's nume, 
And charms fu petior te "to 6 their Walter's bearer >2} ne 
Laughing dome prat "the Kg, Who let n fee, ber 
How aptly luxe and — mf tate? 
Some eie, how 16ve and Wife were af ſtriſe; 
And brought my Rb —— fe- 97 
However, friend, Here's to — wobl 
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And added totheithoufarid he has made; Neid el 
Sadly, O Reaſon; is thy 3 No TW 
Thou gloomy tyrant . e Beat cy 

Ii bas hoop Yo M32 doiend 1 b Mi 1231574 
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And barſh the ER be eder $147 
If for our wiſdom we'olr/iplebfueccyivet 21ttw 95 Sod 
And more to think: be valyranbre foogrieve.o | I-55 
If Judah's kiag at thy:tribuddltefidolfiige Nw tf 
Forſakes his joy, tovindibate hippeideripfti) non; wo, 
And changing forrows, ham! opbydfonn&(iic ehen. 
Loos'd from the ehaiog-of loved thine more: ſtrictiy 
But do I call ther Fyrant, or complaing 27 
How hard thy laws; how abſolute thy-regn ? 1201 Ar 
While thou, alas lc hit buran empty name 
To no two men, ho cer diſcours d, the ſame: 
The idle product oſ a toubled thought, le 
In borrow'd ſhapes; and aity:edlours-wtouglit ;- ©, 
A fancy u une, and a rofiefte ſhade 11171 > 


A chain which man to fetter man uus made, 
By artiſice impos\dpby fear d e 
Yet, wretched:name-or.arbitrary thing; aby: yd ba 
Whence ever I thy cruel eflence bring 3 
I own thy influences foril ee thy Nga ons Ko: 10 
>Retaftant 1 pergeite these in mud. a 
*Forni'd ere 10047 


Leszuthy inſulting dictates ſhall:be heard? 
Virtue for once ſhall bel her own, geward..., b en 


Nes rebel IGzel, chis unhappz mad (#8486; 43 + 
Shall be diſmiſs da Theerow'd ball be obey ad 
The king his paſſivg;/aod dis role ſhall leave, oH 
No longer Abra but the people's face.. 
My coward ſaul ſhall hear its wayward face: 

I will; alas be-wretched,.t0:be great; Nod 2 
And ſigh-in. royalty, and grigye in ſtate. to wor 


I faid 3;Reſoly;d.to plunge int MPO ER Mfr 2221 
At once ſo far, as to expeſi reli 
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7 my deſpair aloue ., 2511 5114 Bis boA 
„ hoſe to write the thing I durſt not ſpeaks, T 0 101 VI 
3 her I -low\&41toober bmultforefakes >: 140 in fo 4, 
The harſh epiſtle labouiꝭd mucho prove; wt" 
| How inconſiſtent imajeſty and love; .. >»8MoT* 
. Talways ſbould, it faidgeſteerd ber well! zj 5. 7 


7 ut never ire her more: alt hid her fce l! 
No future pain fur o hut inſtant ddt 18 

5 A lover more proportiunid to hor bed z 
And quiet dedicate her remnant life 


To the juſt: duties of anchumble wife. Hom dw on oÞ - 


She read; and forth tome dhe wildiy ran = SIT 
To me; tlie eaſe of all her ſormer pain. Sean! 

e kneel'd, intreated; ſtrntzzbd, threaten d. er d. 
$ with alternate paſſhionliv'd; andy dis nigh 
ETill now deny'd the tibbrtysto mourn, nie 18 ; 
155 by rude fary/frenrmq:preſence torn, O 257 


his only object of my reub ehre; dz 1 20y9 2509 W 
ut off from hope} abundon ito defpairg oi 4 ils awo ] 


lo ſome few-poſtingifaral ho ig hub | 1 1-+{world. 


From wealth, from pdwtrp:fromlove;'cand from ahe 
| Here tel} me if th64\ dart, my conſeious/ſaul,” 
What diff. rent ſotrows did Within mervlþ>o! 219 V 


What ſad viciſſitudet of ſmartiug pain? 

How oft ſrom mp and ſtate did i temov , 
Jo feed deſpair and cheriſn hopeleſs love? 12ynot of 
| mY oft, all day rercallꝰ d Abrü's harm; 


Her beauties preſv d, and pabtint lm my arms 2 | 


How oft, with ſiths, ViWWd/ev'ry female face}! 5 A 


Where mime fincy might ber keine moe Þ 8 
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What pangs, what fires whatracks didſt thou ſuſtaih ? - 


* 


* 922243 — — — - — . : 
o - + * 4 N +3 F 
131333 E ˙ ˙*» — m £4.05 Q ß T K - A ED OY IS IF ed 1 — — i. 
5 in __ e 


OMS Mon 


Ii d to fly from Is tbran s.. 
And live in with her ande, A, „ 
How oft, all night, purſu i her im my dreams, 
O'er flow? ry vallies, andithee':eryGal:fireathdcs :: j1 
And waking view'd with griaf the qifag ſun ? 
And fondly weben -d abe dea debaion ese. bo 
When thus the gather id ſtorms af. yeretehed: love? 
In my ſwoln, boſom, Wich long war had her: 
At D. they broke their bounds: Atolength their 
force 141 1 5159 nt Rol bus ot ob vw 


Bore down whateyer met, ita ſtronger casa: s 56 
Laid all the civil bend of manhood wate 2 5 27 no 
And ſeatter'd ruin, as the tom pads nw vic! 11 
So from the hills, whoſe trolley eaves comtair 
The congregated ſnow, and ſaelling raing » + - $ 
»Till the full ſtores their ancient hounda diſdain; 
Precipitate the furious torvent Rows (2: - , 22103) DSO +1 
In vain would ſpeed avoid; oraſtrongth op ; 
Towns, foreſts, herds, and Mmanpromiſcuous drow ds; 
With one great death deform the xireary: ground? 


And now, what impiens- mme withes Kk: 
How they the monarch and dh mas forfook zi on 
And how 1 follow'& av abandewdb willy ot ge bt 
| Thro' crooked paths, aud fabretreats af Ubyricnc | |! 
How Judah s glapghters now now foreign. G e 
By turns my p N { repciges: . tory I ids vor! 
Thro' tribes of women how I. Hofe cad is lsgeien 
Impatient; li df te- nicht, to-morrow Shang . 1 1D 


And by the inſtinct of capricious lu(k, 1900k 573: He vor! 


. Enjoy'd, eee e, A913 'eoJ0! 
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O, be theſe ſeeties fronthinhilit eyet geld ug wot! 
fl vil bn 


In clouds of decant ente quſtſ * 
O, be the — — Alg in \ia :No. woH 
To black obi dad ter ade! v7 wok 190 
Or let their ſad apitomis/ nene, 4/257 gridew bo 
And outward linen th Neue age be knowü, bac! ba! 
Enough! to propagase the fre befief, Achs 2832 nod W 
That vice-engdndets' thaw©! and rolty bibodb For 

ad; 112 gnlef.f. -2bnuod 1913 540 x N 1781 2 

Bury'd in floth, and loſt in eaſe I lay ß 

The night I revel un F Nept the Gay. W, hw? ob. + 
Now heaps of f, U##iff4' ny kindling fires ; Us his | 
And daily change extinzwiMY yourig defires 122369) bu 

ts oum force deſtroy/ di frukiot ea, ?! or 

wane wearyed i 1 Wur never Sled: 5 278009 5 

Nd longer nod does wy negle@cd ne 
Its wonted ſtores, aud i ids HMd. 
Fix'd judge meat chart no tonger does abide! OW nigung 
—— ren M5101 awo?! 

onget docs it meuity elle ig r H 
Were ſptingius ey er N in bemriah del? 
Frequent debauchab :wabltuleprevatts es; fs won ban 
Patience of toilgand love of Vite fuss yoo wort 


By fad degrees impair d my wigour ties,” 3 wor BH 


Till I command #6 longer'oh's in vice,'-7 b24a01t2 oud'l 


The women 6# 5p ute bund ther Tuxer 4521 wort 
They aſk; I grant: Tyre; ebe gut vo 
In regal garmonts geτ f grub Ude: oe 1, 


Aw'd by the Perſian e bn 
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Charm ' d by their oygs,0thtin: mavacrs Lacquire;, | 
nd ſhape my foplifhnch u Absinaaſiget I 21 bnnot 1 
Sedue nd awd hy ab: Prilidiondameyr!w 1: 


At Dagon's ſhrine: L kind\ddeopiones/Rrthe. yo boyo! | 


With the Chaldean'scharnis ber-Sieesipreoviily{iol © 1 


And curlioge fraukincenſt ſcents $0: Ba tang of 
To each newhartot hnewaltarpdre@ps? i 21>! bn A 


Aud ſerve her gad, whoſe perſum I che 1202567 1 i 
Where, my:delubed/fenſe;,wisi rea ſum ſiomm Þ;.: 5 1 
here the high majeſtytoĩ Darid s throne? 0 
Where all themaximgoEetemnalitrathyos> b1cd ! 
With which che mig Ges is rde a My dach du. 2. 
When with the lkew&Exyptianidiatoryen ity in vt 
Vain idols, dchies chat veer fte n les bas 


In Iſrael's land had nd Nheir Aire alodes ! n 4. 


Beaſtly divinitis, and 'drorevofoppdsy in yoo conn! 
Oſiris, Apis, pow't#ttiatthewtbewnd, /::il wo tis | 


And dog Andtitibls; flatt' ver on h Nd ro >tt by + 


When in the woody hilPsfotbidtteir ſhade bn t 


I cary'd the H,fhhle, upd invok'a de a - nw 1 
When in thel fen to faakes and flies, with tea!!! 


Unworthy human thoughtziproftraefelicy ff 
To ſhrubs and 'plants-my vile devatiom paid z 
And ſet the beaded leck;/26 which d pray de. ad 

When to all beings acredivitegowereigining! þ 1111 


? Forgot h Arbiter of earth and hear n f . 


Thro' theſe fad ſhades, this.chaos in. my;ſoul, (+ 


| Some ſeeds of light at length began to rollt. 
The'rifing motion of awinfantira 4 ob wot, mob ls 


Shot er throughabe cloudf und promis'd-day. 
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— . td b muc/- 
I fonnd the king abendsa i Seegen. bu 
Seen witho meh epi- 
I found my fubjifts.amjoablyyoin;}. 011! - ach A 
To leſſen their ꝗlefocts bz eieiug mine f 2110 41; We 
The prieſt with; pity pray/tfor:David's tage 1 has | 
And left his tex tus d well on m diſgraro. I 
The father, vbilſd he ν f d-. his erring ſon 3V13 h 
The ſad examples which-he- bought to hun, 0% 
Deſcrib'd, andeonly brad not Solomons; 007 cue 
Each bard, each. ſine id to his pupil fing. d 
A wiſe child better than a:foolith, Ku. 
Into myſelf my-xeaſbnis.eye 1 turn d: Sinn din dd 
And as I much reflected, much E mourn d. teldαν,νjů 
A mighty king Ham an earthly god. ual oath al 
Nations obey my word, and Wait my. nod. (top 
I raiſc O ſink „impriſon or ſet ſtee; OG weigh FIT TURK 
And life or death depends on my. deere. bo, 
Fond the idea, and the-thought is ain: nnd 
O'er Juda's king ten thauſand tyrants reigns: n 1 
Legions of luſt, and various pow rs of il! 
Inſult the maſter's. tributary will: At neren 
And he, from whom the nations ſhould receive 14 O0 K. 
Juſtice and freedom, lies himſelf a flaye;/ : 
Tortur'd by:crael-ebange of wild deſires, 94 4; 
Laſh'd by mad rage, and ſcorch d by brutal mes 
O Reaſon! once again to thee I call: 0 
Accept my ſor rau, and rxtrieve my fall, % 
Wiſdom, thou ſay'ſi, from heav n receiy;d ane 
Aer beams tranſm ted: to the ſubjeR . 5047 
Yet this great empreſs of the human Ok | 
Does only with imagin'd pow'r controul; 


— — Tho cachart Wert ifs 36 
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O troubled Wen uht erde then drt! 
Withoiit'thy PG advices] Ee lt rng bear? $3134 7 
To worſe extreme with ſwifter — 4 
Not ſav'd by virtue; yet by vice oridone. 
Oft have E aid, the pri of dving well | 

k to the car as ointment to the ſmell. | 

ow if ſome'flits, 'perchance, however an, Ka 

Fthe 12 urn ſhould falt; cas , 
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And ſtench corre {fad brett! their gt. 

So the leaſt faults, if mwix'd with faifeſt geed; © 

Of future ill beedtne the fatal fred” © | 95 

Into the balm of pureſt Kite caſt, 4 

Annoy all life with one contagtous Blaſt. 

| Loſt Solomon! purſue thiꝭ thought no more: 

Of thy paſt errors tetollect the lere: 

And filent weeß, that, white the deathleſs Muſe 

Shall Gng the jolt all oer their head diffuſe 

Perfumes with laviſh hand; ſhe ſhalf proclaith 

Thy crimes alone; and to thy evil fame 

Impartial, better damps and poſons on thy nume. 

Asaking, therefbre, as who long Had Tel, 
Much of my women, arid their gods ana u, 

From this aby of exetnplaty Ne. 

Rcſolyv'd, as time might aid my thotithits, to vile; 

Again I bid the moraftt godets witte 

The fond purſlit of fugitive/ delzbr: e 

Bid her exalt her melencholy wing, ED 

And, rais'd ſtom earth, 'a wh rem eilen ben 
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Of human hope by cxols,cyents deſtroy'd;, . ALLEY 
Of uſeleſs wealth, and greatneſs unenjoy d; zl gm 
Of luſt and love, with their: fantaſtic train, 
Their wiſhes, ſmiles, and-looks, deceitful; all in vain. 
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Solo MON conſiders : man throuzh the ſeveral ſtages 

and conditions of life; and concludes; in general, that 

ue are all miſerable. He reflects more particularly 
upon the trouble and uncertainty of > greatneſs and 
power; gives ſome inſtances” thereof, from Adam 
down to himſelf ; and till concludes that all is VA- 

'  N1TyY. He reaſons again upon life, death, and a fu- 
ture being; finds human wiſdom too imperfect to 
reſolve bis doubts; has recourſe to religion; is in- 

formed by an angel what ſhall happen to himſelf, - 
his family, and his kingdom, till the redemption of 
Iſrael: And, upon the whole, reſolves to ſubmit his 

inquiries and G will of his Creator. 


'T E X T J chiefly alluded to in this | 
"BOOK. 


Ore ever the Glver-cord be looſed, or the golden bowl be 
broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, 
or the wheel broken at the ciſtern, n 
.chap. xii. ver. 6. : | | 

The ſun ariſeth, and the ſun goeth 5" 0 w_ haſteth 
to his place where he aroſe, Eccleſiaſtes, chap. i. 
.ver.$. 


Txrs chiefly alluded to in this Book. 
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9 according to bis circuits, 


ver. 6. | 
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Wert thou « fpark Rruck off, a ſep rate ray, 
Ordain's to mingls with terreftrial clay ; 

Yor. II. N 


M een 


| With it condemn'd for « Tithe fell 
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To grieve 1 Wm frailties, gn 25 K Wy Tha, IE 904 
To teach it good and 5 a ame; zt9lql 5E 


Pale it with rage, or en Eu Ne” * 2d oT 
guide its actions with Feng tr. 156 155% 
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Render it agile, wit. >. | valiant, ſage, . Des- oba 
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The man dragg'd out to kt, 4 * and f fore'd t to be: : 5 
Helpleſs and naked d pn a woman! $ knees, ; 5 
To be expos · d Gt rear r'd as. the n 5 ay Þ ae; 
Feel her neglect, and pine 'from h her di ag 
His tender eye by too direct a ray fs i Us 
Wounded, and flying from erg d day n 
His heart aſſaulted by invading a air Nur, 5 

And en 1 0 E 1 "Bk 
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To his young ſen: various form 4155 5 appear 5 12 + 1 
That ſtrike his nit excite his fear? 
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By his diſtoftions, che reveal hi is pains . 
He by his tears, and by þ his 6 bs comp plains 3 e 
Till time and | youtb the infant 15 wretch, 2 % 
By broken nn words, and e ip peec peech, . 360 5 
His wants in Plaiper chara crs to ſhow 5 by ada 
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And paint m e 160 res of bis! woe: 
Condemn'd to factifite ve childith. 1 Net: 107 U 
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To paſs the riper period o 5 955 Ve nt Sbard i 
Acting his part upom l trowled lage; jo vel 1151 Sc 96 
To laſtfng*roils &xþds 4, WE ndler; care te e der 3f 
open dangers; ati tc ecke ſhures; ud PRs: vj ot 
malice which tHe veugetol toe date "TI 94 baht 
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In the rewoteſt wood and dend E:: 
Certain to meet that — ol 93.5 
Diff *retit ideas to His Want be t?! ow eld 
Same intricate} us are ue pathleſbiadatisy 11 2io 2d 4 
I petuous ſome, as;thexlefcending Goofs © 1-2 21! 
With anxious'dobts, with:ragiiig-paſdroetorn;) > ! 
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bubble breaking, and a. fable toda 12dio ond T” 
A noontide \badow/,and a midniaht dream, 
Are emblems, which with ſemblance apt proclaim 
02 
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212 Portis oven F 
„lad enoidub zid ni usleiꝗ Sis n 
Our earthly, courſe Bot, Om fool! ſbfaſt h 
Muſt life run off, aud death forever laſt 3500 St 
This dark opinion, fore145) too confin'd :e 
Elſe whence this hope, and terror of the mind) 
Does ſomething Hl; aud ſume where yet remain JHV. 
Reward or puniſhment; denght or pan? n 
Say: Shall our relirs ſerond birth receive? 290 vol. 
Sleep we to wake, and only die to lVw e? 
When the fad wife has clos'd her truſband's eyes: 
And pierc'd the echoing wult with doleful cries: 
Lies the pale corpſe not yet entirely: deadꝰY)0‚) 1 
The ſpirit only:from,the body, Ard 100q vid gs f 
ad motion; vo rt yeb vs 
To be by fires or worm, er: time dedrey dg, 1 
The foul, immortal fubſtanta, to xemain;n 
Conſcious of joy, aud capable of pan ?; 
And if her acts hade bern ditected wel! 
While with her friendly clay ſhe deiguld to dwell; 
Shall ſhe with faſety reach. her priſtine ſent:?: 
Find her reſt endleſt, and her bleſs compleat /? 
And while the bury d man we idly mourn, ,,,. 
Do angels joy to ſee his better half return ?. 24 
But if the has deform'd this carthly life 0 eD&0L wourtT 
ith murd'rous rapine, and. ſeditiovs trie; b: | 5 
Amaz/d, repuls'd, and by these angels driv'n.., 
rom the acther ee. dem we 
everlaſting darkneſs myſt the ne, Im 13d * 
Still more unbappy, that the g 
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Amid two ſay, Nee e 348 of land, xi 35 ti 


Wepry'd, uocertajn, and amaz'd we and; 1... 
On either fide our thoughts jncefſant turn: 
Forward we dread ; and looking back we mourn, 
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LON ‚˖⅛˙· A Uc'14 
Loſing the preſent in this dubious haſte; 
And loſt ourſelves bet unt the future; and'theipeſt 100 
Theſe cruel douùbts ebnmtehd bg i m breaſt ; 
My reaſon ſtag gering, and my hapes oppreſt, 
Once move I ſaid : Once moe L wiltlinquirey]i oil 
What is this little, agile, per tions , $07 4355170! 2900. 
This flutt'ring motion, which we call the miad d 72.4 
How does ſhe act and ene is ſhe confim de - 157 
Have we the pow's to guide her as we plcaſe? J 518 
Whenee then thoſe evil dati obſtruct oub caſa ? 17 
We happineſs purſne3rwerfly from pain: D 
Yet the purſult, and yet che flight is vam! i. 
And, while poor Näxure lade rb ti be Bleſt. 00 
By day with plesſureg snd dy might wih tet FELL) 
Some ſtronger po ettides'our Giekly' will; vt od. o 
Daſhes our riſing Hope witheartain tp inn loot 2d T 
And makes us whlevxeflediiztroable ſce, 0. 
That all is deſtin'd,, Which we fancy fert 
That Pow?'r-ſuperiorithen; which rules our mind / 
ls his decree by human prayer inen)? ice 
Will he for ſutelſiee dur ſorrows caſe? bas flo1 494 batT 
And can our teur re verſt hib firm dere? 
Then let Religion aid, here Neaſon falls 11255 5 
Throw loads of incenfe in tür the Rites : dil! di 304 
And let the Glevt Mhictuäry thow; , nm du 
What from the babling ſehiols W not Know, $ 
How man may ſttätl, Cee in, Let after al: 
What ſhall amend of whit ubtotre vr kate? 
Apxious we hover lu A Wediate on 1128 
Bet wixt itifibity ak Holz; Bougd, Annes 


Or boundleſß ter ihs, WhdfYotbtrat CHE Coufbunds“ 
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Unequal thotight!WRINEAH we a pten endy 220u22q 
Is, that out hope Muſe 1g,” dur Send ff 11 
As dür K eto deigus tb Be Gr leu. 
I aid; e buche che Prieſts 5 | 
The 1 80 lacrifiee, att 3 tt p popes 2d y nad x7 
Select from vulg I ber, YA garden siq mil: 
A dae ven roy rpc — mor! 
The artfül youth Prbbeed to Tu ths edi 0e d. 
They 5 the Ars Up Grid ch vecgb hdl 1 / 
The mad in come Eder wkaraduancey 2454107 41 
They beat the UHbrel, And MAH che darct s le 
Follows cid ö 1850 from Leviiptuilg; 10) ha. 
Chanting by julk return the holy ſong. ch Ji 10 
Along the ehoit in fler ſtate the aft! 2cno- 

— —·˙ Ye ioud inf came la den litn 198 
The ſacred hythh perform wy premit d vow bn 4 
I paid; and bowing at tlie WIG 164, 19: tt a 12.4 
Father of edu! I Mid, add Jullge of earth! 217 
Whoſe word CL t this liverirrs biftu p di, 
By whole Kjnd pose Tü te eden e d Lin” 
The variétds creatufes mb ahl Hes and as 97 
But, Jen net char ese, Mthüfbwn thit pow'np 
They Ae C7) aud Ber id SHE no 0e 2 L. 
Oni An n . oa Pete MB 209 s 
Fo thee, to thee, —— bring 1 +1 
' Thou, that cat I Hüft Thel Fägentg er the (ek; 5 
Chain Up WT Ufhes, Und bid de wet de 

Redeem mi lip ferb d Wü tn hagt Fals 

Jer cruel paſſion, and desert fades on, 


From ſtorms of ih and aaa bel gebn Cie 
Let thy ſtrong Hardt WAP RC veffb tuide m 
(It was thy hand chat made it) thro' the tide 
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petuous of this life: Let thy co mn, 
irect my courſe, and bring malate 40 nd 1 4 
[f, while this _— 7 wy Tn i 
Fe wr isfy dowith bis, afraid. of death, 1; 
It hap'ly thy, will, taz I (ould know 210 od L 
Glimpſe of dFOghL4A% et ee eee 
From now, from. ipſtant.now, great. Sire, diſpel . , 
The clouds that prefi;my ub ;, from mow wet 
A graciogs,beam pf light a1 89.99% inſpifs l vs 
My tongue to: ng hand ge tauch che NME 5. A 
My opea-thopght t9.jayons, profpetts. fg vol, 
And, for thy, merey, Jet. ma bug thy praiffe. „ollen 
Or, if thy will xdaing, J Mihai Walt Zuid 
Some new hex-aftgx, and\a future tate ö % n g 
Permit me ſtreygth o/ weight. of Ne tor bear s 
And riſe wy; ming err m Far bowst 2d L 
Loet me, howe er yas to cxplan bus ; bisq ! 
The ſegret. Jab"rinths of thy ways Oy Jo. 2048 1 
With humble zeal. confeſs. thy pf PO Wu Sod W 
Still weeping hops, anc end rin, 1 [ Now ya , 
So, in my conqueſt, the. thy might, declar'd;,..... at. 
And, for thy Juſtices bg thy name 209170 Wass 1 0 
My prayer ſcarge gnded, g typendous gloom. 1 
Darkens the air i loud. thunder ſhakes;the dome 2. (> 
To the begingiag miracle ſaceced; 1 d 
An awfh ſilenęs and, religions; fread., 18111 no! 
Sudden, breaks farth,a mare thay common RH 
The wood, Which gn te altar lay... Dον 
Dntouch' d, unligbeed Elo wscg-r 18 ,avlicq 151045 10 
; Ambrolal gdopr, doch, a vexer flows, zarivf}, moiT QC 
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Such Mltitin's rinbr ld. in vain en ehn ya 
_— ban — 5 x4 44 pun N. 
7 "ig ie 4 to bras, i 
And lo! 
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By weak'niftg td tl, at 1 pO NEary ag 
See decreaſe, 1 1 iy IL 3 fi eee ene 5 
oy hy 5 15 — 2700 Tings 


Leave — chi 
Vortione r 4 le A if 59d 27 0 Ih: Salt: br? 
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Send . 
And let enth Weeping father an l . wal oO 
That, deepet Mak; And Wore d Akin 1. ar 
He muſt augmeiſt the rros be Fecdiy 4. 


80 78 had, Hen 2 


The child to whofe füt "hy hope is bound, 
Ere thou TRE or i i 5 crown'd Ii ae nd F 
To luſt af af =o walkin e 
(That Ne as E Princ = hg ee 
Shall Mo % Afctes ff 3 ke A | 


am Fa love... 1 


| 155 Ae EW. 
Shall mourn che 2 
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8 RV fide Jeb A * ons. by 
; <1 hagor, 2904 _ 
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e th 8 21 e istalsI _ | 
Ee "uy W . 
By active toil ant ilitf aty ty AV 
e Wy e 
Their Yalfivg he Fe Fi? gage, "ol boA 
By armb dt pre, AG 1 2255 Sb, 40 vr 
DomelB&horiot, And we e rage yl i 
Shall from bete 119 yang n fear, my 
From It's atro 70 e . EY 
Shall caſt Vis weaty 25 on Jordan's flo. less. 
By brother's arttis Wiftutd'd, and Dain'd with kindred 


Hence lab ring fears ſhal weep > their i Ot 
Charg'd with U'omens; folly'd hh lin n . 920 


Time, by nece ty /compell'd,. = *. otic o b'en of 
a. s of 


Through ſcenes of e 5h. of wor... 4 N 
The empire, leflen' dig K 8 ee yil) 252 
Shall loſe its e 0 


ng bett rnothlids yd o! 89.1 


e. 
Indulge thy tears: The hea bay Gre by 
Judah ſhall fall, opprefs'd by grief god amg, 
And men ſhall from her 15 ey AMES 1] ba 
New Egypts yet. and fecondbonds remain g b sed 
A harſher Pharaoh, and. = heavier chain nge Nu l 
Again, obedient to a ws command, 61 blido ad 
Thy captive. fons ball fe: aye the promis'land-cocis 91.5 
Their name more low, cir ter yitude mene xilgo f ful oT 
Shall on Euphrates' bat 5 fene the, grief. gr Nile, 41 
Theſe pointed e wound thejambient, II. 2 
Inglorious e , deſtroct tion Ne id fol ba 


Now, level f the « Raf: eig 12 $ UBKQWD, [11 
Or meaſuy. 4 V their ri jn, 40 Yonger | thrones o lade 
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For lefing ery yt deſign'd dhe ſeat 1 i » Bet A 
Of Kings G erer leis: d. for æxet grails + ear 10 
Kemoy'd by gh fngader's. bark'mun händ. 
Shall grace 15 bn dh in A fexrign end. 0 2mS[dm A 
The tyrank ang. on 'lagred load 51 

0 29ld vnd, veel cet apart 59 G H ir AT 
"Then, by vile hands to common aſedebas\d,: 4-1 5 


oy ſend them flowing rownd-his drunken fend. 
dagrilegions. taper andimpiougjeft->r e oor) 

wice four ages bath Oer war complents.. 
Empires hy, yarious.torps hall rife and fat 3110 bus . 
While thy ahandpn,g tribes {hall.oply;knaw [21s co! 
A diff rent maſter, anda qhantz e of W offs off 
With downrgalf, gyeclids, 3nd-vithdooks a ghaſt. 
Shall dread the. BLUE, orſbewail the paſi. a vnsten! 
Afflicted Jirag| al | ſit.weeping. down nals nl / 
Faſt by the ſtreams, where Babel's waters, fun; 
Their barps upon the veisbb ring villa xx hung., 
Nor joyous, hymn encauraging.their tongue, | 

Nor chearfal dayes their, feet ; with oil oppreſs Ar 

heir weary. d hmbs aſpiriog, but te reſt... 63 qu b 

u the refleftive iream. the ſighing bride, Stelhno 10 

ie wing her charms impair'd, abaſh'd. ſhall. hide: 
er penſive — 1 yen r es! | 
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The bridegroom ſhall foxeiee hjs,figkly,race> „ 
While pong ug ſetters vc their claſe embrace. 
With irkſpms anguiſh, then your prigſts Gall, moprn; 
Their bas weg feats deboair J fee eit T 
And 79d oþlivign, gf, their folemp ders. „ oi 
Thenceforth gheir N ices th ae en ee, 
Louder to Ner-, NN day your frighueg Kers W191 

' Shall. call far fountains 39 fu preſ heit tear 51 © 
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And wiſh belt Gehe Rae: BY ng Rom Areas 
Of opening guſpfsg Bfackiſtors, Ahd' fa ging Hanes! 
Starting amar H, HH t kfle' people Fg mw bv 
Emblems of bessa Welk, An my 

The captives)| 2Hhtir tyrant han recfilre, 
That they ſhould Þ#&tht th&foriz, Kd toten theyre, 
Yon ſay : Car Ja@bb!3Yervite Rice” tejdiec / Id n L 


ntun d the muſiè, and mfus'd türe Colce? ! boot Hens 

hat can we bay, they! Fhall diſcourſe); Hod fir ag '# 
In foreigh lands, And td bart ro King 0 9919 
We and out father from: br childhood öröd ** N 
To watch the erbt vidor' seye, t Kode 1d 1 2! aid 
The arbitrary dam c mend; to grieve, ++. ast ftth, £:: 
(Out vat of mortaltrace !) cam we conceite MW: 
Image of aught-deligheffly fore, or gay vb Dash lg 
Alas! when we tive mg pore | 
The fulleſt bliſs our HMeatts atpire tb KDG,, 
Is but ſume interval Ar dive woes” 7% 2911, 1424 
In broken rel} "ai@#antig flecp to büro, 
Till morn, the tyrant, and the ſcourge” retürü. 2 911 | 
Bred up in grief, can pleafure be out theme? — 7 
Our endleſs anguiſti docs not nature clan? + WAL 
Reaſon and*fortbwire to us the fame. 3 10 ee 
Jem wit Wd \#@ttediont we require; ad wil 


f idle Folly was not- Pleafure's lag MQO1g22110 20 [ 
adnefs, 4 Bap un l-tim'd birt n 
To gritiving Län ghret, and to Fade litt. 
This is the Not Nerd Gage 's 7 zol zie . 

Which thou, Wis? SHY khige are born % Kos. 
Inuſtriots Wreteh! chite not, nor reply ena 
View not whdthdawh ofU ins with reiſon S cy; 2 
Too en diſtatice'ls) £69 highs Scl 


1012 7 530 7 YH TY 5c 
The man n reſolve the work of Fate, 
May limit number:? 2 00 
Stop thy inquiry then j und curb yſenſex 
Nor let duſt agu with Omtipaence> do o 201419 
Tis Go bn muſt difpolty ind man! ſuſtam : 
Born to endure, Forbidden to eompin , to mut yl 4 
Thy ſum of life maſt: his decreas fbf you eee 
What derogates from his command ing lde 21. + 
And that alone is good which centers iu his will. 
Yet, that thy lab ring fn ite may not drop 

Loſt to delight, and deſtisuta af h rp: 510517 4 
Remark wh Gaod's meiſengtr wer 
From him who neither candeotive, nur err. bol! 
The land at length redtem dy ſhalbvaaſt to mourn x - 
Shall from her ſa&coptivitpretaenti i 107177 21 
Sion ſhall raiſe ber lontz· dejectaũ head n: b iin 
And in her gutt the law agaim e u,jüs pour of non! 
Again the glorious templec hall af to no 
And with newhiftre pierce 1 n 
The promis'd ſeat af ampite ſhallaga nn 
Cover the mania, and nom mand the plein V- 
And from tby rage diftinguiſtyd, Oe hell ring, . $ 
Greater in ach thaw vi e nf 
In dignity and pow'r; ſent down from heay We + 

To ſuccour earth. To Him, to Him, tis giv'n, 
Paſſion, and care, and anguiſh to deftroy: - 
Through Him, ſoft peace and plenitude of joy 
Perpetual o'er the world redeem'd ſhall flow. 

No more may man inquire, nor angel know. 

Now, Solomon, rememb'ring who thou art, 
Act through thy remnant life the decent part. 
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Go forth3. he rong.s With-patience and with care . 
Perform, and ſufferꝝ To thyſelf ſevtre, ar v A 
Gracious to others, th deſireʒ ſuppreis dl, 
Diffus d thy {virtues firſt of men, be beſt «00 21 iT 
Thy ſum of duty let two. words cohtaa zj 
may they grave in thy heart remain! vill} 
Be humble, and de juſt. Ihe angel mid: 
ith upward {peedhis agile wiugs he ipre᷑t! ? 
Whilſt on tbe holy ground iproftrate lay, 1811 1% 
By various doubts impelbd or ſto obey, b 07 . 
Or to object. Atolength; C my¹ĩmSUrRTuI E 1incms 5! 
Heav'n ward erett) determine thus d fpbke fir mo”! 
Supreme, Hf Yowila] Eternal Pbtentare pf i n 2c) 
Sole Author, ſole Diſpoſtr of bur fate la! mon? 11nd 
Enthron'd in light and dm mDt,Lkize 35d 51167 ect ror 
Whom no man fully tes and nont cant ſee Hol nf bod 
Original of BeingsHewdr Ditine! olg d neg 4 
Since that I dive, nix that I think, isſthinem; n 
Benign Creator, letabꝗieplaſtie hand beimong ac 
Diſpoſe its o effe i" Let thy commahden 217 1990.) 
Reſtore; great Fatheb) thy IH7ä ted en; monk bod. 
And in my ad may d Thy” great wil he closen 
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CARMEN SECULARE, 
Latine redditum per Tho. Dis BEN, 
e Trin. Col. Cant. 


—— Ego dis amicum, 
Saeculo feſtas referente luces, 
_ Reddidi carmen.—— Hor, 


AN E bifrons, priſcos a tergo reſpice lapſi 
Annales aevi, feliceſque ordine longo 

Evolvas faſtos, quos cactera tempora ſupra 
Conſpicuos albo, ſaec'lis monumenta futuris 
Urbis fundatae, et parti poſuere triumphi. 
Aggredere inſignes ſpoliis, lauroque decoros 
Enumerare duces, quos nobilis ira gementem 
Impulit ulciſci populum; qui ſacra cruore 
Jura patrum ſanxere ſuo; ſceptriſve potiti 
Miſerunt laetum placidis ſub legibus orbem. 

Ag mine perpetuo ſeries ornata laborum 
Procedat; ſuus omnis honos, ſua debita quemque 
Laus inſeripta notet : Tum noſtra ad tempora caſus 
Inſignes ducas, famamque et fata parentum 
Mirac'lis oppone novis, regique Britanno. 
Dumque fide, curaque pari per ſingula curris; 
Dum varios recolis populos, varioſque labores ; 
Et ſtudia, et leges, pugnataque proelia ſeris 
Temporibus mandas ; tute ipſe fatebere, Jane, 
Omnium in Auriaco cumulari nomine famam : 

Et dices orbi attonito : Nil ſaecula tale | 
Prima tulere hominum ; nil majus poſtera reddent, 


i; 
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Veri ſublimi ſargat, tua maxima cura, 
belle et pace potens Petium: Portifilms corta, 


Egregios rerum dominos dabat Itala telius, 
Felis prole virum ; foecundam hanc aſpice gentem, 
Romanoſque tuos ; hne vertere, et altius omnem 
Naſcentis prima repetens ab origine regni 
Expedias famam; pulchro in eertamine pubem 
Oppone Auſoniam: Et cedat ſua palma merenti. 
S7 potuit ferro Latii turbare colonos 
Palantes Mavorte fatus, ſi ruſtica late | 
Regna domare armis,;-repiae fine more Sabinae, 
Surgenti famae, coeptiſqus ingentibus obſtant. 
Sacra Deum, ſanctaſque aras, et templa tueri 
Cura Numam ſudiit: Sed frigida dextera bello, 
Non haſtam torquere ſciens, enſemque rotare 
Fulmineum, juvenumque manus armare frementum. 
Conſiliis, eſto, Fabii Romana vigebant 88 
Arma: At res omnes gelide tardeque miniſtrans, 
Dilator nimium ſapiens ingrata trahebat | | 
Bella. Quid immani patrem pietate cruentum 
Ultorem Brutum reſeram, forteſque ſub armis i 
Amilium, Deeium, Corium? tot magna animorum 
Nos exempla monent, qua poſſit lege libido 
Fraenari, et quantum cedat virtutibus avrum : 
Hos quoque ſed nimium gaudens popularibus auris, 
Hos rapit ambitio, tumidoque ſuperbia faſtn  — 
Oſtentans humileſque caſas, parvoſque penates, 


Sit quanquam illuſtris, primos inglorius annos 
Scipiades egit: Nec mens invicta Catonis 


Semper erat, tune faſſa metum, vel viſa fateri, 
Cum ceſſit fato, et lucem indignata tefugit. 
Jalias externos fruſtra domat, omnia Romae 
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Subjiciens, —— ſibi; eee wiumphans 
Imperium lene Avjjnſtus — ſubactam 
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